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jfwttl  tf  ^ea#8|twnia. 

QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  Jane  2d,  A.  D.  1875.  A.  I..  5875. 


Brother  Alfred  R.  Potter,  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Master,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Committee  on  Landmarks  made  the  following 
report,  which  was  approved,  and  the  resolution  at¬ 
tached  thereto  was  adopted — to  wit : 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  LANDMARKS. 

The  facts  of  the  case  in  the  appeal  of  A.  J.  D.,  and  others, 

members  of  Lodge  No. - ,  in  opposition  to  the  decision  of 

D.  D.  G.  M - ,  are  the  following  :  J.  C.  presented  a  petition  for 

initiation  and  membership,  March  1874,  to  Lodge  No. - - 

which  was  referred  to  the  usual  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

In  May  1874,  there  being  no  report  from  the  Committee  be¬ 
fore  the  Lodge,  Brother - ,  one  of  the  recommenders  on  the 

petition  asked  to  withdraw  the  same,  which  was  refused  by  the 
W.  M. 

At  the  meeting  of  June  1874,  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  made 
an  unfavorable  report,  and  the  W.  M.  directed  the  Secretary  to 
report  the  same  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

In  a  few  days  after,  it  appears  that  the  D.  D'.  G.  M -  in¬ 

structed  the  Secretary,  through  the  W.  M.,  not  to  make  the  re¬ 
port  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  directed  that  so  much  of  the 
Minutes  in  the  case  as  took  place  after  the  demand  for  the 
withdrawal  of  the  petition  be  expunged  from  the  Minutes. 

And  from  this  decision  of  the  D.  D.  G.  M - ,  the  complainants 

appeal. 
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In  considering  this  case,  your  Committee  have  thought  it 
would  only  be  necessary  to  refer  the  complainants  to  the  Ahi- 
man  Rezon,  page  36,  the  language  of  which  is  clear,  compre¬ 
hensive,  and  explicit,  and  is  as  follows  :  “  An  applicant  for 
initiation  or  membership,  may  withdraw  his  petition  before  re¬ 
port  made  thereon,  or  afterwards,  if  the  report  be  favorable.” 

It  is  evident  that  there  was  no  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Inquiry,  to  whom  the  petition  had  been  referred  when 
Brother - asked  to  withdraw  the  same,  which  he  had  an  un¬ 
doubted  right  to  do,  and  that  the  W.  M - erred  in  refusing 

his  request,  and  all  subsequent  action  was  informal,  null  and 
void. 

In  conclusion  your  Committee  offer  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  D.  D.  G.  M - ,  in  the 

case  of  J.  C - ,  an  applicant  for  initiation,  and  membership  in 

Lodge  No. -  be  approved,  and  the  complaint  of  Brother 

A.  J.  D - ,  and  others,  be  dismissed. 

PETER  WILLIAMSON, 

Chairman  0/  Committee . 


The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  announced  the 
decease  of  Past  Grand  Masters,  Brothers  James  Page 
and  Lucius  H.  Scott,  whereupon,  Past  Grand  Master 
Brother  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  read  a  memorial  to  the 
memory  of  each  of  the  deceased  Past  Grand  Masters, 
and  offered  appropriate  resolutions,  which  were  unani¬ 
mously  adopted,  and  the  memorials  and  resolutions  or¬ 
dered  to  be  printed. 

Past  Grand  Master,  Brother  Samuel  C.  Perkins  then 
announced  the  decease  of  Brother  William  Mercer 
Wilson,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Canada,  and  of  Brother  Thomas  Bird  Harris, 
late  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada. 
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The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  stated  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  that  he  had  been  credibly  informed  of  some  gross  ir¬ 
regularities  on  the  part  of  Lodge  No. - ,  meeting  at  S - 

viz :  that  of  admitting  as  visitors  six  clandestine  Masons,  at 
the  stated  meeting  held  March  1875.  That  he  had  felt  it  his 
imperative  duty  to  visit  that  Lodge  for  the  purpose  of  ascer¬ 
taining  the  facts  of  the  case.  That  on  the  31st  day  of  March 

1875,  he  directed  the  D.  D.  G.  Master,  Brother - ,  to  call  a 

special  meeting  of  said  Lodge  in  the  early  part  of  April  1873, 
when,  accompanied  by  some  of  the  Grand  Officers  and  D.  D.  G. 

Master  Brother - ,  he  visited  said  Lodge,  and  opened  a 

Grand  Lodge,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  whatever  explanation 

the  Lodge  might  be  able  to  give.  That  Brother - W.  M. 

of  the  Lodge,  admitted  the  reception  of  six  clandestine  Masons, 
and  read  a  defense  for  said  action. 

After  the  hearing  of  which  he  had  directed  the  Warrant  of 
the  said  Lodge  to  be  handed  to  the  D.  D.  G.  Master,  to  be 
held  in  abeyance. 

On  his  return  to  Philadelphia,  he  called  a  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Officers,  and  informed  them  of  what  he  had  done,  and 
they  advised  that  the  Warrant  should  be  sent  to  the  Grand 
Secretary,  which  was  done,  and  it  is  now  in  his  possession,  and 
the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  now  asked  in  this  very  im¬ 
portant  matter. 

After  some  discussion  it  was  almost  unanimously 

Resolved ,  That  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  be,  and  is 
hereby  approved,  and  that  the  Warrant  be  revoked,  and  that 
notice  of  the  same  be  sent  to  every  Subordinate  Lodge  in  this 
jurisdiction. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 
Held  at  Philadelphia,  September  1st,  A.  D.  1875.  A.  L.  5875. 


Brother  Alfred  R.  Potter,  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Master,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  his  Annual  Report 
as  to  the  Lodges  and  Members  of  this  Jurisdiction,  as 
follows : 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Gy  and  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Grand  Secretary  respectfully  presents  the  following 
Annual  Report  of  the  Lodges,  and  Members  of  this  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  as  they  were  on  St.  John’s  Day,  December  27th,  1874. 


The  Number  of  Lodges  December  27th,  1873,  was  353 

“  “  “  Constituted  in  1874,  4 

Total  Number  of  Lodges  in  1874,  -  -  357 

The  Number  of  Members  December  27th,  1873,  was  37,546 
Subsequent  corrections,  -----  32 

37.578 

Admitted  in  1874,  -------  600 

Initiated,  “  ------  1,974 


40,152 

Resigned  in  1874,  -  -  -  -  642 

Suspended  or  expelled  in  1874,  -  -  946 

Deceased  in  1874,  -  -  -  -  427 

-  2,015 

Total  Number  of  Members  December  27th,  1874,  -  38,137 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  THOMSON, 

Grand  Secretary . 


Philadelphia,  Sept,  ist,  1875. 
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81 
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12 
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97 
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77 
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! 

155  Philadelphia . 
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156  Drumore  Centre . 

i*7  .... 

5 

15 

*4 

3 

158  Philadelphia .  . 
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I  I 
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204 
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82 

I 

2 
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2 

4 

6 

2 
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*  *3 
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5 
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1 1 
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16 
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*3 
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2 
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3 

6 

I 

219  Pittsburgh . 

2S2 

*5 

2 

7 

5 

220 

Hollidaysburg . . . 

93 

.... 

3 

*3 

4 

221 

Pittsburgh . 

23* 

6 

1 1 

3 

5 

2 

222 

Minersville . . 

8l 

I 

.... 

1 

3 

2 

223! Allegheny  City . 

156 

4 

5 

6 

3 

3 

224  Danville . 

10S 
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*49 

.... 

4 

1 

5 

.... 

226  Lebanon . 

i  q8 

q 

I 

227  Reading . 

77  ^ 

4 

j 

I  I 
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228lUniontown . . . 

104 

2 

5 

I 

229  Rochester . 

I IO 

.... 

I 

2 

*4 

I 

230 

Philadelphia . . . 

248 

3 

3 

.... 

2 

I 

271  Pittsburgh . . . 

108 

7 

232 

Tersevshore . 

54 

I 

. . . . 

233 

Pittston . 

171 

3 

3 

3 

7 

I 

234  Meadville . 

*5* 

5 

5 

5 

8 

3 

236 

Chester . 

190 

1 

6 

7 

3 

271 
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qo 

2 

I 

2 

238 
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146 

1 

2 

I 

.... 

I 

239 

Freeport . 

37 

2 

2 

2 

4 

I 

24O 

Montrose . 

17  7 

I 

4 

241 
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ii  8 

1 

9 

2; 

7 

I 

242 

Mauch  Chunk . 

1 72 

7 

243 
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119 

1 

6 

7 

.  .  • 

244 
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10S 

8t 

5 

4 

6 

I 

245 
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*74 

2 

6 

2 

2 

3 

246 

Philadelphia . 

357 

. . . . 

9 

6 

7 

12 

247 
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76 

1 

q 

248 
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122 

4 

5 

1 

6 

3 

249 

Carbondale . 

140 

4 

6 

1 

2 

I 

250 

Sharon . 

1 16 

. . .  . 

8 

1 

.  .  •  . 

I 

25 1 
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7  1 

3 

2 

7 

I 

252 

Fayette  City . 

59 

r 

3 

1 

I 

I 
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4 

4 

2 

.  .  .  . 

I 

255 

Shamokin . 

65 

I 

1 

3 

2 

I 

2^6 

100 

3 

2 

3 

4 

I 

258 

Conneautville  . 

93 

I 

1 

2 

4 

.  .  .  . 

259 

New  Brighton . 

92 

.... 

1 

3 

I 

2 

102 

2 

2 

I 

261 

Providence . 

103 

3 

6 

3 

5 

.... 

262 

Orrstown . 

42 

I 

•  •  •  •  1 

I 

263 

75 

I 

IO1 

.  .  . 

2 

264 

Columbus . 

»5 

2 

4 

2 

I 

263 

Bloomsburg . 

129 

.... 

.  .  . 

2, 

2 

266  York . 

146 

I 

4 

2 

267 

Tremont . 

93 

3 

5 

5 

2 

268  Bellefonte . 

i43  3 

9 

2 

.  .  .  . 

3 

269|Birmingham . 

158  5 

6 

I 

.  .  .  . 

4 

270  Schuylkill  Haven . 

64  ... . 

2 

2 

6 

I 

271  Philadelphia . 

2281  1 

13 

2 

I 

6 

272 

Butler . 

67  .... 

6 

.... 

22 

.... 

273 

Athensville . 

IOI 

1 

10 

4 

274 

Philadelphia . 

203 

I 

12 

.... 

4 

3 

27S 

Latrobe . 

69!  3 

3 

I 

I 

1 

276  Brookville . 

i45 

4 

l6 

.  .  .  . 

1 

-277 

Clarion . 

113 

1 

2 

3 

14 

2 

278 

Tohnstown . 

96|  2 

.... 

2 

5 

3 

281 

Altoona . 

I  l8|  ...  . 

5 

I 

2 

2 

282 

Hollidaysburg . 

8; 

3 

4 

.... 

1 

.... 

2S3 

Bethlehem . 

148  1 

4 

2 

9 

1 

284 

Catasauqua . 

1 13  1 

3 

I 

7 

3 

2S; 

82  .... 

6 

2 

286 

Columbia . 

146 

10 

2 

1 

287 

Pittsburgh . 

274  5 

7 

5 

J3 

1 

28S 

8c 

t; 

2 
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Philadelphia . 

i4S 

.  .  . 

7 

2 

2S 

3 

29c 

Greenville  . 

10 

4 

2 

I 

12 
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174 

7 

3 

1 
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Frankford . 

2g( 

; 

2 

3 

.  .  .  . 

1 

2  9- 

Ashland . 

•  *  • 

2 

2 

3 

29. 

Philadelphia . . . 

24 

1 

2 
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Germantown . 

20 

3 

5 

3 

3 

I  .  .  . 

1 

1 

99... 

l 

2 

29 

7A  .  .  . 

1 

.... 

D  Huntingdon . 

122 _ 

>  2 

1 

30 

1  Waverly . 

6 

8 

\  ... 

IC 

1 
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14 

6  ... 

>  4 

.  .  . 

2 
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25 

1 

1 

?!  t 

3 

9 
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12 


No.  of  Lodge. 

WHERE  HELD 

Members 

Dec.  27th,  1874. 

Admitted. 

Initiated. 

Resigned. 

Suspended  or 

Expelled. 

Died. 

3°6 

Troy . 
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I 

307 

Womelsdorf . 

98 

.... 
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2 

.... 

I 

3°S 

Fort  Washington . 

91 

.... 

5 

.... 

5 

.... 

3°  9 

Downingtown. . . . . 

IOO 

.... 

1 

.... 

3 

2 

3io 

T  rappe . 

67 

.... 

6 

.... 

1 

.... 

31 1 

Mount  Bethel... . 

70 

I 

4 

I 

2 

.... 

312 

Ebensburg . 

62 

.... 

I 

I 

.... 

2 

3*3 

Indiana. . . .  . . .  , 

59 

2 

5 

2 

2 

I 

3*4 

Clearfield . , . . . . 

107 

2 

7 

2 

1 

3 

3LS 

Shippensburg. . . . . 

59 

I 

I 

2 

1 

3j6 

Franklin. . 

123 

2 

3 

2 

1 

I 

3i7 

Wellsboro’ . . . 

79 

7 

3 

2 

.... 

I 

313 

Allegheny  City . 

177 

2 

8 

2 

21 

.... 

"2  I  Q 

Bloomfield . . 

6l 

2 

3  20 

Bedford . 

I  I  I 

4 

I 

4 

I 

321 

East  Liberty . 

IOI 

I 

3 

I 

1 1 

4 

322 

West  Chester . 

1 10 

I 

6 

.... 

3 

I 

323 

Scranton. . 

142 

.... 

6 

.... 

3 

.... 

324 

Mifflintown . . . 

63 

.... 

2 

2 

2 

.... 

325 

Stroudsburg. . . . 

109 

.... 

3 

I 

7 

2 

326 

Trexlertown . . . . . . 

141 

3 

4 

.... 

13 

.... 

327 

Hazleton . 

140 

I 

3 

I 

.... 

I 

328 

Jackson . . . 

50 

.... 

4 

.... 

2 

I 

329 

Greensboro’ . 

30 

7 

2 

330 

Hamlinton . 

33 

.... 

3 

3 

.... 

2 

33i 

1  igonier . 

49 

.... 

3 

2 

2 

.... 

332 

Plymouth . 

48 

2 

2 

7 

333 

Allentown. . . 

!5> 

.... 

3 

2 

.... 

2 

334 

Bradford . 

49 

.... 

I 

2 

22 

.... 

Montoursville . 

c  c 

I 

336 

Gettysburg . 

J  J 
68 

2 

7 

337 

Monongahela  City. . . 

I  IQ 

I 

2 

333 

Great  Bend . 

99 

2 

3 

2 

1 

I 

339 

Hyde  Park . 

1 79 

2 

12 

3 

5 

I 

340 

Garrett’s  Siding . . . 

114 

.... 

5 

2 

2 

I 

341 

Factoryville . 

58 

2 

342 

Coudersport . 

98 

I 

3 

2 

.... 

2 

343 

< 'ochranville . . . 

*35 

.... 

3 

3 

3 

4 

344 

Milford . . 

69 

I 

5 

2 

3 

.... 

345 

Scranton . 

99 

6 

I 

346 

Connellsville . 

78 

2 

8 

1 

2 

I 

347 

Girard . 

70 

2 

4 

34« 

Hanover . 

44 

.... 

I 

1 

I 

349 

Catawissa . 

IOI 

2 

2 

22 

I 

150 

Bloomsburg . 

1 1  ^ 

I 

2 

I 

Knoxville . 

22 

I 

2^2 

Chester . 

76 

K 

353 

Oxford . 

IOO 

2 

4 

1 

4 

354 

Shickshinny . 

65 

.  .  . 

I 

.... 

1 

. . . . 

13 


w 

u 

Q 

o 

fc. 

o 

o 

£ 


355 

356 

357 

358 

359 

360 

361 

362 

363 

364 

365 

366 

367 

368 

369 

370 

371 

372 

373 

374 

375 

376 

377 

378 

379 


380 

381 

382 

383 

384 

385 

386 

387 

388 

389 

390 

391 

392 

393 

395 

396 

397 

398 

399 


400 


401 


402 

403 

404 


WHERE  HELD. 


Blairsville . 

Ten-mile  Village. . . 

Mahan oy  City . 

Somerset . 

Philadelphia . 

Susquehanna  Depot 

Newville . . 

Erie . 

Oil  City . 

Millersburg . 

Corry . 

Union  Mills . . 

Reading . 

Philadelphia . . 

Philadelphia . . 

Mifflinburg . . 

Thompsontorvn. . . . 

Spartansburg . 

Tioga . 

Manchester . . 

McKeesport . 

McVeytown . 

Kutztown . 

Mount  Carmel . 

Ridgway . 

Philadelphia . 

Newport . 

Emporium . 

Coatesville . 

Philadelphia . 

Philadelphia . 

Philadelphia . 

Dushore . 

Smethport . 

West  Middlesex... 
Lawrenceville. . . . . . 

Philipsburg . 

Erie . 

Philadelphia . 

Kingston . . 

Easton . 

Williamsport . 

Marietta . 

North  East . 

Jenkintown . 

Watsontown . 

Philadelphia . 

Clarksville . 

Northumberland. . . 


BS* 

w 

M 

w  ^ 

s 


Q 


59 

3 

6 

I 

4 

.  .  .  . 

40 

.... 

3 

I 

. . . . 

89 

.... 

3 

I 

.  .  .  . 

I 

1 1 7 

4 

25 

I 

I 

I 

106 

.... 

9 

2 

.... 

I 

109 

.... 

6 

2 

5 

.  .  . . 

52 

I 

3 

5 

.  .  . . 

120 

4 

6 

3 

9 

3 

148 

8 

7 

3 

12 

.... 

63 

.... 

5 

13 

119 

3 

9 

3 

.... 

2 

53 

I 

5 

10 

5 

I 

71 

I 

8 

1 

.... 

I 

1  iS 

4 

13 

2 

3 

2 

219 

2 

5 

4 

.... 

2 

52 

I 

2 

5 

I 

.... 

42 

.... 

I 

.... 

I 

I 

42 

.... 

2 

1 

3 

51 

2 

4 

.... 

5 

105 

I 

7 

4 

4 

3 

84 

2 

5 

2 

53 

.... 

I 

.... 

93 

.... 

9 

.... 

I 

I 

5i 

.... 

2 

2 

152 

I 

IO 

7 

95 

2 

6 

1 

12 

46 

2 

I 

IOI 

2 

6 

15 

84 

2 

8 

I 

77 

.... 

4 

1 

I 

I 

144 

I 

IO 

1 

4 

I 

267 

3 

9 

1 

.... 

2 

48 

.... 

3 

8 

3 

I 

64 

45 

I 

3 

5 

IOO 

I 

3 

2 

.... 

2 

77 

8 

2 

93 

2 

2 

4 

233 

I 

IO 

9 

.... 

I 

69 

I 

3 

2 

105 

14 

I 

7 

65 

.... 

2 

I 

I 

I 

62 

2 

6 

.... 

I 

7i 

I 

I 

I 

I 

82 

I 

Q 

97 

2 

12 

I 

I 

I 

166 

2 

I  c 

7 

3i 

I 

I 

1 1 

49 

.  .  .  . 

2 

I 

2 

Suspended  or 
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No.  of  Lodge. 

WHERE  HELD. 

Members 

Dec.  27th,  1874. 

Admitted. 

Initiated. 

Resigned. 

Suspended  or 

Expelled. 

Died. 

405 

Waynesburg . 

42 

1 

I 

.... 

I 

62 

I 

407 

Jacksonville . 

72 

I 

12 

I 

2 

.... 

40S 

Meadville . 

41 

I 

4 

.... 

3 

409 

Pine  Grove . 

43 

I 

2 

I 

410 

Hatboro’ . 

68 

.  .  .  . 

5 

.... 

I 

.... 

411 

Darlington . 

53 

I 

5 

I 

I 

412 

78 

c 

I 

41  7 

Bath . 

74 

I 

2 

j 

414 

Elysburg  . 

35 

2 

2 

415 

Canton . 

76 

.... 

4 

I 

I 

416 

Edinboro’ . 

64 

1 1 

5 

2 

417 

Kirkwood . . . 

54 

2 

6 

5 

.... 

418 

Rome . 

46 

.... 

5 

2 

2 

I 

419 

Philadelphia . . . 

238 

2 

l6 

5 

4 

2 

420 

Conshohocken . 

68 

4 

421 

Osceola . 

19 

0 

422 

Newtown,  Greene  Co . 

27, 

423 

Shrewsbury . 

65 

3 

3 

2 

.... 

I 

424 

Jamestown . 

58 

7. 

-2 

425 

Waterford . . . 

&3 

.... 

5 

4 

6 

.... 

426 

Cressona . 

48 

427 

Newtown,  Bucks  Co . 

60 

4 

3 

2 

I 

428 

Smithfield . 

57 

2 

42Q 

Harmony . 

46 

I 

430 

Allegheny  City . 

I  2Ql 

.... 

6 

I 

4 

2 

4^1 

Saltsburp- . 

36 

I 

I 

432 

Philadelphia . 

89 

I 

14 

14 

18 

.... 

433 

New  Castle . 

IO9 

2 

14 

I 

4 

.... 

434 

Brownsville . 

36 

I 

5 

I 

435 

Reading . 

133 

I 

9 

4 

.... 

I 

436 

Philadelphia . 

i3° 

I 

16 

4 

3 

I 

437 

Apollo . 

44 

I 

3 

.... 

I 

.... 

438 

Nicholson . 

46 

I 

7 

4 

43Q 

Clifford . 

V7 

4 

2 

440 

Slatington . 

34 

.... 

1 

3 

1 

44 1 

Philadelphia . 

219 

n 

8 

I 

I 

442 

Wilkesbarre . 

91 

2 

13 

4 

I 

I 

d&7 

Greencastle . „ . 

44 

6 

444 

Philadelphia . 

34 

4 

12 

5 

I 

I 

445 

Harford . . . 

23 

.... 

2 

4 

I 

.... 

446 

Upper  Uwchlan . 

32 

.... 

2 

2 

2 

I 

447 

C'laysville . . . 

31 

I 

3 

2 

.... 

I 

448 

Sharpsburg . 

70 

.... 

12 

.... 

I 

I 

449 

Philadelphia . 

108 

I 

9 

4 

.... 

I 

450 

Philadelphia . 

i38 

.... 

8 

.... 

4 

3 

45 1 

York . 

ri 

I 

7. 

452 

Sewicklev . 

sj  * 

51 

2 

7. 

I 

453 

Philadelphia . 

94 

5 

5 

15 


1VX 

Dec.  27th,  1874. 

Admitted. 

Initiated. 

Resigned. 

Suspended  or 

Expelled. 

Died. 

68 

4 

4 

4 

5 

I 

Q 

18 

I 

128 

7 

8 

I 

45 

J 

I 

3 

2 

39 

I 

I 

23 

2 

I 

35 

I 

2 

I 

3 

3. 1 

I 

63 

.... 

5 

I 

2 

108 

7 

I  I 

3 

I 

07 

IO 

I 

2Q 

42 

.... 

I 

I 

4 

55 

.... 

5 

.... 

I 

I 

29 

.... 

4 

2 

.... 

I 

3i 

.... 

4 

62 

2 

I 

.... 

2 

.... 

36 

.... 

3 

2 

26 

2 

I 

67 

.... 

5 

I 

2 

76 

I 

7 

3 

66 

.... 

6 

1 

I 

65 

I 

7 

.... 

3 

3 

44 

2 

3 

1 

.... 

I 

56 

2 

2 

2 

27 

I 

3 

52 

•  6 

177 

I 

23 

1 

I 

2 

1 17 

12 

79 

.... 

6 

4 

I 

2 

120 

6 

IO 

1 

.... 

I 

29 

.... 

2 

3 

5i 

.... 

3 

82 

8 

I 

I 

26 

I 

1 

I 

... 

62 

I 

6 

1 

3 

63 

I 

I 

1 

2 

I 

1 17 

.... 

5 

2 

I 

I 

34 

.... 

3 

.... 

3 

.... 

146 

I 

I  I 

5 

3 

2 

/]7 

I 

2 

2 

/ 17 

I 

6 

1 

3  2 

I  I 

35 

I 

5 

1 

I 

.... 

43 

3 

7 

.... 

I 

2 

52 

.... 

9 

EH 

3 

8 

1 

66 

I 

2 

1 

I 

.... 

22 

I 

2 

1 

a 

a 

a 

o 

>J 

a 

o 

6 

2; 


454 

455 

456 

457 

458 

459 

460 

461 

462 

463 

464 

465 

466 

467 

468 

469 

470 

47 1 
47  2 

473 

474 

475 

476 

477 

478 

479 

480 

481 

482 

483 

484 

485 

486 

487 

488 

489 

490 

49 1 
49  2 

493 

494 

495 

496 

497 

498 

499 

500 

501 

502 


WHERE  HELD. 


Burgettstown . 

Erie  . 

Philadelphia . 

Beaver . 

Marysville . 

Mason  town . 

Orangeville . 

Greenfield . 

Berwick . 

Titusville . 

Harrisburg . 

York  Springs . 

Olyphant . 

White  Haven . 

Wyoming . 

Coopersburg . 

Falls  of  Schuylkill 

Leraysville . 

Pleasant  Mount.  .  . 

Cambridge . 

Coalville . 

Kennett  Square. .  . 

Lancaster . 

Westfield . 

Beaver  Falls . 

Morgantown . 

New  Washington.. 

Philadelphia . 

Philadelphia . 

Rouseville . 

Pittsburgh . 

Smith’s  Ferry.... 

Middletown . 

Philadelphia . 

Independence. . . . 

Allegheny . 

Altoona . 

Philadelphia . 

Milroy . 

Philadelphia . 

Tyrone . 

Renovo  . 

Safe  Harbor . 

Waynesburg . 

Linesville . 

West  Pittston . 

Philadelphia . 

Pleasantville . 

Tarentum . 
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No.  of  Lodge. 

WHERE  HELD. 

Members 

Dec.  27th,  1874. 

Admitted. 

Initiated. 

Resigned. 

Suspended  or 

Expelled. 

Died. 

503 

504 

505 

506 

507 

508 

509 

510 

511 

512 

513 
5H 

515 

516 

5W 

5iS 

5J9 

520 

521 

522 

K27 

Wrightsville . 

22 

1 

I 

j 

I 

28 

2 

2 

I 

Port  Allegheny . 

25 

64 

25 

52 

5» 

?8 

C 

7. 

I 

I 

Frankford . 

I 

0 

6 

I 

I 

4 

8 

C 

Birmingham . 

7 

j 

I 

Braddock’s  Field . 

I 

2 

55 

52 

44 

3s 

7  I 

I 

6 

Quakertown . . . 

I  I 

5 

4 

2 

Spring  Hill  Township . 

7 

O 

Danville . 

2S 

•5 

Sharpsville . 

4 

I 

8 

I 

65 

43 

41 

I 

23 

18 

I 

St.  Petersburg . 

K 

I 

Parker  City . 

•J 

19 

j 

New  Bethlehem . 

Is 

4 

Gibsonburg . 

22 

I 

4 

2 

524 

525 

K26 

527 

528 
529, 

Everett  Borough . 

19 

59 

S1 

Allegheny  City . 

I 

23 

18 

I 

I 

Elizabeth . . .  . . ; 

13 

34 

39 

63 

Philadelphia . 

80 

46 

18 

Philadelphia . . . 

57 

102 

Philadelphia . 

40 

I 

RECAPITULATION. 


Members,  Dec.  27th,  1874. . . .  38,137 


Admitted .  600 

Initiated .  1,974 


Resigned . 

Suspended  or  Expelled, 
Died . 


642 

946 

427 


The  Finance  Committee  offered  the  following  Reso¬ 
lutions,  which  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Finance  Committee  be  and  are  hereby 
authorized  to  issue  a  six  per  cent.  Redemption  Loan,  or  ex¬ 
change  the  same  at  par  for  a  like  amount  of  the  7  3-10  Bonds 
of  the  New  Masonic  Temple  Loans  ;  the  principal  of  the  said 
Redemption  Loan  to  be  payable  September  1st,  A.D.  1896,  or 
may  be  paid  any  time  after  September  1st,  1880,  at  the  option 
of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  these  Bonds 
be  applied  exclusively  to  the  payment  and  cancellation  of  the 
7  3-10  Bonds  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple  Loans. 


$MJtl  (t)gt  sf  JfeMSftwtlk, 

QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  December  1st,  A.  D.  1875.  A.  L.  5875. 


PRESENT. 


Bro.  Alfred  R.  Potter, 

Robert  Clark, 

James  M.  Porter, 

Michael  Nisbet, 

Thomas  R.  Patton, 

John  Thomson, 

J.  Alexander  Simpson,  - 
Robert  L.  Muench, 

Robert  H.  Thomas, 

S.  E.  Ancona,  r 

Christopher  Little,  - 
Frederick  J.  Amsden,  - 
George  S.  Snyder, 

Alexander  M.  Lloyd,  - 
A.  M. Pollock, 

Wm.  B.  Meredith, 

Frederick  Whittlesey, 
Pearson  Church, 

Robert  L.  McClellan, 
Thomas  S.  McNair, 

William  Chatland, 

John  H.  Dusenbury, 

Robert  E.  Patterson,  - 
Fitz  James  Evans, 

Hiram  C.  Rockwell,  - 
William  Suddards,  D.D.,  -  j 
Richard  H.  Allen,  D.D.,  -  >• 
Edgar  M.  Levy,  D.D.,  -  J 

James  S.  Barber, 

(17) 


R.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

"  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
“  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

"  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
“  Grand  Treasurer. 

"  Grand  Secretary. 

“  Deputy  Grand  Secretary. 


District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


Grand  Chaplains. 


Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
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Bro.  Alfred  Slack, 

"  George  B.  Cole, 

"  James  Morrell,  Jr.  , 

"  George  W.  Wood, 

"  Andrew  J.  Kauffman,  - 
“  S.  Kingston  McCay, 

“  Harrison  G.  Clark,  - 
"  Peter  Fritz, 

“  John  Thomson, 

“  Henry  M.  Phillips, 

“  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 


Junior  Grand  Deacon. 
Grand  Stewards. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Gratid  Sword  Bearer. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 
Grand  Tyler. 

*1 

j-  Past  Grand  Masters. 

-J 


Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

'  E.  Harper  Jeffries, 

‘  Alfred  R.  Potter, 

Two  hundred  and  eleven 


(  Representative  of  the  Grand 
1  Lodges  of  Louisiana  and  Canada. 
Representative  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Kentucky . 
Representative  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Jersey. 

(21 1 )  Lodges  represented. 


This  being  the  time  designated  by  the  Ahiman  Rezon 
for  the  election  of  officers  to  serve  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  the  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  appointed  tellers,  who,  alter  receiving 
and  counting  the  votes,  announced  the  following 
named  Brethren  as  elected : 


Bro.  Robert  Clark, 

In  place  of  Bro.  Alfred  R. 

Bro.  James  M.  Porter, 

“  Michael  Nisbet, 

“  Samuel  B.  Dick, 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton, 

"  John  Thomson, 

"  Jacob  Laudenslager,  - 
"  George  Griscom, 

“  Daniel  Brittain, 

“  John  Hanold, 

“  Edward  Strickland,  - 
“  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

“  George  Thomson, 

“  Charles  M.  Prevost,  - 
“  Henry  C.  Howell, 

“  Jacob  Roberts,  M.D.,  - 


R.  IV.  Grand  Master. 

Potter,  who  declined  a  re-election. 

R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

“  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

“  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

“  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Grand  Secretary. 

Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
Charity  Fund. 


Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest. 
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The  different  Committees  being  called  upon,  made 
their  respective  reports  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  re¬ 
port,  which  was  approved,  and  the  Resolutions  attached 
thereto  were  adopted  : 

That  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ahiman 
Rezon,  they  have  examined  the  following  accounts,  viz.: 

The  accounts  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  show  : 


RECEIPTS. 

Received  for  Dues,  Masonic  Rents,  Initiations, 

ten  per  cent.,  &c.,  -  -  $131,340  38 

“  “  Dispensations,  Ahiman  Rezons,  and 

Certificates,-  ...  10,651  20 

“  “  Warrants,  -----  2,600  00 

“  Store  Rents,  -  7,320  00 

“  Sale  of  Fire  Proof,  &c.,  -  -  15 1  00 

“  Interest  on  Deposits,  Grand  Trea¬ 
surer,  -----  7Q3  26 

Balance  November  15th,  1874,  -  -  -  7,406  42 


PAYMENTS. 


$160,262  26 


Paid  for  Interest, 

Paid  Temple  Commit¬ 
tee, 

Paid  Grand  Master, 

Paid  Dist.  Dep.  Grand 
Masters, 

Paid  Salaries  Grand  Offi¬ 
cers  and  Clerks. 

John  Thomson  from 
Sept.  30, 1 874  to  Sept. 
30,  1875, 


$114,394  28 

18,040  53 
1,050  00 

2,053  74 


$2,000  00 
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Francis  Blackburne  from 
Sept.  30,  1S74,  to  Sept. 

3°>  1875,  -  -  $1,200  00 

Joseph  H.  Boswell  from 
Sept.30,  1874  to  Sept. 

3°,  1875,  -  1,000  00 

Chas.  H.  Kingston, from 
Sept.  30,  1 874  to  Sept. 

3°.  1 S7  5 ,  -  -  1,000  00 

Harrison  G.  Clark,  from 
Sept.  30,  1 874  to  Sept. 

30,  1875,  -  -  150  00 

Books,  Stationery,  Post¬ 
age,  &c.,  -  -  314  10 

- $5,664  10 

Paid  Taxes,  Chestnut  Street 

Hall,  -  -  -  $3,981  80 

Water  Rent,  -  -  71  00 

Sewer,  -  -  13  30 

Repairs,  -  -  61  75 

Printing,  including  Grand 
Lodge  Proceedings, 
in  Memoriam  Past 
Grand  Masters  Read, 

Scott,  and  Page,  and 
Wilson,  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter,  and  Harris,  Grand 
Secretary  of  Canada,  1, 1 16  25 


Repairing  Seal, 

20  00 

G.  L.  Certificates, 

90  OO 

Committee  Louisiana 

Sufferers,  for  Print- 

incr 

71  50 

Carriages,  and  Fu- 

neral  Expenses,  - 

14  25 

$5,439  85 
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Less  received  from 
Grand  Chapter  for 
Postage,  Stationery, 

&c.,  -  -  $i  1 8  OO 

- $5-321  85 

Library  Committee,  600  00 

To  Sinking  Fund,  11,000  OO 

- $158,124  50 

Balance  in  hands  Grand  Treasurer,  -  $2,137  76 


The  accounts  of  the  Grand  Secretary  for  sale  of  Dispensa¬ 
tions,  Certificates,  Ahiman  Rezons,  show  : 

Balance  on  hand,  November  15th,  1875,  -  -  $  814  00 

Dispensations,  -------  4,440  00 

Certificates,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  176  00 

Ahiman  Rezons,  ------  95  20 

Postage  Stamps,  -  --  --  -  400 

$5,529  20 

Paid  Grand  Treasurer  as  follows  : 

1875,  Jan.  2d,  Cash,  -  -  $1,467  00 

“  April  2d,  “  1,227  20 

“  July  1st,  “  -  -  -  1,355  00 

“  Oct.  14th,  “  -  -  -  672  00  $4,721  20 

Leaving  balance  in  his  hands,  Nov.  15,  1875,  $  808  OO 

The  accounts  of  the  Trustees  Girard  Bequest,  show: 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  as  per  last  report,  -  $2,168  05 

Interest  and  Premiums  on  gold,  -  4.297  23 


$6,465  28 

By  Cash  Paid  Orders  of  Stewards,  -  $3,000  00 

“  “  “  for  $1,000  New  Masonic 

Temple  Loan  and  In¬ 
terest,  -  -  1,050  00 


2 


By  Cash  Paid  for  $500  Lehigh  Gold 

Loan  and  Brokerage,  $506  25 
“  for  $1,000  Masonic  Tem- 


pie  Redemption  Loan,  1,000  00 

$5,556 

25 

Balance  on  hand,  November  15th,  1875, 

$  909 

03 

These  Investments  are: 

New  Masonic  Temple  Loan,  - 

0*1 

0 

8 

0 

00 

Masonic  Temple  Redemption  Loan, 

1,000 

00 

Bond  and  Mortgage,  Sunbury  Masonic  Hall  Asso 

ciation,  balance  due,  ----- 

1,000 

00 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Nav.  G.  Loan,  -  -  - 

0 

0 

o_ 

A 

00 

$59,000  00 

The  accounts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund,  show: 
Balance  on  hand  last  report,  -  $1,398  80 

Received  for  Interest,  ------  4,686  05 

$6,084  85 

Cash  paid  Almoners,  -  -  -  $3,000  00 

“  for  $1,600  New  Masonic 

Temple  Loan  and  Interest  1,688  00 
“  John  P.  Jenkins,  -  -  8  00  4,696  00 


Balance  on  hand,  -  -  $1,388  85 

These  investments  are: 

New  Masonic  Temple  Loan,  -  -  -  $63,000  00 

City  Sixes,  -------  1,600  00 

$64,600  00 

Your  Committee  have  examined  the  Books  and  Vouchers  of 
the  Temple  Committee  and  Library  Committee,  also  the  Books, 
Vouchers,  and  Securities  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  have  found  them  correct,  and  their  transactions  will 
be  fully  set  out  in  their  Reports  to  this  Grand  Lodge. 

We  have  also  examined  the  transfer  of  Bonds  of  New  Ma¬ 
sonic  Temple  Loan,  also  the  payments  and  exchanges  of  the 
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✓ 


New  Masonic  Temple  Loan  to  the  Masonic  Temple  Redemp¬ 
tion  Loan, and  have  found  them  correct. 

The  Grand  Secretary  furnished  the  Committee  with  a 
balance  sheet  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  15th 
day  of  November,  1875,  being  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  and 
which  is  affixed  hereto,  as  also  one  for  the  commencement  of 
the  fiscal  year  1876. 

From  the  Books  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  present  the  following  estimated  Receipts  and  Expendi¬ 
tures  for  the  year  1876. 

RECEIPTS. 


Cash  on  hand,  November  15th,  1875,  -  -  $  2,137  75 

Dues,  --------  50,000  00 

Initiations, . -  17,000  OO 

Ten  Per  Cents,  ------  5,000  OO 

Masonic  Rents,  ------  53,000  00 

Store  “------  -  g, 600  00 

Dispensations,  ------  10,000  00 

Warrants,  -------  600  00 

Due  Grand  Lodge  as  per  Balance  Sheet,  November 

15th,  1875,  ------  I3,7H  65 

Masonic  Rents,  due  December  31st,  1875,  -  13,000  00 


£174,052  40 

PAYMENTS. 


Interest  on  Masonic  Loans,  -  $ 

Sinking  Fund,  - 
Expenses  Grand  Master, 

D.  D.  Grand  Masters, 
Salaries  Grand  Treasurer, £  200  00 

“  “  Secretary,  2,000  00 

Clerks  to  Grand  “  2,200  00 

“  Finance  Commit¬ 
tee,  -  -  400  00 

Grand  Master,  600  00 
Grand  Tyler,  -  -  150  00 

Books, Postage, Stationery, &C.450  00 


100,000  00 
15,000  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 


6,000  00 
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Printing,  including  G.L.  Proceedings,  $1,000  OO 
Expenses  Grand  Lodge,  -  1,000  oo 

Taxes,  Water  Rent,  Sewerage,  &c., 

Chestnut  Street  Hall,  -  -  5,000  00 


Temple  Committee: 

Special  Appropriation,  - 
Superintendent, 

Night  Watchman, 
Engineer, 

Day  Fireman, 

Night  “ 

Laborers,  - 
Gas, 

Fuel,  - 

Water  Rent,  - 
Ice,  - 

Contingent  Expenses, 
Library  Committee, 


$  5 I 2  00 

1,500  00 
624  00 
1,300  OO 
637  00 
728  00 
2,730  00 
5,000  00 

2,000  OO 
200  OO 
200  OO 
2,081  OO 

- $  17,512  OO 

600  OO 


$149,612  OO 

Due  to  Sinking  Fund  for 

1875,  -  -  $15,000  00 

“  Balance  of  Salaries 

1875,  -  -  -  1,760  00 

“  Temple  Committee, 

Labor,  &c.,  -  1,500  00 

“  Bill  to  Bryson  &  Co., 

for  Printing,  -  464  18 

“  Bill  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee,  Murphy’s 
Sons  for  Bonds, 

Books, Stationery, 

Notices, Envelopes, 

&c.,  for  Masonic 
Redemption  Loan  651  53 


Due  to  Moss  &  Co.,  Books, 

Ledger,  Cash  and 
Day  Book  for 

Grand  Secretary,  $44  50  $19,420  21  $169,032  21 


Balance,  ...  $5,020  19 

In  regard  to  the  application  for  the  remission  of  their  dues 
for  1 874  from  Lodge  No.  338,  at  Great  Bend,  whose  Hall,  Fur¬ 
niture,  Books,  &c.,  were  destroyed  by  the  great  fire  in  that 
town,  we  would  recommend  that  on  account  of  their  great 
loss  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

CHESTNUT  STREET  HALL. 

We  regret  to  report  that  this  property  still  remains  on  our 
hands  unsold.  There  have  been  several  inquiries,  and  offers 
to  rent  the  upper  part  of  the  Hall,  during  the  Centennial 
year,  but  as  we  are  not  authorized  to  rent  it — in  fact,  we  could 
not  on  any  other  terms  than  we  do  to  the  tenants  occupying 
the  stores,  we  of  course  declined  the  propositions. 

The  clause  in  the  leases  requiring  the  tenants  in  the  stores 
to  vacate  on  sixty  days’  notice,  effectually  deters  any  one  from 
renting,  and  we  still  have  another  difficulty — should  the  Grand 
Lodge  decide  to  rent,  we  are  required  to  get  the  approbation 
to  do  so  from  some  eight  or  nine  Insurance  Companies,  with 
whom  the  property  is  insured,  some  of  them  being  so  restric¬ 
tive  they  have  intimated  that  if  the  nature  of  the  business  of 
the  lessees  did  not  entirely  suit  them,  they  would  demand  a 
cancellation  of  their  policies  of  insurance. 

No  doubt  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  obtain  all  the 
revenue  possible  out  of  the  property,  but  we  cannot  secure  a 
tenant  for  a  less  term  than  one  year,  and  in  the  meantime,  if 
an  offer  to  purchase  should  be  made,  we  would  be  prevented 
from  giving  possession  until  the  expiration  of  the  year. 

The  subject  however  is  for  the  Grand  Lodge  to  decide 
upon,  and  the  Committee  will  govern  themselves  accordingly. 
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THE  MASONIC  TEMPLE  REDEMPTION  LOAN. 

The  six  per  cent.  Loan  authorized  by  Resolutions  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  Communication,  September  1st,  1875,  was 
offered  for  sale,  on  the  3d  day  of  September,  the  Committee 
having  agreed  to  issue  the  same  in  Certificates  of  $50,  $100, 
$500,  $1,000  and  $5,000  ;  all  the  necessary  books  for  the  trans¬ 
actions,  and  management  of  the  Loan,  have  been  procured  ;  the 
Bonds  are  also  prepared,  and  are  being  delivered  to  the  pur¬ 
chasers  of  the  Loan. 

The  sale  of  the  Redemption  Loan  from  the  3d  of  Septem¬ 
ber  to  the  1 5th  of  November  amounted  to  $203,850.00,  the  ex¬ 
changes  from  the  7  3-10  to  the  six  per  cent,  amounted  to 
$139,425,  and  there  have  been  paid  and  cancelled  of  the 
7  3-10  $30,125. 

Under  the  circumstances  the  Committee  felt  justified  in 
calling  in  the  first,  second,  and  third  series  of  the  New  Ma¬ 
sonic  Temple  7  3-10  Loan  for  payment  or  exchange,  as  the 
holders  of  them  may  desire. 

We  propose  to  call  in  the  remaining  series  of  the  7  3-ioths  in 
the  order  of  their  issue  as  rapidly  as  the  sale  of  the  six  per 
cents,  or  the  exchanges  of  the  7  3-10,  will  admit  of. 

While  we  are  much  encouraged  with  the  success  we  met 
with  in  the  disposal  of  the  Redemption  Loan,  we  think  it  ad¬ 
visable  to  put  a  portion  of  it  on  the  market  while  money  is  as 
easily  obtained  as  at  present,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  call  in  the 
entire  amount  of  our  outstanding  7  3-10  Bonds  of  the  New 
Masonic  Temple  Loan  for  payment  or  exchange. 

We  have  the  offer  of  a  broker  who  will  dispose  of  the 
Loan  for  us  at  a  charge  3-8  of  one  per  cent.,  including  all  ex¬ 
penses. 

When  the  entire  amount  of  our  7  3-10  Bonds  of  the  New 
Masonic  Temple  Loans  are  funded  into  the  Redemption  Loan 
bearing  six  per  cent,  interest  (which  we  think  and  feel  confident 
can  be  done  during  the  coming  year),  the  Grand  Lodge  will 
find  her  financial  condition  so  much  improved  as  to  enable  it 
to  make  a  very  liberal  reduction  of  rents  to  the  Lodges  and 
Masonic  bodies  occupying  this  Hall,  who  have  so  patiently 
and  commendably  borne  the  heavy  drain  upon  their  treasuries. 


27 


THE  SINKING  FUND. 

At  the  December  Communication,  1874,  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  the  Finance  Committee  jointly,  be  and  are  hereby  au¬ 
thorized  to  cancel  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  Bonds 

« 

of  the  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan  held  by  the  Sinking  Fund. 

On  the  1 8th  of  December,  1874,  the  following  communica¬ 
tion  was  received  from  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master  : 

John  C.  Yeager,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  : 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother. — Under  a  Resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
passed  April  7,  1869.  A.  L.  5869,  as  follows  : 

Resolved ,  That  five  per  cent,  of  the  current  receipts  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated  and  set  apart  for  the 
Redemption  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan,  it  being  in  the  nature  of 
a  contract  between  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  holders  of  its  Loans,  I 
consider  it  my  duty  to  inhibit  the  cancellations  of  the  $100,000  &  the 
Bonds  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple  Loans  held  by  the  Sinking  Fund, 
until  the  whole  subject  shall  be  presented  at  a  future  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  Truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

ALFRED  R.  POTTER, 

Grand  Master. 

In  obedience  to  the  mandate  of  the  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Master,  this  subject  was  held  in  abeyance  until  the 
present  time.  We  believe  this  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  be  the  most  opportune  time  to  again  consider  the 
subject,  and  we  respectfully  invite  your  consideration  thereto. 

In  order  to  enable  the  Grand  Lodge  more  thoroughly  to 
understand  this  question,  we  invited  a  conference  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  Officers,  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and 
several  eminent  Brothers  of  the  legal  profession,  who  kindly 
consented  to  advise  with  us  on  the  propriety  of  the  disposition 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  recommended  by  this  Committee,  at 
the  December  Communication,  1874. 

During  the  examination,  and  consideration  of  this  subject 


28 


there  was  of  course  a  diversity  of  opinion,  mainly  however, 
upon  the  propriety  of  applying  the  proceeds  of  the  Fund  at 
the  present  time  to  the  payment  of  the  7  3-10  New  Masonic 
Temple  Loan,  some  Brothers  assuming  that  the  Fund  was  in 
the  nature  of  a  Trust,  for  the  protection  of  the  holders  of  the 
Loan,  and  should  be  allowed  to  accumulate  to  a  large  amount 
before  applying  it  to  the  payment  of  the  7  3-10  Bonds  ;  others 
of  the  meeting  earnestly  urged  the  propriety  of  applying  the 
entire  amount  held  by  the  Sinking  Fund,  immediately  to  the 
payment  and  cancellation  of  an  equal  amount  of  the  7  3-10 
New  Masonic  Temple  Loan. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  laws  and  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  reference  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
we  failed  to  discover  any  law  which  restricted  the  authority  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  over  the  subject  in  question,  or  would  in  any 
way  prevent  your  honorable  body,  at  any  time  that  might  be 
deemed  practicable,  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  to  the  payment  of  your  matured  7  3-10  Bonded  debt. 

In  the  wording  of  every  resolution  passed  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  in  reference  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  it  is  expressly  quali¬ 
fied,  that  the  Sinking  Fund  was  created  for,  and  is  intended 
for  no  other  purpose,  than  for  the  redemption  of  the  7  3-10 
New  Masonic  Temple  Loan,  and  your  Committee  believe 
further,  that  in  view  of  the  financial  change  now  progressing, 
to  wit :  the  conversion  of  our  7  3-10  Loan  to  that  of  the  six  per 
cent.  Redemption  Loan,  makes  it  an  imperative  duty  to  liqui¬ 
date  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  your  original 
debt,  with  the  funds  which  were  specially  provided  for  that 
purpose. 

It  would  not  be  a  very  flattering  commentary  on  the  business 
character  and  wisdom  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  should  they  borrow 
$150,000,  to  liquidate  the  same  amount  of  the  7  3-10  New  Ma¬ 
sonic  Temple  Loan,  when  at'  the  same  time  you  hold  in  your 
possession  sufficient  funds  to  enable  you  to  extinguish  that 
amount  of  your  debt. 

The  application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the 
payment  of  an  equivalent  amount  of  the  7  3-10  New  Masonic 
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Temple  Loan,  would  be  regarded  as  an  evidence  of  an  honest 
intent  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  maintain  unsullied 
its  faith  with  the  holders  of  its  Loans. 

We  are  fully  convinced  that  the  payment  of  $150,000  of 
your  7  3-10  Loan,  will  tend  to  strengthen  and  enhance  the 
credit  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

By  the  cancellation  of  the  7  3-10  Bonds  held  by  the  Sink¬ 
ing  Fund,  and  the  application  of  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  assets  of  the  Fund  to  the  same  purpose,  so  as  to 
pay  off  and  cancel  one  hundred  and fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the 
7  3-10  Loans ,  on  that  reduction  of  our  debt,  we  avoid  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  providing  for  $10,950  for  interest. 

By  the  conversion  of  the  7  3-10  Loan  to  the  six  per 
cent.,  we  will  reduce  our  interest  account  $19,116.82.  The 
amount  ofinterest  as  at  present  required  is  $107,384.32  annually. 
After  the  change  of  our  Loan,  and  the  extinguishment  of 
$150,000  of  7  3-10  Loan,  the  interest  on  the  reduced  debt, 
$1,320,525,  will  amount  to  $79,231.50,  showing  a  saving  of  in¬ 
terest  annually  of  $28,152.82. 

We  therefore  again  earnestly  recommend  the  cancellation  of 
the  7  3-10  Bonds  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple  Loans  held  by 
the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  the  Commissioners  of  said  Fund  be 
authorized  to  convert  so  much  of  their  other  assets  into  money 
as  may  be  requisite,  and  apply  it  to  the  payment  and  cancel¬ 
lation  of  the  7  3-10  Loan,  so  as  to  extinguish  $150,000,  of  said 
Loan. 

It  affords  us  pleasure  to  report  that  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  are  fully  in  accord  with  us  in  our  recommenda¬ 
tion  on  this  subject. 

We  respectfully  offer  the  following  resolutions,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and 
Finance  Committee,  jointly  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  cancel  the  Bonds  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple 
7  3-10  Loan,  held  by  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  the  Com¬ 
missioners  of  said  Fund  be  authorized  and  directed  to  convert 
a  sufficient  amount  of  such  other  securities  held  by  them  into 
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money,  and  apply  the  same  to  the  liquidation  of  an  equal 
amount  of  the  7  3-10  Loan,  so  as  to  extinguish  an  amount  of 
$150,000.00  of  the  Bonds  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan. 

Resolved ,  That  inasmuch  as  the  Sinking  Fund  was  origin¬ 
ally  created  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  redemption  of  the  7 
3-10  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan,  the  said  Sinking  Fund ’shall 
be  continued,  and  managed  to  facilitate  the  extinguishment  of 
the  six  per  cent.  Redemption  Loan,  authorized  by  resolutions  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  Quarterly  Communication,  September 
1,  1875,  and  that  the  proceeds  of  said  Fund  shall  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  matured  bonded  debt  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  at  such  periods  of  time,  and  in  such  amounts  as  the 
Grand  Lodge  may  deem  expedient. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  necessity  should  arise  therefor, 
the  Finance  Committee,  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  place 
a  portion  of  the  Redemption  Loan  for  sale  in  the  hands  of  a 
banker  or  broker. 

Past  Grand  Master  Phillips  moved  to  amend  by 
adding  the  words  “  at  not  less  than  par.” 

Resolved,  The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  be  and  is 
hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrants  on  theRight  Worshipful 
Grand  Treasurer  for  such  amounts  as  may  be  required  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  Masonic  Temple  Loans,  falling  due  on  the 
1st  days  of  March  and  September,  also  for  the  payment  or  ex¬ 
change  of  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan  into  Masonic  Temple 
Redemption  Loan. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  appropriations  be  made,  to 
wit : 

For  interest  on  Masonic  Loans,  -  -  $  100,000  oc 

“  Grand  Master,  -  1,500  00 

“  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  -  -  2,000  00 

“  Temple  Committee,  -  17, p2  00 

“  Sinking  Fund,  -  -  -  15,000  00 

“  Grand  Lodge  Officers  and  their  Offices,  6,000  00 
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For  Printing,  including  Grand  Lodge  Proceed¬ 
ings,  ------ 

“  Expenses  Grand  Lodge,  - 
“  Library  Committee,  -  -  -  - 

“  Taxes,  Water  Rent,  Sewerage,  Chestnut 
t  St.  Hall,  ------ 

“  Bryson,  Murphy  Sons,  and  Moss  &  Bros.’ 
Bills,  ------ 


$1,000  00 
1,000  oo 
6oo  oo 

5,000  oo 

I,l6o  21 


$150,772  21 

Resolved,  That  the  dues  of  Lodge  No.  338,  amounting  to 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  be  and  are  hereby  remitted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  C.  YEAGER, 
JAMES  HERDMAN, 
CONRAD  B.  DAY, 

E.  HARPER  JEFFRIES, 
W.  H.  EAGLE. 
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BALANCE  SHEET  GRAND  LODGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 
NOVEMBER  15,  1875. 

Dr.  Cr. 


t  Due  by  Lodges,  &c .  $13,714  65 

Expenses  Grand  Master.  1,050  00 
“  D.D.  “  Masters.  2,053  74 

Salaries,  &c .  5,664  10 

Temple  Committee .  18,040  53 

Library  Committee .  600  00 

Interest .  109,074  15 

Sinking  Fund .  133.873  S5 

Stephen  Girard  Charity 

Fund .  58,668  05 

Grand  Lodge  Charity  F’d.  64,398  80 
Expenses  Grand  Lodge..  5,321  85 
Real  Estate . 1,919,126  95 

CasI} .  176,493  3° 

Profit  and  Loss  (Allow¬ 
ance  Dues  to  Lodges,&c.)  381  50 


$2,508,461  47 


Due  to  Lodges .  $236  80 

City  Dues .  24,770  17 

Dues  Elsewhere .  25,723  33 

Initiations,  City .  6,3^0  00 

“  Elsewhere...  10,744  00 

Ten  per  cents .  4, 985  50 

Masonic  Temple  Redemp¬ 
tion  Loan .  343,275  00 

New  Masonic  Temple 

Loan,  1st  Series.  61,175  00 

“  “  2d  “  181,150  00 

“  “  3d  .  “  194,875  00 

“  “  4th  “  200, coo  00 

“  “  5th  “  199,300  00 

“  “  6th  “  198,100  OO 

“  “  7th  “  200,000  00 

“  “  8th  “  66,375  00 

Masonic  Rents .  54,261  49 

Store  Rents .  7,320  00 

Dispensations .  10,651  20 

Warrants .  2,600  co 

Grand  Lodge  of  Penna _ 716,588  98 


$2,508,461  47 


BALANCE  SHEET  GRAND  LODGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 
NOVEMBER  15,  1875, 

After  the  Closing  Entries  for  Fiscal  Year  1875  ARE  Made. 
Dr.  Cr- 


Due  from  Lodges . 

■  •  $I3.7H 

65 

Due  to  Lodges . 

$236  80 

Sinking  Fund . 

••  I33.S73 

85 

Masonic  Temple  Redemp- 

Stephen  Girard  Charity 

tion  Loan . 

343,275  00 

Fund . 

. .  58,668 

03 

New  Masonic  Temple 

Grand  Lodge  Charity  !<  ’ 

d.  64,398 

So 

Loan,  1st  Series. 

61,175  00 

Real  Estate . 

95 

“  “  2d  “ 

181,150  00 

Cash . 

••  176,493 

30 

“  “  3d  “ 

194,875  00 

“  “  4th  “ 

200,000  OO 

“  “  5th  “ 

1 99,300  OO 

“  “  6th  “ 

198,100  00 

“  “  7th  “ 

200,000  OO 

“  “  8th  “ 

66,375  00 

Grand  Lodge  of  Penna..  . 

721,788  80 

$2,366,275 

60 

$2,366,275  60 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  SINKING  FUND. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  respectfully  pre¬ 
sent  their  Second  Annual  Report. 

M  the  date  of  their  First  Annual  Report  (December  2, 
1874),  the  Fund  actually  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners 
amounted  to  $122,787  13 

As  follows  : 

New  Masonic  Temple  Loan  7  3-10  per 

cent.  -----  $105,600  00 

Pittsburgh  7  per  cent.  Loan,  -  15,000  00 

Cash,  -  -  -  -  -  2,187  13 

- 122,787  13 

There  have  been  received  since  the  date  of  that  Report— 
From  the  Grand  Treasurer,  balance  of  appropriation  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  1874  in  full,  $1 1,000  00 

Interest : 

On  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan,  $7,689  91 
“  $  1 5 ,000  Pittsburgh  7  per  cent. 

Loan,  -  1,050  00 

“  $16,000,  Cincinnati  7  3-10 

per  cent.  Loan,  -  -  584  00 

“  Deposits,  &c.,  -  -  -  136  63  9,460  54 

Making  a  total  of  $20,460  54 

To  which  add  cash  balance  as  above  at  date  of 

First  Annual  Report,  -  -  -  -  2,187  13 

Makes  the  amount  of  cash  to  be  accounted  for  $22,647  67 
which  has  been  expended  as  follows : 

P'or  Certificates  of  New  Masonic 

Temple  Loan,  -  -  $4,725  OO 

For  accrued  interest  on  same,  43  20 

“  Cincinnati  7  3-10  per  cent. 

Loan  at  102,  -  -  16,320  00 


Amounts  forward, 


$21,088  20  $22,647  67 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  -  $21,088  20  $22,647  67 

For  accrued  interest  on  same,  153  60 


Total  paid  for  investments,  -  $21,241  80 

For  Checkbook,  stamps  and  rent  of 

safe  in  Fidelity  Insurance  Co.,  21  00 
For  interest  collected  on  Bond  for 
$1,000,  returned  to  Lodge, 

No.  450,  per  Resolution  of 

Grand  Lodge,  -  -  $182  50  $21,445  3° 


Leaving  a  cash  balance  Nov.  15, 

1875,  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  of  -  $1,202  3 7 

which  is  on  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  Commissioners,  with 
the  Fidelity  Insurance,  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company,  at 
three  per  cent,  interest,  and  the  appropriation  from  Grand 
Lodge,  for  1875,  is  yet  to  be  paid  -  -  $15,000  00 

The  Fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners,  November 
1 5 ,  1875,  was  as  follows  : 

Certificates  of  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan,  -  $109,325  00 

Pittsburgh  7  per  cent.  Loan,  -  15,000  00 

Cincinnati  7  3-10  per  cent.  Loan,  -  -  -  16,000  00 

Cash  on  hand,  -------  1,202  37 


Making  a  total  of  -  -  -  -  $141,527  37 

If  to  this  be  added  the  appropriation  by  Grand 

Lodge  for  1875,  yet  to  be  paid,  -  -  -  15,000  00 


It  makes  an  aggregate  of  $156,527  37 


The  Commissioners  received  notice  from  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  that  under  the  Resolution  of  Grand  Lodge  providing  for 
a  Masonic  Temple  Redemption  Loan,  they  would  be  prepared 
to  pay  or  exchange  Certificates  of  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan 
of  the  first  and  second  series  held  by  the  Commissioners  to 
the  amount  of  $8,000,  the  interest  on  which  would  cease  Nov. 
27,  and  of  the  third  series  to  the  amount  of  $13,050,  the 


35 


interest  on  which  would  cease  December  15,  1875,  no  action 
has  been  taken  in  the  matter  for  the  following  reasons : 

By  resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  adopted  December  1, 
1874,  it  was  directed  that  the  Certificates  of  New  Masonic  Tem¬ 
ple  Loan,  held  by  the  Commissioners  be  cancelled.  The  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Master,  for  sufficient  reasons,  felt  it  his 
duty  to  inhibit  this  cancellation  until  the  Grand  Lodge  should 
further  consider  the  matter  and  otherwise  direct.  As  will  fully 
appear  from  the  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  a  course  of 
action  has  been  decided  upon  to  be  recommended  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  which  if  adopted  will  involve  the  cancellation  of  the 
Certificates  so  called  in  for  payment  or  redemption.  This 
course  of  action  was  approved  after  a  full  and  free  discussion 
of  the  whole  subject  in  all  its  aspects,  there  being  but  one 
feeling  manifested — that  of  an  anxious  and  sincere  desire  to  do 
all  that  which  was  right  and  best  to  all  concerned.  The 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  give  the  measure  their 
entire  concurrence  and  sincerely  hope  that  the  resolutions  to  be 
reported  this  evening  by  the  Finance  Committee  will  meet  the 
approval  of  Grand  Lodge. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  C.  PERKINS, 

Chair7na.11. 

December  1,  1875. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE 
CHARITY  FUND. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund 
made  the  following  report,  which,  with  the  resolutions 
attached  thereto,  were  adopted. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund  re¬ 
spectfully  submit  the  following  account,  &c. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  1st,  1875. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  Pennsylvania. 

Brethren  :  The  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund 
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respectfully  submit  the  following  account  showing  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  of  the  Trust  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  No¬ 
vember  15th,  1875,  also  the  present  condition  of  the  Fund. 

The  amount  annually  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Al¬ 
moners  by  the  Trust  is  in  the  aggregate  three  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  divided  into  four  parts,  and  payments  made  as  follows  . 
January,  one  thousand  dollars ;  April ,  five  hundred  dollars ; 
July,  five  hundred  dollars  and  October,  one  thousand  dollars. 
For  the  sums  as  specified,  orders  are  drawn  oh  the  Trust  by 
the  Grand  Master  in  favor  of  the  Grand  Treasurer. 

The  credit  made  in  the  account  at  date,  December  26th, 
1874,  is  for  the  amount  received  from  the  Grand  Treasurer, 
Brother  Thos  R.  Patton,  the  same  being  the  accrued  interest' 
on  appropriations  made  for  the  use  of  the  Almoners  during  the 
year  1874. 

The  Trustees  also  report  that  they  purchased  in  the  month 
of  April  last  for  investment  sixteen  hundred  dollars  7  3-10 
Masonic  Temple  Loan,  seventh  series,  for  which  they  paid  the 
sum  of  sixteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars,  thereby  in¬ 
creasing  the  invested  fund  to  the  sum  of  sixty-four  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars,  to  which  add  balance  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  thirteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  eighty- 
five  cents,  will  make  the  whole  capital  of  the  Trust  at  this 
time  amount  to  sixty-five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  dollars  eighty-five  cents  ($65,988  85). 

The  increase  or  gain  to  the  Fund  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
this  day  has  been  sixteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars 
and  five  cents  ($1,678  05). 

The  Trustees  further  report  that  notice  was  given  by  the  Fi¬ 
nance  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  the  73-10  per  cent. 
Bond,  &c.,  No.  4,  second  series  in  sum,  forty-one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  ($41,500)  Masonic  Temple  Loan  held  by 
the  Trust  would  be  due  on  the  27th  day  of  November,  1875, 
and  interest  on  the  same  would  cease  at  that  time,  and  the 
amount  of  Bond  paid  in  cash  or  transferred  to  the  six  per 
cent.  Masonic  Temple  Redemption  Loan  as  may  be  desired 
by  the  holders  of  said  Bond.  The  Trustees  having  in  view  the 
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(best  interest  of  the  Trust  adopted  the  following  resolution,  at 
the  stated  meeting  of  the  Board  held  October  5  th,  1875. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  ask  permission 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  sell  the  Philadelphia  City  Loan  held 
by  the  Trust,  and  invest  the  proceeds  of  sale  in  Masonic 
Temple  Redemption  Six  Per  Cent.  Loan ;  also  to  change  the 
7  3-10  Per  Cent.  Masonic  Loan  to  the  Six  Per  Cent.  Loan 
when  required  to  do  so. 

In  view  of  the  loss  of  interest  for  the  time  intervening  before 
action  could  be  had  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  it  was  deemed  ad¬ 
visable  to  make  the  immediate  change  of  Loan,  relying  on  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  sustain  them  in  their  action.  The  Trustees 
beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolutions  and  ask  their 
adoption.  JACOB  LAUDENSLAGER, 

President. 

Resolved,  That  the  action  had  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  Charity  Fund  in  transferring  the  Bond  No.  4,  second 
series,  7  3-10  Per  Cent.  Masonic  Temple  Loan,  amounting  to 
(#41,500),  to  the  Six  Per  Cent.  Masonic  Temple  Redemption 
Loan,  be  and  is  hereby  approved. 

Resolved,  Said  Trustees  be  authorized  to  sell  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  City  Six  Per  Cent.  Loan  held  by  them  in  Trust,  and  in¬ 
vest  the  proceeds  of  sale  in  the  Six  Per  Cent.  Masonic  Temple 
Redemption  Loan,  and  they  be  further  authorized  to  transfer 
all  remaining  7  3-10  Per  Cent.  Bonds  belonging  to  the  Trust 
to  the  Six  Per  Cent.  Masonic  Temple  Redemption  Loan, 
when  notice  be  given  them  by  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

JACOB  LAUDENSLAGER,  PRESIDENT,  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  GRAND 
LODGE  CHARITY  FUND. 

1874. 

Nov.  15,  To  balance  on  Deposit  in  the 
Fidelity  Insurance  and 
Trust  Company,  -  -  $1,398  86 

Dec.  26,  Cash  received  from  Grand 
Treasurer,  Thos.  R.  Patton, 


3 


15  88 
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iS/5- 

Jan’y  2,  Cash  received  from  Interest 
on  City  Loan, 

Mar.  9,  Cash  received  from  Interest 
on  Masonic  Loan,  - 

July  6,  Cash  received  from  Interest 
on  City  Loan, 

Oct.  5,  Cash  received  from  Interest 
on  Masonic  Loan,  - 

Nov.  6,  Cash  received  from  Interest 
on  Deposit, 


48  00 
2,241  10 
48  OO 
2,299  50 
33  57 


1875. 

Jan’y  13,  By  Order  No.  I  in  favor  of 


Almoners,  - 

$1,000  OO 

April  12, 

u 

Order  No.  2  in  favor  of 

Almoners, 

500  OO 

“  13, 

u 

Cash  paid  for  $1,600  Ma¬ 

sonic  Loan  (1.05 y2). 

1,688  OO 

July  9, 

t( 

Order  No.  3  in  favor  of 

(t 

Almoners, 

500  OO 

Oct.  6, 

u 

Cash  paid  John  P.Jenkins 

for  use  of  carriage  at 

Funeral  of  Bro.  Jos.  S. 

Riley, 

8  00 

“  9, 

u 

Order  No.  4  in  favor  of 

Almoners, 

1,000  OO 

$6,084  85 


4,696  OO 


To  bal.  on  deposit  in  Fidelity  Ins.  and  Trust  Co.,  $1,388  85 


The  following  statement  shows  the  capital  of  the  Trust  at 
this  date,  November  15th,  1875. 

Bond  No.  4,  7  3-10  Masonic  Temple  Loan,  -  $41,500  00 

“  “  27,  “  “  “  “  2,200  00 

“  “  43,  “  “  “  “  1,000  00 

“  60,  “  “  “  “  1,000  00 
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Bond  No.  ioi,  7  3-10  Masonic  Temple  Loan, 

“  “  !  JJ  “  “  “  “ 

“  “  161,  “ 

“  “  192,  “ 

((  i(  u 
f 


$11,000  00 
500  00 
3  700  00 
500  00 
1,600  00 


Total  Masonic  Loan,  -  $63,000  00 

One  Certificate  City  Loan,  No.  4,422  B. 


dated  April  10th,  1874, 
One  Certificate  City  Loan,  No. 
dated  April  10th,  1874,  - 

Total  Investment,  - 
Invested  Capital, 

Balance  on  Deposit, 

Value  of  Fund  at  date, 

Nov.  15,  1875. 


600  00 

,972  B. 

1 ,000  00 

- $  1  ;6oo  00 


$64,600  00 

64,600  00 
1,388  85 

$65,988  85 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  GIRARD  BEQUEST. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest  respectfully  report : 
That  they  have  received  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  No¬ 
vember  15th,  1875, 

From  interest  on  investments,  -  -  -  $4,180  00 

“  Deposits,  -  60  14 

“  Premium  on  Gold,  -  57  09 

$4,297  23 

To  which  add  Balance  November  17th,  1874,  per 

Report  of  Finance  Committee,  -  -  -  2,168  05 

Makes  a  total  of . $6,465  28 

They  have  paid  during  the  same  period  on  orders 
for  the  use  of  the  Stewards  of  the  Stephen  Girard 
Charity  Fund,  -  $3,000  00 
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For$  1,000  new  Masonic  Temple  Loan 
@  1.05,  including  accrued  interest,  1,050  00 
For  $1,000  Masonic  Temple  Redemp¬ 
tion  Loan,  -----  1,000  00 

For  $500  Lehigh  Gold  Loan  @1.01 

and  bkg., .  506  25 

- 5,556  25 


Leaving  a  balance  Nov.  15th,  1875,  of  $  909  03 

on  deposit  in  the  Pennsylvania  Company  for  Insurance  on 
Lives  and  Granting  Annuities,  at  4  per  cent. 

Their  accounts  with  the  Securities  of  the  Trust  have  been 
examined  by  the  Finance  Committee,  and  found  correct. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  investments  since  the  date 
of  the  last  report  except  the  addition  of  the  securities  pur¬ 
chased  as  above,  and  the  investments  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year,  November  15th,  1875,  were  as  follows: 

New  Masonic  Temple  Loan. 


Certificate  No.  35,  2d  series,  - 

. 

0 

0 

o„ 

A 

00 

1 

’’0 

co" 

LT) 

- 

- 

1,500 

00 

“  “  99. 5th 

- 

t-n 

O 

O 

00 

“  “  215,5th  “ 

- 

- 

1,000 

00 

“  “  24,6th  “ 

- 

15.500 

00 

“  “  48, 7th 

- 

- 

0 

0 

1-0 

cf 

00 

“  “  15,8th 

- 

4,000 

00 

0 

0 

0 

o~ 

00 

Masonic  Temple  Redemption  Loan  Certificate, 

No. 

469, 

- 

- 

1,000 

00 

Bond  and  Mortgage  Sunbury  Masonic  Hall  Asso- 

ciation,  balance  due,  -  -  - 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Nav.  Gold  Loan, 

“ 

- 

1,000 

00 

6  Certificates,  Nos.  3 1 34,  3259, 3260, 
3261,  3262  and  3263,  for  $1,000  each, 

$6,000 

00 

2  Certificates,  Nos.  440  and  989  for 

$500  each,  -  -  .  . 

1,000 

00 

7,000 

00 

Making  total  Investments  at  par  value, 


$59,000  00 
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Certificates  Nos.  35  and  58  of  second  series  of  New  Masonic 
Temple  Loan  have  been  called  in  by  the  Finance  Committee 
for  payment  or  exchange  for  a  like  amount  of  the  six  per  cent. 
Masonic  Temple  Redemption  Loan.  These  certificates  were 
accordingly  exchanged  on  the  27th  instant. 

The  securities  are  in  the  care  of  the  Chairman,  and  are  de¬ 
posited  in  the  Fire  Proof  Safe  in  the  office  of  the  Grand 
Secretary. 

The  balance  on  hand  with  the  estimated  income,  will,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Trustees,  justify  an  appropriation  of  $3,000  for 
the  coming  year  for  the  charitable  purposes  of  the  Trust. 

The  Trustees  respectfully  ask  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Stewards  of 
the  Stephen  Girard  Charity  Fund  for  the  year  ending  Decem¬ 
ber  1876,  to  be  drawn  for  in  the  usual  manner.” 

SAMUEL  C.  PERKINS, 
GEORGE  THOMSON, 

C.  M.  PREVOST, 

HENRY  C.  HOWELL, 
JACOB  ROBERTS, 

Trustees. 

December  1st,  1875. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TEMPLE  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Temple  Committee  respectfully  report  the  following  as 
the  transactions  of  the  quarter  ending  November  15th  : 

Salaries  of  Superintendent,  Engineer,  Fireman, 


Watchman,  and  Laborers,  -  $1,906  50 

Gas,  .  690  23 

Fuel, . 1,591  00 

Ice,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  31  18 

Contingent  Expenses,  -----  67 2  98 


Total, 


$4,891  89 
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and  for  the  past  year  ending  November  15th  : 

Salaries  of  Superintendent,  Engineer,  Fireman, 

Watchman,  and  Laborers,  -  -  -  $7,686  42 

Gas,  .......  3,735  20 

Fuel, . L59i  00 

Ice,  91  94 

Contingent  Expenses,  including  Water  and  Sew¬ 
age  Rents,  4,626  72 

Extra  Appropriation  for  ventilation  of  Assembly 

Banquet  Hall,  .....  200  50 

$17,931  78 

In  the  above  account  it  would  appear  that  we  had  con¬ 
tracted  bills  for  $512.78  in  excess  of  our  appropriations  for  the 
year. 

This  is  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner:  During  Sep¬ 
tember  and  October  of  1874,  the  Temple  Committee  made  ar¬ 
rangements  to  repair  some  defects  in  the  roof  of  this  building 
which  were  imperatively  necessary  previous  to  the  winter  set¬ 
ting  in  ;  the  cost  of  which  was  $700,  and  for  which  we  had 
$2,003.08  to  our  credit. 

The  work,  however,  was  not  completed  until  after  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  1874,  and  consequently  was  not  paid  for  until  after 
that  date,  leaving  the  above  balance  in  our  favor,  which 
the  Finance  Committee  merged  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge.  We,  consequently,  had  to  pay  out 
of  our  appropriations  for  the  present  year,  the  above  sum  of 
$700  for  work  done  and  contracts  made  during  the  previous 
year.  The  Finance  Committee  having  kindly  reported  a  reso¬ 
lution  covering  the  deficiency,  we  submit  the  subject  to  the 
Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  above  explanation. 

The  Temple  Committee  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  to  a  subject  of  grave  importance  to 
this  body,  viz :  The  admission  of  visitors  to  this  Temple  during 
the  next  year.  We  find  that  during  the  present  year  we  have 
had  an  average  of  450  visitors  to  the  Temple  during  each  visit¬ 
ing  day,  and  we  are  constrained  to  report  that  much  damage 
is  being  done  to  our  carpets  and  furniture  in  consequence  of 
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the  numbers  who  visit  the  building,  and  thoughtlessly  and 
carelessly  abuse  the  one  and  handle  the  other. 

The  building  under  our  present  restrained  finances  cannot 
be  policed  at  all  during  the  present  time,  and  hence  there  have 
been  a  number  of  disgraceful  acts  done,  making  an’ expense 
and  trouble  for  us  which  can  only  be  obviated  by  an  increased 
force  of  employees  to  properly  guard  and  watch  the  property. 
The  number  of  persons  who  will  probably  visit  the  building 
during  the  time  of  the  Centennial  Exhibition  will  be  not  less 
than  1,500  each  visiting  day  the  Temple  is  open,  if  opened  two 
days  in  each  week,  or  2,500  if  opened  only  one  day. 

The  wear  and  tear  on  the  building  will  be  very  great,  and 
we  are  constrained  to  recommend  the  charge  of  25  cents  for 
each  visitor  who  may  visit  the  building  from  and  after  the  1st 
day  of  April  1876. 

The  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Fraternity  in 
this  Jurisdiction,  we  think,  may  rely  upon  the  enlarged  views 
of  the  present  Board  of  Grand  Officers  and  the  Temple  Com¬ 
mittee  to  make  such  arrangements  for  their  admission  upon 
other  than  visiting  days  which  will  be  entirely  just  and  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  Craft. 

We  offer  the  following  resolutions. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  actions  of  the  Temple  Committee  be 
and  are  hereby  approved. 

2.  Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  April  1876, 
the  price  of  admission  to  the  Temple  on  visiting  days,  and 
during  the  hours  set  apart  for  visiting,  shall  be  25  cents  for 
each  visitor. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Temple  Committee  be  and  are  here¬ 
by  authorized  to  designate  two  days  in  the  week  for  visiting 
the  Temple,  if  found  necessary,  from  the  1st  day  of  April,  1876. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted.  Signed 

WM.  J.  KELLY, 

SAMUEL  W.  WRAY, 

H.  P.  JOHN, 

GODFREY  KEEBLER, 
HENRY  K.  SMITH. 
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The  first  resolution  was,  on  motion,  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  third  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

Past  Grand  Master,  Brother  Henry  M.  Phillips,  of¬ 
fered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved ,  That  during  the  year  1876,  visitors  to  the  Masonic 
Temple  may  be  admitted  at  such  times,  and  under  such  regu¬ 
lations,  as  may  be  established  by  the  Temple  Committee,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Grand  Master,  without  any  charge  being 
made  for  admission. 

Brother  Wm.  J.  Kelly  moved  that  $3,000  be  appro¬ 
priated  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses  that  may  be  in¬ 
curred,  action  on  which  was  postponed  until  the  Tem¬ 
ple  Committee  shall  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge  such 
regulations  as  may  be  adopted. 

Philadelphia,  December  1st,  1875. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  Pennsylvania: 


Your  Library  Committee  would  fraternally  report  the  fol¬ 
lowing  names  of  Contributors  to  the  Grand  Lodge  Library 
during  the  year  just  closing  : 


Bro.  Alfred  R.  Potter.  G.  M. 

“  Robert  Clark,  D.  G.  M. 

“  Michael  Nisbet,  J.  G.  IV. 

“  Thos.  R.  Patton,  G.  T. 

“  John  Thomson,  G.  S. 

Samuel  C.  Perkins,  P.  G.  M. 

“  Robert  A.  Lamberton,  P.G.M. 
“  Thos.  S.  Woodbury, 

“  George  W.  Wood, 

“  Clifford  P.  MacCalla, 

“  Isaac  Muff, 


Bro.  Wm.  S.  Stokley, 

“  J.  Wm.  Jones, 

“  C.  R.  Gorman, 

“  Harman  Baugh, 

“  James  Morrell,  Jr., 

"  H.  L.  Butler, 

“  J.  Frank  Knight, 

“  H.  G.  Clark, 

“  E.  A.  Percival, 

“  A. J.  Wheeler,  G.M  of  Tennessee, 
“  J.  G.  Hardie, 

“  Lewis  N.  Chasteau. 


'  John  F.  Hartranft, 

Among  the  important  donations  received  were  the  follow- 
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ing :  Worshipful  Bro.  Wm.  James  Hughan,  of  Truro,  Corn¬ 
wall,  England,  “  a  Pocket  Companion  for  Freemasons,  publish¬ 
ed  in  Dublin,  in  1735,”  containing  a  list  of  Lodges,  proving  be¬ 
yond  doubt  that  as  far  as  at  present  known  the  first  Lodge 
in  America  met  at  the  “Hoop”  on  Water  street,  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month.  There  is  but 
one  other  copy  of  this  Pocket  Companion  now  known  to  be  in 
existence,  and  that  is  in  possession  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ireland. 

This  work  will  be  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Correspondence,  of  which  Worshipful  Bro.  E.  Coppee 
Mitchell  is  Chairman. 

Bro.  Hughan  has  acted  for  this  Committee  in  the  purchase 
of  Masonic  works  in  England,  and  we  are  under  many  obliga¬ 
tions  to  him  for  many  rare  and  unique  works.  He  has  also 
presented  a  number  of  valuable  books  to  our  Library. 

Worshipful  Bro.  D.  Murray  Lyon,  author  of  the  History  of 
Freemasonry  in  Scotland,  one  of  the  most  valuable  works  of 
the  present  time,  has  presented  the  warrant  of  “  Kilmarnock 
Ancient  Assembly  Knights  Templars,  No.  2,  upon  the  Regis¬ 
ter  of  the  Royal  Grand  Conclave  of  Scotland.”  This  old  war¬ 
rant  is  dated  January  18,  1812,  and  was  cancelled  for  failure 
to  make  returns,  &c. 

Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214,  has  presented  two  beautiful 
stereoscopes,  costing  fifty  dollars  ;  and  the  Lebanon  Associa¬ 
tion,  through  Worshipful  Bro.  Wm.  C.  Hamilton,  twenty-five 
dollars  in  stereoscope  pictures. 

Samuel  L.  Smedley,  Esq.,  City  Surveyor,  has  presented  “  the 
copper  plate  deposited  by  the  Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  Bro.  Peter  LcBarbier  Duplessis,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  laying  of  the  foundation  stone  of  the  Upper  Ferry  Bridge,  at 
Callowhill  street,  April  28,  1812,  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

This  plate  is  in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation,  and  was  found 
when  the  foundations  of  the  old  wire  suspension  bridge  were 
removed  to  make  place  for  the  present  new  bridge. 

We  have  lost  by  death,  early  in  the  year,  Worshipful  Bro. 
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Robert  H.  Pattison,  one  of  the  early  and  valuable  members 
of  the  Committee.  His  place  was  filled  by  appointment  by 
the  Grand  Master,  of  Bro.  Josiah  Frank  Knight. 

The  publication  of  the  Dedication  Memorial  Volume  has 
not  met  with  the  success  which  was  anticipated.  The  brethren 
have  not  manifested  the  interest  in  it  they  should  have  done. 

As  it  was  published  on  the  individual  responsibility  of  the 
Committee,  we  had  hoped  to  have  reported  an  excess  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Library,  instead  of  a  deficit. 

There  are  over  38,000  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction,  and 
scarcely  400  have  been  subscribers.  Further  comment  is  un¬ 
necessary. 

During  the  coming  year  we  expect  to  issue  by  subscrip¬ 
tion  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  from  its  organization 
to  the  present  time. 

The  Library  Hall  has  been  visited  by  a  larger  number  of 
brethren,  and  more  interest  seems  manifested  in  its  accommo¬ 
dations. 

Nearly  300  Masonic  works  have  been  added  during  the 
year,  by  purchase  and  donations. 

The  receipts  and  payments  have  been  as  follows : 

Received  from  Grand  Lodge  appropriation,  -  $ 600  OO 

Paid  out,  services  of  assistant,  Bro.  Paxton,  85  00 
Newspapers  and  periodicals,  -  133  74 

Purchase  of  Books,  -  -  235  10 

Balance  due  last  Report,  -  23  06 

Postage,  -  -  -  2  38 

Total,  ------  4 79  28 

Balance  on  hand,  -  -  -  -  -  $120  72 

DEDICATION  MEMORIAL  VOLUME. 

Publishers,  &c.,  bill  to  date  -  -  -  $3,435  °7 

Paid  publishers,  &c.,  to  date,  -  2,565  OO 


Balance  due  publishers, 


$ 870  07 
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Delivered  and  not  paid  for,  70  copies  ;  on  hand  unsold, 
about  350  copies. 

The  accounts  of  both  funds  have  been  examined  and  found 
correct  by  the  Finance  Committee  of  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 

MARK  RICHARDS  MUCKLE, 
WILLIAM  H.  BURKHARDT, 
CHARLES  K.  IDE, 

J.  FRANK  KNIGHT, 

JOHN  L.  YOUNG, 

EDWARD  S.  WYCKOFF, 


Library  Committee . 


* 


ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 
Held  at  Philadelphia,  December  27th,  A.  D.  1S75,  A.  L.  5S75. 


Brother  Alfred  R.  Potter,  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Master,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  made  the  following  re¬ 
port,  which  was  approved,  and  the  resolution  attached 
thereto  adopted : 

REPORT  FROM  COMMITTEE  ON  APPEALS. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  to  which  was  referred  the  ap¬ 
peal  of  Brother  W.  J.  L - ,  from  the  action  of  Lodge  No. 

- ,  in  the  matter  of  the  charges,  and  action  thereon  of  said 

Lodge  made  against  C.  A.  S - ,  ask  leave  respectfully  to 

report,  that  the  undisputed  facts  in  this  case  may  be  summed 
up  as  follows  : 

D.  B - made  application  for  initiation  and  membership 

in  Lodge  No.  3**,  that  objections  were  interposed,  and  the 

petition  of  said  D.  B -  was  withdrawn.  Subsequently  the 

said  D.  B - made  application  to  Lodge  No.  4**,  that  Lodge 

communicated,  as  required  by  the  rules  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
with  Lodge  No.  3**  on  the  subject.  Lodge  No  3**  ad¬ 
dressed  Lodge  No.  in  reply  to  the  information  sought.  At 

this  time  Brother  C.  A.  S - was  the  Worshipful  Master  of 

Lodge  No.  3**,  and  as  Worshipful  Master  he  knew  there  were 
serious  objections  on  the  part  of  Lodge  No.  3#*  as  well  as 
Lodge  No.  2^,  both  of  the  same  city,  to  the  initiation  of  said 

D.  B -  Notwithstanding  said  Masonic  information  by  the 

said  C.  A.  S - ,  he  accompanied  said  D.  B - to  a  meeting 

of  Lodge  No  4^,  and  was  present  thereat  when  said  D.B - 

(48) 
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was  balloted  for  and  approved  and  initiated  without  either 
expressing  any  objection,  or  asking  and  ascertaining  from 
Lodge  No.  if  it  had  received  the  reply  of  Lodge  No.  3** 
of  which  he  was  then  the  Worshipful  Master ,  to  the  request  of 
Lodge  No.  4**,  as  to  the  propriety  of  Lodge  No.  4**  taking 
action  on  the  petition  of  said  D.  B - . 

Charges  for  this  unmasonic  conduct  of  Brother  C.  A.  S - 

were  made  against  him  in  Lodge  No.  3**  after  he  had  served 
his  term  of  service  as  Worshipful  Master.  The  Lodge  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the  said  charges  preferred 

against  Brother  C.  A.  S - ,  and  the  committee  found  by  its 

report  that  the  said  charges  were  sustained. 

A  resolution  suspending  said  C.  A.  S - from  membership 

was  reported  to  said  Lodge,  and  after  full  discussion  of  the 
resolution,  the  Lodge  refused  to  adopt  said  resolution.  These 
facts  do  not  appear  to  be  questioned. 

The  gist  of  the  offense  against  Masonic  law,  usage  and 
landmarks,  of  which  C.  A.  S - is  charged  with  having  com¬ 

mitted,  is  limited  to  the  single  act  of  his  being  present  in 
Lodge  No.  4**  when,  and  at  a  regular  stated  meeting  thereof, 
he  witnessed  the  favorable  action  of  said  Lodge  on  the  petition 
of  an  individual  who  was  balloted  for  and  approved,  and 
found  worthy  of  initiation  and  membership  in  said  Lodge, 

when  he,  the  said  C.  A.  S -  knew  from  lawful  Masonic 

information  that  insurmountable  obstacles  existed,  which,  if 
communicated  to  the  said  Lodge  No.  4**  by  him,  the  said  C. 

A.  S - ,  would  have  stopped  the  proceedings  on  the  part  of 

Lodge  No.  4**. 

This  is  a  very  grave  Masonic  offense.  It  is  one  which  the 
Grand  Lodge  holds  to  be  inexcusable,  and  the  landmark  of 
Masonry  visits  with  the  penalty  which  must  exclude  the  guilty 
from  all  association  with  the  fraternity. 

Ignorance,  inexperience,  or  lack  of  knowledge,  or  want  of 
Masonic  light,  cannot  for  a  moment  be  permitted  to  exempt 
one  guilty,  from  the  penalty.  The  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  has  not  the  power  in  such  a  case,  to  exempt  one  shown 
to  have  violated  their  land-mark,  from  the  punishment  which 


50 


can  only  follow  the  commission  of  the  offense.  It  is  beyond 
the  power  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge.  An  attempt 
to  exercise  such  a  power  is  impossible  of  a  successful  result. 
It  is  a  land-mark  that  has  been  violated,  and  the  Grand  Lodge 
has  no  authority  over  the  penalty  for  violating  a  land-mark, 
none.  The  case  stands  beyond  the  reach  of  remedy. 

Your  Committee  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  Lodge,  No.  3**  be  directed  to  expel  C.  A.  S. 
from  membership. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
RICHARD  VAUX, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 

November  17th,  1875. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ALMONERS. 

Philadelphia,  December  27th,  A.D.  1875,  A.L.  5875. 
To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  : 

The  Board  of  Almoners  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund 
make  the  following  report  for  the  past  year : 

Balance  on  hand  as  per  last  report  -  $  225  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  the  Trustees 

of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund  -  3,000  00 


Total  --------  $3,225  00 

Amount  donated  to  183  applicants  -  -  3,185  00 


Leaving  balance  on  hand 

- 

$40  00 

Of  the  above  applicants  165 

hailed  from  Pennsylvania. 

“  “  3 

(( 

“  Virginia. 

u  u  ~ 

a 

“  South  Carolina. 

3 

u 

“  New  York. 

4i  U  j 

« 

“  Connecticut. 

((  (  i  j 

u 

“  Michigan. 

U  ((  j 

a 

“  Washington  Territ’y. 

"  “  3 

<( 

“  Canada. 
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Of  the  above  applicants  2  hailed  from  Ireland. 

“  “  1  “  “  Cuba. 

“  “  I  “  “  Grenada. 

The  only  remark  that  we  feel  called  upon  to  make,  is  to 
regret  that  the  smallness  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  use 
of  the  Board  frequently  compels  us  to  grant  a  smaller  amount 
to  applicants  than  we  feel  the  urgency  of  the  case  demands. 
But  we  hope  the  time  is  approaching  when  the  principal  sum 
can  be  increased  to  such  an  amount,  that  the  interest  will  be 
such  as  the  increasing  membership  and  consequent  calls  upon 
us  demand.  Very  Respectfully  and  Fraternally, 

HARMAN  BAUGH, 

President  of  the  Almoners  Committee . 

REPORT  OF  THE  STEWARDS  OF  THE  STEPHEN  GIRARD 

CHARITY  FUND. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  undersigned  on  behalf  of  the  Stewards  of  the  Stephen 
Girard  Charity  Fund,  presents  the  following  report  of  their 
proceedings  for  the  year  ending  December  26th,  1875. 

In  the  performance  of  their  official  duty  they  have  granted 
relief  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  (165)  poor  and  respectable 
brethren,  to  wit : 

To  134  applicants  hailing  under  this  jurisdiction,  $2,404  00 
To  31  applicants  hailing  under  foreign  jurisdic¬ 
tions,  viz : 


To 

9 

hailing  from  New  York, 

£152 

50 

ff 

1 

u  u 

Maine, 

10 

00 

u 

2 

u  ff 

Virginia, 

40 

00 

u 

2 

a  a 

South  Carolina,  - 

25 

00 

u 

1 

ff  ff 

Ohio, 

50 

00 

f  f 

2 

ft  ff 

Minnesota, 

87 

50 

a 

1 

ff  ff 

Tennessee, 

20 

00 

(1 

1 

f  f  ff 

Louisiana, 

20 

00 

a 

2 

ff  ff 

Missouri, 

35 

00 

u 

1 

ff  ff 

California, 

15 

00 

52 


To  1 

hailing  from  Jamaica,  - 

30  OO 

“  1 

4  4 

Elngland, 

17  00 

“  1 

“ 

Scotland, 

30  00 

“  1 

4  4 

East  Indies, 

10  00 

“  1 

44 

South  Wales,  - 

15  00 

$557  oo 


Total  amount  granted  to  applicants, 
Stationery  purchased  for  use  of  Stewards, 
Balance  remaining  in  hands  of  Treasurer, 

Per  Contra : 

Amount  drawn  for  Class  No.  i, 

(.<  (< 

u  u  n 

4  4  44  44 


$2,961 

00 

15 

50 

23 

50 

$3, °o° 

00 

0 

0 

00 

00 

0 

0 

00 

0 

0 

OO 

800 

00 

$3,000  oo 

It  will  be  observed,  the  number  of  applicants  for  relief 
during  the  past  year  greatly  exceeds  that  of  the  year  1874, 
which  is  doubtless  caused  by  the  continued  depression  of 
all  kinds  of  business.  That  we  may  witness  the  coming  year 
a  general  revival  of  the  industries  of  the  country,  that  our 
poor  brethren  may  obtain  employment  so  as  to  enable  them 
to  earn  the  means  of  subsistence,  must  be  the  sincere  and 
ardent  prayer  of  every  Masonic  heart. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

E.  P.  LESCURE, 

President  of  the  Stewards. 


ADDRESS 


OF  THE  RETIRING  WORSHIPFUL  GRAND  MASTER. 


Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge: 

The  Masonic  year,  now  drawing  to  a  close,  termi¬ 
nates  my  labors  as  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Pennsylvania. 

In  retiring  from  the  honorable  station  in  the  East, 
which  for  two  years  past  I  have  occupied,  it  is  a  duty 
incumbent  upon  me  to  acknowledge  the  generous  con¬ 
fidence  and  unwavering  support  I  have  received  at 
your  hands.  The  duties  of  the  Grand  Master  are  of  a 
most  grave  and  responsible  character;  from  his  decis¬ 
ion  there  is  no  appeal;  it  becomes  him  therefore  to 
judge  impartially  such  questions  as  may  be  submitted 
to  him,  looking  neither  to  the  right  nor  left,  but  keeping 
the  principles  and  tenets  of  the  Institution  continually 
in  view,  and  zealously  guarding  the  ancient  customs, 
usages  and  landmarks  of  the  Fraternity,  see  that  no  in¬ 
novations  are  permitted  to  creep  in  to  disturb  its  peace 
or  mar  its  harmony.  With  this  in  view,  I  have  endeav¬ 
ored  tp  discharge  the  responsible  duties  pertaining  to 
the  office,  governed  by  the  rules,  regulations  and  edicts 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  ;  no  alternative  presents  itself,  but 
to  implicitly  obey  the  law,  and  see  that  it  is  obeyed  by 

others,  and  this  is  all  I  have  asked  at  your  hands. 
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In  transferring  to  my  successor  the  powers  and  du¬ 
ties  received  from  those  who  have  preceded  me,  I  feel 
assured  they  are  delegated  to  one  who  for  many  years 
has  devoted  himself  to  the  interests  of  Pennsylvania 
Masonry — a  long  service  in  subordinate  and  official  po¬ 
sitions,  has  given  him  an  experience  which  I  feel  as¬ 
sured  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  Craft,  and  I  bespeak  for 
him  the  same  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness  I  have 
always  received  at  your  hands. 

During  my  official  term  I  have  visited  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  Lodges  throughout  the  State,  holding  Grand 
Lodges  of  Instruction  at  several  important  points,  and 
often  deviating  from  the  well-trodden  paths  of  my 
immediate  predecessors  to  minister  at  the  Altars  of 
Masonry  in  the  most  sparsely  settled  sections  of  the 
State,  being  met  at  all  times  in  the  most  fraternal  and 
kindly  manner,  the  Craft  evincing  a  deep  interest  in 
the  work  as  exemplified  and  authorized  by  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  expressing  in  the  warmest  and  most  un¬ 
qualified  terms  their  gratification  at  having  been  pres¬ 
ent  to  meet  the  Grand  Officers. 

I  have  constituted  Lodges  at  Driftwood  and  Rey- 
noldsville  ;  and  at  Pittsburgh  on  special  business  con¬ 
nected  with  the  interests  of  the  Craft,  at  the  request  of 
D.  D.  G.  M.,  Brother  A.  M.  Pollock,  I  constituted  Oak¬ 
land  and  Bellvue  Lodges,  located  in  the  immediate  vi¬ 
cinity  of  that  city. 

One  of  my  last  official  acts  was  constituting  Fern- 
wood  Lodge,  to  be  located  at  Fernwood,  Delaware 
County. 
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Grand  Lodges  have  been  held  at  Ridgvvay,  Drift¬ 
wood,  Reynoldsville,  York,  Lebanon,  and  Allentown.  I 
have  also  visited  Lodges  at  Reading,  Catasauqua,  Som¬ 
erset,  Bedford,  Huntingdon  and  Emporium;  at  these  the 
work  of  the  Craft  was  exemplified.  Grand  Lodges  of 
Instruction  have  also  been  held  in  this  city,  the  day  suc¬ 
ceeding  the  Quarterly  Communications  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Owing  to  a  severe  illness,  I  was  not  able  to  complete 
the  work  of  visiting  all  the  Lodges  in  this  city. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  call  your  special  at¬ 
tention  to  the  improved  condition  of  the  Finances  of 
this  Grand  Lodge.  The  Finance  Committee  acting 
upon  the  resolutions  submitted  by  them  and  approved 
by  this  body  at  the  September  Communication,  notified 
the  public,  through  the  newspapers,  and  the  various 
Masonic  bodies  meeting  in  this  city,  that  they  were  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  subscriptions  to  the  new  Loan  at  a  rate 
of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  cent.,  the  funds  thus 
obtained  to  be  applied  to  the  redemption  of  the  then 
existing  7  3-10  per  cent.  Loan.  The  result  of  their 
labors  exceeds  our  most  sanguine  expectations  ;  the  old 
Loan  is  being  rapidly  called  in  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  before  the  next  Quarterly  Communica¬ 
tion  in  March  the  Loan  will  have  been  paid  off,  or  sub¬ 
stituted  for  the  new  six  per  cent.  Loan. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  report  of  the  doings  of  the 
Grand  Master  for  the  present  Masonic  year  without  ex¬ 
pressing  my  obligations  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand 
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Masters  who  have  assisted  me  in  the  labors  incident  to 
their  office;  their  reports  made  to  me  in  accordance  with 
the  wise  regulations  issued  and  adopted  by  my  prede¬ 
cessors  show  a  healthy  condition  of  the  Craft  in  their 
several  jurisdictions;  the  depressed  condition  of  trade 
has  doubtless  prevented  the  making  of  many  Masons,  as 
well  as  the  constituting  of  new  Lodges  ;  the  material 
that  has  been  gathered  within  its  portals  is  however  of 
a  character  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  institution,  and  we 
trust  it  may  always  be  so. 

1  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Craft  to  what 
seems  to  have  been  forgotten  or  overlooked,  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand 
Masters.  Every  Lodge  has  been  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  the  regulations  requiring  them  to  sub¬ 
mit  all  questions  they  are  unable  to  decide,  first 
to  the  District  Deputy ;  he  is  the  representative  of  the 
Grand  Master  and  acts  for  him,  and  his  decisions  are  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Master.  If  the  breth¬ 
ren,  and  more  especially  the  Worshipful  Masters  of 
Lodges,  would  observe  this,  and  make  the  Ahiman 
Rezon  a  study,  much  labor  would  be  spared  the  Grand 
Master,  as  well  as  the  Deputies,  and  I  suggest  that  the 
District  Deputy  as  opportunity  presents  itself  call  the 
special  attention  of  the  Lodges  to  this  requirement. 

And  now  brethren,  as  our  official  relations  are  about 
to  be  severed,  let  us  invoke  the  blessings  of  Heaven  to 
rest  on  us,  and  on  all  regular  Freemasons,  that  we  may 
practice  out  of  the  Lodge  the  principles  inculcated 
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therein,  and  in  exemplifying  them  in  our  own  lives  and 
conversation,  its  benign  influences  may  make  us  not 
only  better  men  but  better  Masons. 

ALFRED  R.  POTTER, 

Grand  Master. 

St.  John’s  Day,  December  27th,  1875. 


The  following  named  Brethren,  elected  at  the 
Quarterly  Cbmmunication  held  December  1st,  A.D. 
1875,  A.L.  5875,  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  were 
then  duly  installed  in  their  respective  stations,  in 
ancient  and  solemn  form,  as  follows: 

Bro.  ROBERT  CLARK, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  JAMES  M.  PORTER, 

Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  MICHAEL  NISBET, 

Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Bro.  SAMUEL  B.  DICK, 

Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Bro.  THOMAS  R.  PATTON, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Treasurer. 

Bro.  JOHN  THOMSON, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary. 


ADDRESS 

OF  THE  RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL  GRAND  MASTER, 

BROTHER  ROBERT  CLARK. 


Philadelphia,  December  27th,  A.D.  1875,  A.L.  5875. 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  F.  and  A.  M.,  of 
Pennsylvania  : 

Elevated  by  your  suffrages  to  the  responsible  posi¬ 
tion  of  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  this  jurisdiction,  I 
enter  upon  the  duties  committed  to  me  with  some  dis¬ 
trust  in  my  ability  to  discharge  them  with  entire  satis¬ 
faction  to  the  Craft,  but  having  unbounded  confidence 
in  your  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  Fraternity,  and 
depending  upon  your  support  and  co-operation,  I  will 
endeavor  to  discharge  the  duties  I  have  assumed  with 
the  single  purpose — the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  the  harmony  of  the  Brethren.  I  shall  en¬ 
deavor  to  adhere  strictly  to  all  the  ancient  Usages, 
Customs  and  Landmarks  of  the  Order,  and  shall  use 
cautiously  and  advisedly,  the  power  vested  in  the 
Grand  Master,  in  all  decisions  I  may  be  called  upon 
to  make ;  should  I  at  any  time  point  out  an  error 
which  may  have  been  introduced  by  self-constituted 

e 

teachers,  I  trust  you  will  believe  me  actuated  by  the 
purest  motives,  to  see  that  no  innovations  are  made  in 
the  body  of  Masonry. 
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At  this  time  I  take  occasion  to  call  your  attention  to 
several  subjects  which  I  consider  of  great  interest  to 
the  Fraternity,  and  hope  the  Brethren  will  give  them 
due  consideration. 

Some  persons  have  been  in  the  practice  of  holding 
meetings,  and  opening  Lodges  without  warrants,  and 
in  places  not  dedicated  to  Masonic  uses,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  instruction  in  Masonry;  this  is  prohibited,  and 
if  properly  brought  before  the  Grand  Master,  the 
power  vested  in  him  will  be  enforced. 

Lodges  of  Instruction  will  be  held  on  the  first  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening  of  each  month  at  7  o’clock,  except  on  the 
evening  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  on  the  morning  after  each  Quarterly  Com¬ 
munication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  10  o’clock,  com¬ 
mencing  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  February  next. 

During  the  present  Masonic  year  it  is  expected  that 
many  persons  claiming  to  be  members  of  the  Frater¬ 
nity  will  visit  this  jurisdiction,  and  doubtless  there  will 
be  some  who  are  not  known  as  such,  or  to  be  in  good 
standing  in  the  Lodge  from  which  they  hail;  if  any  such 
persons  desire  to  be  recognized,  and  visit  Lodges  in 
this  jurisdiction,  and  an  examination  is  desired  for  that 
purpose,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  state,  that  such  ex¬ 
amination  must  be  made  in  the  proper  room  attached 
to  the  Lodge  room,  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Lodge,  or  by  the  Worshipful  Master  thereof;  any  pri¬ 
vate  examination  by  any  one,  or  at  any  other  place,  is 
prohibited. 
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It  seems  to  be  especially  important  at  this  time  to 
warn  the  Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  also  the 
members  ol  the  subordinate  Lodges,  against  clandestine 
Masons,  men  who  profess,  or  claim  to  be  members  of 
the  Fraternity,  but  whose  profession  or  claim  cannot 
stand  the  severe  test  which  alone  protects  and  justifies 
those  who  are  lawfully  initiated.  Our  Fold  or  Fra¬ 
ternity  can  only  be  entered  by  the  one  door,  and  those 
who  assert  they  came  in  by  any  other  way,  or  any 
other  process,  have  obtained  false  light,  or  have  been 
made  to  believe  themselves  partakers  of  our  ancient 
Mystery,  are  clandestine.  All  such  are  unworthy  the 
countenance  of  the  true  Mason,  and  I  caution  the 
Brethren  to  be  particular  to  make  strict  examination 
on  all  applications  for  membership,  or  visitors,  so  that 
no  unworthy  persons  may  be  brought  into  the  Lodge 
to  disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  thereof. 

The  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  is  the  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Grand  Master  in  the  district  to  which 
he  is  assigned.  Whatever  is  within  the  power  of  a  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  Master  must  be  sought  from  him 
by  Lodges  and  members  thereof,  within  his  jurisdiction, 
and  through  him  all  communications  on  questions  or 
subjects  which  require  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master 
must  be  sent. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  add  that  in  the  dis- 
charge  of  all  the  duties  devolving-  on  me  I  shall  be 

o  o 

governed  by  no  personal  feelings,  nor  shall  I  desire  to 
elevate  my  opinions  above  those  of  others  entitled  to 
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respect,  but  will  encourage  free  discussion  on  all  im¬ 
portant  subjects  submitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Upon 
the  counsel  and  judgment  of  the  Grand  Officers  with 
whom  I  am  associated,  I  shall  place  much  reliance ; 
their  views  and  suggestions  will  always  be  received 
with  due  consideration  and  respect. 

And  now  as  we  are  about  to  enter  on  our  duties  as 
Masons  for  another  year,  let  us  do  it  with  a  realizing 
sense  that  we  are  ever  under  the  eye  of  Him  who  dis¬ 
pensed  Light  and  Knowledge.  Let  us  not  depart  from 
the  plumb-line  of  rectitude,  or  the  Level  of  propriety, 
in  order  that  we  may  meet  the  approbation  and  the 
acceptance  of  the  Great  Master  Builder?  to  whom  we 
must  all  finally  render  a  strict  account. 
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The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Brother 
Robert  Clark  was  then  pleased  to  announce  the  fol¬ 
lowing  appointments  for  the  present  Masonic  year: 


GRAND  CHAPLAINS. 


Rev.  Bro.  Wm.  Suddards,  D.  D.,  J 


R.  H.  Allen,  D.  D., 


Jas.  W.  Robins,  D.  D.,  -  Of  Philadelphia. 


Edgar  M.  Levy,  D.  D., 

Geo.  W.  Maclaughlin, 

Joseph  S.  Evans,  of  West  Chester. 
Wm.  Jones  Bridells,  of  Marietta. 
J.  J.  McIlyar,  of  Pittsburgh. 
Frank  E.  Miller,  of  Easton. 
Henry  S.  Getz,  of  Warren. 


Senior  Grand  Deacon ,  -  Bro.  ISAAC  VANDUSEN, 

Lodge  No.  441,  Philadelphia. 


jfunior 

Grand  .Deacon,  - 

Bro. 

r 

Bro. 

Grand, 

Stewards,  -  -  * 

Bro. 

Grand 

Marshal,  -  -  - 

Bro. 

Grand 

Sword  Bearer ,  - 

Bro. 

ALFRED  SLACK, 

Lodge  No.  318,  Allegheny  City." 

GEO.  B.  COLE, 

Lodge  No.  315,  Shippensburg. 

JAMES  MORRELL, 

Lodge  No.  1 14,  Philadelphia. 

GEORGE  W.  WOOD, 

Lodge  No.  67,  Philadelphia. 

wm.  c.  McPherson, 

Lodge  No.  126,  Philadelphia. 


Grand  Pursuivant,  -  -  Bro.  HORACE  P  RITZ, 

Lodge  No.  67,  Philadelphia. 

Grand  Tyler,  -  -  -  Bro.  HARRISON  G.  CLARK, 

Lodge  158,  Philadelphia. 
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Committee  on  Finance.  - 


Bro.  J.  C.  YEAGER, 

Lodge  No.  158,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  JAMES  HERDMAN, 

Lodge  No.  287,  Pittsburgh. 

Bro.  CONRAD  B.  DAY, 

Lodge  No.  52,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  E.  HARPER  JEFFRIES, 

Lodge  No.  186,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  WILLIAM  H.  EAGLE, 

Lodge  No.  398,  Marietta. 


"  Bro.  HENRY  M.  PHILLIPS, 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  JOHN  THOMSON, 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master. 


Committee  on  Appeals. 


Bro.  RICHARD  VAUX, 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  E.  COPPEE  MITCHELL, 

Lodge  No.  126,  Philadelphia. 


Bro.  WM.  H.  EGLE,  M.  D, 

Lodge  No.  464,  Harrisburg. 


Committee  on 
Correspondence. 


Bro.  RICHARD  VAUX, 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  GEORGE  BAKER, 

Lodge  No.  352,  Chester. 

Bro.  J.  J.  WADSWORTH, 

Lodge  No,  455,  Erie. 

Bro.  JOHN  C.  UHLE, 

Lodge  No.  246,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  WILLIAM  H.  HOOPER, 

Lodge  No.  134,  Philadelphia. 


\ 
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'  Bro.  J.  ALEX.  SIMPSON, 

Lodge  No.  385,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  WM.  B.  HACKENBURG, 

Lodge  No.  246,  Philadelphia. 


Committee  on  By-Laws.  - 


Bro.  SAMUEL  WHITTLE, 

Lodge  No.  9,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  W.  A.  MORTON, 

Lodge  No.  476,  Lancaster. 

Bro.  T.  J.  KERR, 

Lodge  No.  302,  Mechanicsburg. 


Committee  on 
Landmarks. 


'  Bro.  JOHN  THOMSON, 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  R.  A.  LAMBERTON, 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  ALFRED  R.  POTTER, 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master, 
With  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master 
_  and  Deputy  Grand  Master. 


Committee  on  Printing 
and  Publishing. 


Bro.  JOHN  L.  THOMSON, 

Lodge  No.  51,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  GEORGE  H.  ASHTON, 

Lodge  No.  72,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  SOLOMON  G.  GRONE, 

Lodge  No.  464,  Harrisburg. 

Bro.  THOS.  S.  WOODBURY, 

Lodge  No.  155,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  ISAAC  A.  SWEIGARD, 

Lodge  No.  409,  Pine  Grove. 
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Temple  Committee.  -  -  J 


Commissioners  of  Sink¬ 


ing  Fund. 


Library  Committee  -  -  J 


Bro.  WM.  J.  KELLY, 

Lodge  No.  59,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  HIBBERT  P.  JOHN, 

Lodge  No.  369,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  GODFREY  KEEBLER, 

Lodge  No.  487,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  SAMUEL  \V.  WRAY, 

Lodge  No.  1 21,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  H.  K.  SMITH, 

Lodge  No.  81,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  SAMUEL  C.  PERKINS, 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  GEORGE  K.  ZEIGLER, 

Lodge  No.  125,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  HENRY  J.  WHITE, 

Lodge  No.  72,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  THOS.  R.  PATTON, 

Lodge  No.  1 21,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  JAMES  SHIELDS, 

Lodge  No.  158,  Philadelphia. 

'  Bro.  CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 

Lodge  No.  295,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  M.  RICHARDS  MUCKLE, 

Lodge  No.  125,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  J.  FRANK  KNIGHT, 

Lodge  No.  271,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  WM.  H.  BURKHARDT, 

Lodge  No.  456,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  EDW.  S.  WYCKOFF, 

Lodge  No.  19,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  JAMES  S.  BARBER, 

Lodge  No.  402,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  JOHN  L.  YOUNG, 

Lodge  No.  130,  Philadelphia. 
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ALMONERS  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  CHARITY  FUND. 

Brother  THOMAS  W.  AYRES,  -  -  Lodge  No.  2 

“  A.  NELSON  BATTEN,  -  “3 

“  WM.  A.  THORP,  -  “9 

“  WM.  A.  SINN,  -  “19 

J.  HOWARD  TAYLOR,  M.D.,  -  ‘  51 

“  LOUIS  WAGNER,  -  -  -  “  ’  52 

“  NEAL  CAMPBELL,  -  “59 

“  HARMAN  BAUGH,  -  “67 

“  W.  B.  LANDON,  -  “7 1 

“  JAMES  C.  WRAY,  -  “72 

“  GEORGE  S.  ROTH,  -  “81 

“  WM.  L.  DRANE,  -  “91 

“  HARRY  R.  CLARK,  -  1 14 

“  JOS.  K.  PARKER,  -  -  ■  -  “115 

“  ROBERT  SCOTT,  -  -  -  12 1 

“  FREDERICK  PHILIPP,  -  -  “125 

“  JAMES  LANING,  -  “126 

“  ROBERT  ARTHUR,  -  “  130 

“  JOHN  E.  SQUIRES,  -  “  131 

“  JAMES  KIRKPATRICK,  -  -  “134 

DAVID  KLEIN,  -  “  135 

“  JOHN  T.  HENDERSON,  -  -  “  155 

“  JAMES  HALBERSTADT,  -  “158 

“  HOWARD  SMITH,  -  “  186 

“  ALFRED  C.  STULB,  -  -  “  187 

“  HENRY  EINWECHTER,  -  -  “  211 

“  WM.  D.  COMPTON,  -  -  “  230 

“  ANDREW  T.  GAYLE Y,  -  -  “  246 

“  J.  FRANK  KNIGHT,  -  “271 

“  SAMUEL  P.  PEDRICK,  -  -  274 

“  JOHN  BARR,  ...  “  289 

“  JAMES  ECCLES,  ...  “  292 

“  ROBERT  B.  SALTER,  -  “  295 

“  AMOS  R.  HALL,  ...  “  296 
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Brother  CARL  WERCKSHAGEN,  •  Lodge  No.  359 
“  CHARLES  CARY,  ...  “  368 

*■  J.  MILTON  RAAB,  ...  “  369 

john  McKinney,  -  “  380 

THOMAS  HARDIN,  -  -  “  384 

JOHN  HALLIWELL,  -  -  -  “  385 

THOMAS  S.  ROSS,  -  “  386 

“  ANDREW  W.  GAYLEY,  -  -  “  393 

SAMUEL  McCAMBRIDGE,  -  “  402 

“  ROBERT  STEEL,  ...  “  419 

“  ‘  JOHN  R.  TOBIN,  ...  “  432 

“  WM.  MEESER,  -  -  -  “  436 

“  E.  R.  WORRELL,  -  “  441 

“  WM.  H.  BELLOWS,  ...  “  444 

“  GEO.  BURWELL,  -  “  449 

“  J.  GEO.  FEAIRH ELLER,  -  -  “  450 

“  CHARLES  E.  BONNET,  -  -  "  453 

“  CHARLES  W.  CARNS,  -  “  456 

“  HENRY  PRETTY,  -  “  470 

“  CHARLES  MATHEWS,  Jr.,  -  -  “481 

“  THOMAS  B.  REEVES,  .  -  “  482 

“  WILLIAM  PENN  COOPER,  -  “  487 

“  ISAAC  MUFF,  -  -  -  “491 

“  JAMES  M.  GILBOUGH,  -  -  “  493 

“  PETER  E.  WEISER,  -  -  “  500 

“  HENRY  R.  ALLEN,  ...  “  506 

“  JAMES  R.  OWENS,  -  “519 

“  JOHN  T.  HAMPTON,  M.D.,  -  -  “  527 

“  EDWARD  S.  EARLY,  -  -  “  528 

“  JOSEPH  F.  KERBAUGH,  -  -  “  529 
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STEWARDS  OF  THE  STEPHEN  GIRARD  CHARITY  FUND. 


Brother  ROBERT  C.  FLOYD, 

“  HARLAN  INGRAM, 

“  JOHN  EMSLEY, 

“  CHAS.  TIEL, 

CHAS.  K.  IDE,  - 
“  WM.  H.  DICKSON, 

“  J.  M.  DAVENPORT,  - 

“  JOHN  T.  ROBERTS, 

“  DAVID  P.  JONES, 

“  CHAS.  W.  PACKER, 

“  DAVID  B.  MORRELL, 

“  RICHARD  B.  CONNOLLY, 
“  THOMAS  JACOBS,  - 

“  SAMUEL  P.  MERVINE, 

“  JOHN  STEWART, 

“  CHAS.  PEELER,  - 

“  JOHN  Y.  HUBER, 

“  EDWARD  P.  LESCURE, 

“  WM.  T.  TAYLOR, 

“  DAVID  B.  TAYLOR, 

“  JAMES  WELSH, 

“  JOHN  MARTIN,  - 

“  THOMAS  R.  DAVIS, 

“  WILLIAM  P.  BUZBY, 

“  WM.  C.  PARSONS,  - 

“  S.  R.  MORRIS,  M.  D, 

“  WM.  C.  HAMILTON,  M.  D, 

“  WM.  H.  BAKER,  - 

“  SAMUEL  DAVIS, 

“  H.  K.  LEECH, 

“  GABRIEL  PHILLIPS, 

“  ALFRED  W.  GARSED, 

“  JAMES  I.  WRIGHT, 

“  JAMES  C.  BECKEL, 


Lodge  No.  2 

3 

9 

19 

51 

52 

“  ■  59 

67 

71 

72 

81 

91 

1 14 
“  1 15 

“  121 

125 
“  126 

130 
“  1 3 1 

134 
“  135 

“  155 

“  US 
“  186 

“  187 

“  21 1 

“  230 

“  246 

“  271 

“  274 

289 
.  “  292 

295 

296 
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Brother  M.  M.  BAYERSDORFER,  - 

Lodge  No. 

359 

li 

CHARLES  LAING, 

ll 

368 

il 

HENRY  S.  KELLER, 

ll 

369 

n 

GEORGE  P.  WILSON,  - 

a 

380 

il 

GEORGE  W.  NESTER,  - 

u 

384 

n 

SAMUEL  HAWORTH, 

n 

385 

<1 

EDW.  S.  ROWAND, 

u 

386 

il 

JOHN  CURTIS, 

il 

393 

il 

RICHARD  McCAMBRIDGE,  - 

n 

402 

ll 

JOHN  WILCOX,  - 

a 

419 

il 

WM.  WARREN, 

u 

432 

il 

WM.  STEFFE, 

n 

436 

a 

JOHN  S.  THACKRAY, 

a 

441 

a 

S.  BONNAFFON,  Jr., 

n 

444 

a 

CHAS.  C.  HALL, 

“ 

449 

n 

JOSHUA  K.  HUGHES,  - 

“ 

450 

n 

WM.  CARISS,  Jr., 

il 

453 

n 

JAMES  McELWEE, 

a 

456 

a 

ELHANAH  C.  LEIDY, 

a 

470 

n 

SAMUEL  Z.  TRIPPLE, 

a 

481 

a 

WM.  HENRY  SIMPSON,  - 

ii 

482 

n 

HENRY  R.  COULOMB, 

u 

487 

ii 

JOHN  W.  KOONS,  - 

it 

49 1 

a 

AMOS  W.  BACON, 

u 

493 

n 

LOUIS  A.  SCHERR,  - 

it 

500 

u 

GEORGE  F.  BOR  IE, 

u 

506 

n 

ALFRED  J.  FOULDS, 

u 

519 

n 

JOHN  C.  BAILEY, 

u 

527 

n 

JOHN  E.  JAMES,  M.  D.,  - 

a 

528 

n 

ISAIAH  T.  BOSSERT,  - 

n 

529 

5 
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DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS. 

1. — Brother  HENRY  BAUMGARDNER,  of  Lancaster,  for 

the  County  of  Lancaster. 

2.  — Brother  ROBERT  L.  MUENCH,  of  Harrisburg,  for  the 

Counties  of  Dauphin,  Northumberland  and  Montour. 

3.  — Brother  HENRY  S.  STONER,  of  Chambersburg,  for  the 

Counties  of  Cumberland,  Franklin  and  Fulton. 

4.  — Brother  S.  E.  ANCONA,  of  Reading,  for  the  Counties  of 

Berks  and  Lebanon. 

5. — Brother  CHRISTOPHER  LITTLE,  of  Pottsville,  for 

the  Counties  of  Schuylkill  and  Columbia. 

6.  — Brother  FREDERICK  J.  AMSDEN,  of  Scranton,  for 

the  County  of  Luzerne,  north  of  Pittston. 

7.  — Brother  GEORGE  P.  WRIGHT,  of  Easton,  for  the 

Counties  of  Northampton  and  Monroe. 

8.  — Brother  ROBERT  C.  SIMPSON,  of  Wellsboro’,  for  the 

County  of  Tioga. 

9. — Brother  EDWARD  HERRICK,  Jr.,  of  Athens,  for  the 

Counties  of  Bradford,  Sullivan  and  Wyoming. 

10.  — Brother  GEORGE  S.  SNYDER,  of  Williamsport,  for  the 

Counties  of  Lycoming,  Union  and  Snyder. 

11.  — Brother  PETER  L.  GREENLEAF,  M.  D.,  of  Thomp- 

sontown,  for  the  Counties  of  Perry,  Mifflin  and  Juniata. 

12. — Brother  ALEXANDER  M.  LLOYD,  of  Hollidaysburg, 

for  the  Counties  of  Cambria,  Huntingdon,  Blair  and 
Bedford. 
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1 3. — Brother  HIRAM  C.  ROCKWELL,  for  the  Counties  of 

Elk,  Cameron,  McKean  and  Potter. 

14. — Brother  HARRISON  T.  BEARDSLEY,  of  Lock  Haven, 

for  the  Counties  of  Centre,  Clearfield  and  Clinton. 

15. — Brother  BRANTON  H.  HENDERSON,  of  Sharon,  for 

the  Counties  of  Butler,  Lawrence,  Mercer  and  Beaver. 

1 6.  — Brother  RICHARD  COULTER,  of  Greensburg,  for  the 

Counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Indiana. 

1 7.  — Brother  A.  M.  POLLOCK,  M.  D.,  of  Pittsburgh,  for  the 

County  of  Allegheny. 

18.  — Brother  W.  B.  MEREDITH,  of  Kittanning,  for  the 

Counties  of  Clarion,  Armstrong  and  Jefferson. 

19. — Brother  FREDERICK  WHITTLESEY,  of  Washington, 

for  the  Counties  of  Washington  and  Greene. 

20.  — Brother  CHARLES  W.  MACKEY,  of  Franklin,  for  the 

Counties  of  Warren,  Venango  and  Forrest. 

21.  — Brother  PEARSON  CHURCH,  of  Meadville,  for  the 

County  of  Crawford. 

23. — Brother  ROBERT  E.  PATTERSON,  of  Jenkintown,  for 
the  Counties  of  Bucks  and  Montgomeiy. 

23.  — Brother  ROBERT  L.  McCLELLAN,  of  Cochranville, 

for  the  Counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware. 

24.  — Brother  THOMAS  S.  McNAIR,  of  Hazleton,  for  the 

Counties  of  Carbon  and  Lehigh,  and  Lodge  No.  327, 
at  Hazleton. 
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25. — Brother  WILLIAM  CHATLAND,  of  Brownsville,  for 

the  Counties  of  Fayette  and  Somerset. 

26.  — Brother  WILLIAM  HIMROD,  Jr.,  of  Erie  for  the 

County  of  Erie. 

27. — Brother  JOHN  H.  DUSENBURY,  of  Great  Bend,  for 

the  Counties  of  Susquehanna,  Wayne  and  Pike. 

28. — Brother  FITZ  JAMES  EVANS,  of  York,  for  the 

Counties  of  York  and  Adams. 

29.  — Brother  HUBBARD  B.  PAYNE,  of  Kingston,  for  the 

County  of  Luzerne,  south  of,  and  including  East  and 
West  Pittston,  except  Lodge  No.  327,  at  Hazleton. 
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OF 


To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania: 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  (consisting  of  Brothers 
E.  Coppee  Mitchell,  of  No.  126,  John  C.  Uhle,  of  No.  246^ 
James  Houston,  of  No.  242,  Wm.  H.  Hooper,  of  No.  134,  and 
J.  J.  Wadsworth,  of  No.  455,)  by  their  Chairman,  respectfully 
report;  that  we  have  received  from  the  Grand  Secretary  the 
printed  proceedings  of  forty-five  North  American  Grand 
Lodges,  with  other  printed  matter  and  official  papers  from 
foreign  jurisdictions,  as  follows  : 


Alabama, 

for 

1874. 

Minnesota,  . 

for 

1875. 

Arkansas,  . 

1874. 

Mississippi, 

00 

Co 

British  Columbia, 

1875. 

Missouri, 

1875. 

California, 

1875. 

Montana, 

1874. 

Colorado, 

1874. 

Nebraska,  . 

1874. 

Connecticut, 

00 

^4 

Co 

Nevada, 

1874. 

Delaware, 

1874. 

New  Hampshire, 

1875. 

District  of  Columbia,  . 

1874. 

New  Jersey, 

1875. 

Florida,  . 

1875. 

New  York, 

1875, 

Georgia, 

1874. 

North  Carolina, 

1874. 

Idaho, 

1874. 

Ohio,  .... 

1874. 

Illinois, 

1874. 

Oregon, 

1875. 

Indiana,  . 

VO 

r\ 

00 

Prince  Edwards’  Island, 

1875. 

Indian  Territory, 

1874. 

South  Carolina, 

1874. 

Iowa, 

LO 

00 

Texas, 

1875. 

Kansas, 

1875. 

Utah, 

1874. 

Kentucky, 

1874. 

Vermont, 

1874. 

Louisiana,  . 

1875. 

Virginia, 

1874. 

Maine, 

00 

Co 

Washington, 

1874. 

Manitoba, 

1875. 

West  Virginia, 

1874. 

Maryland, 

00 

"-4 

Co 

Wisconsin, 

1 1 

1875. 

Massachusetts,  . 

1875. 

Wyoming  Territory, 

t  < 

1874. 

Michigan, 

( ( 

1875. 

(73) 
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Of  these,  four,  viz :  Indian  Territory,  Manitoba,  Prince 
Edwards’  Island,  and  Wyoming  Territory,  contain  the  record 
of  the  formation  and  First  Communications  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  those  respective  jurisdictions. 

We  regret  the  absence  of  reports  from  New  Brunswick, 
Nova  Scotia,  Quebec,  Rhode  Island,  and  Tennessee. 

The  papers  from  other  jurisdictions  are  as  follows  : 

Boletin  de  la  Mason/.  Simb/.  del  Gr.\  Or/,  de  Espana. 
Ano  III.  Nums.  3,  4,  5  y  6. 

Boletin  official  del  Ser/.  Gr.\  Or/,  de  Espana,  del  Rit/.  Esc.*. 
Ant.',  y  Acep/.  Ano  III.  Nums.  3,  4,  5,  6  y  7. 

Mittheilungen  aus  dem  Bunde  der  Grossen  National  Mut- 
terloge  der  Freimaurer  in  den  Preussischen  Staaten,  genannt 
Zu  den  drei  Welt  Ivugeln  im  Orient  Berlin  Sechster  Jahr- 
gang.  4  Heft. 

Bulletin  du  Gr.\  Or.',  de  Belgique,  Dec.  1874.  Mars.  1875. 

Boletin  del  Gran  Oriente  del  Peru.  Ano  I.  No.  2.  Mayo 
1875.  No.  3.  Junio,  1875. 

Boletin  Official  del  Supremo  Consejo  y  Grande  Oriente  para 
la  Republica  Argentina.  Ano  III.  No.  9.  Junio,  1875.  No.  10. 
Julio,  1875.  No.  13.  15  Agosto,  1875.  No.  14.  31  de  Agosto 
de  1875. 

Boletim  do  Grande  Oriente  Effiido  e  Supremo  Conselho  do 
Brazil.  30  anno,  No.  8—  12.  Agosto  a  Dezembro,  1874.,  40 
Anno,  No.  1  a  3.  Janeiro  a  Marco,  1875. 

Bulletin ,  du  Grand  Orient  de  France.  Supreme  Conseil, 
&c.  30  Annee  No.  8,  Oct.  1874.  No.  10,  Dec.  1874,  No. 

11,  Jan.  1875.  3 lme  Anne©.  No.  2  and  3.  Avril  et  Mai, 

1875. 

United  Grand  Lodge  A.  F.  and  A.  Masons  of  England. 
Quarterly  Communications  Sept,  and  Dec.  1874.  March  and 
June,  1875,  and  Annual  Grand  Festival  April  28,  1875. 

Official  Communication  from  Grande  Oriente  d’Egitto,  ob¬ 
jecting  to  the  action  of  a  convention  of  Italian  Lodges. 

Several  Official  Communications  from  the  Grand  Orient  of 
Peru. 

And  an  unofficial  communication  from  the  District  Grand 
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Secretary  of  New  South  Wales,  complaining  of  the  irregular 
Lodges  under  the  Lodge  of  Memphis,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  South  Wales  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Australia  (so- 
called). 

We  have  prepared  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  all  the 
North  American  Grand  Lodges,  which  we  submit  herewith. 
This  labor  has  been  divided  between  the  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  Brother  John  C.  Uhle.  That  it  is  a  labor  of  no 
small  magnitude  will  be  understood  by  all  who  have  had  expe¬ 
rience  on  similar  committees.  We  hope  it  may  meet  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Brethren. 

Perhaps  among  the  events  recorded  in  this  correspondence, 
there  are  none  which  attracted  more  universal  interest  among 
the  Craft  in  America,  than  the  resignation  of  the  late  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  in  England  (the  Marquess  of  Ripon),  and  the 
installation  of  his  Royal  Highness,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as 
Grand  Master  in  his  stead. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Marquess  of  Ripon  (then  Earl  Grey) 
was  in  this  country  a  few  years  ago  as  special  Ambassador 
from  Great  Britain  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
and  that  he  was  formally  received  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  as  the  representative  of  our  English 
Brethren.  At  this  reception  a  large  number  of  Grand  Masters 
from  the  American  jurisdictions,  and  other  distinguished 
Masons  were  present  by  special  invitation.  The  occasion  was 
deemed  to  be  a  signal  one,  as  being  the  first  time  the  Grand 
Master  of  England  had  been  among  us,  and  all  joined  in  tes¬ 
tifying  to  him  their  respect  and  affection  for  that  venerable  Ma¬ 
sonic  Body  over  which  he  presided,  and  from  which,  in  great 
part,  Freemasonry  in  North  America  has  derived  its  right  to 
exist. 

It  is  generally  understood  that  the  resignation  of  the  Mar¬ 
quess  as  Grand  Master  was  caused  by  a  change  in  his  religious 
belief;  and  his  joining  a  church  whose  hostility  to  our  Fra¬ 
ternity  has  been  always  open,  and  for  the  few  past  years  em- 
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phatic,  but  of  this  we  have  no  right  to  speak,  as  nothing  of  it 
appears  in  the  official  correspondence. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge 
of  England,  held  September  2,  1874,  his  letter  to  the  Grand 
Secretary  containing  his  resignation  was  read.  It  is  very  brief. 

Nocton  Hall,  Lincoln,  Sept,  ist,  1874. 

“  Dear  Grand  Secretary  : — I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  find 
myself  unable  any  longer  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Grand 
Master,  and  that  it  is  therefore  necessary  that  I  should  resign 
that  office  into  the  hands  of  the  members  of  Grand  Lodge, 
with  the  expression  of  my  grateful  thanks  for  the  kindness 
which  I  have  ever  received  from  them,  and  of  my  great  re¬ 
gret  at  any  inconvenience  which  my  retirement  may  cause  to 
them.  I  remain  yours  faithfully, 

RIPON.” 

The  communication  was  received  by  the  Grand  Lodge  with 
a  dignity  and  forbearance  which,  under  the  circumstances, 
when  words  of  reproach  might  have  been  not  unreasonably 
expected,  reflected  the  highest  credit  on  the  Brethren  present. 
A  few  remarks  were  made,  calling  attention  to  the  faithful 
manner  in  which  the  Grand  Master  had  always  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  exalted  station,  and  a  resolution  was  adopted  ac¬ 
cepting  the  resignation,  “  with  the  deepest  feelings  of  regret.” 

It  would  be  idle  to  deny  that  mortification  and  sorrow  were 
felt  by  the  Craft  everywhere  at  this  defection  of  an  illustrious 
Brother,  but  if  the  enemies  of  Freemasonry  rejoiced  over  it, 
their  joy  was  of  short  duration.  The  vacant  station  was  im¬ 
mediately  offered  to  and  accepted  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  ad 
interim ,  and  he  was  re-elected  at  the  Quarterly  Communication 
of  March  1875,  so  that  the  future  sovereign  of  one  of  the  great 
empires  of  the  world  is  now  the  immediate  representative  of 
the  Fraternity  in  England. 

The  ceremony  of  installation  and  investiture  of  the  new  Grand 
Master  took  place  at  the  Annual  Grand  Festival  Communica¬ 
tion  held  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall,  South  Kensington,  London, 
April  28,  1875.  The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Most  Worshipful  Pro- 
Grand  Master,  administered  the  obligation,  and  installed  and  in- 
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vested  the  Grand  Master  in  the  presence  of  the  most  brilliant  as¬ 
sembly  ofFreemasons  in  modern  times;  indeed,  he  asserted  in 
his  address  that  “  never  in  the  whole  history  of  Freemasonry 
has  such  a  Grand  Lodge  been  assembled  as  that  on  which  my 
eyes  rest  at  this  moment.”  A  full  description  of  the  ceremony 
will  be  found  in  our  review. 

There  is  another  subject  of  much  interest,  if  not  importance, 
to  the  Craft  in  Pennsylvania,  which  has  been  brought  to  our 
attention  by  a  letter  from  that  well  known  Masonic  scholar 
and  antiquarian,  Brother  Wm.  James  Hughan,  Past  Grand 
Deacon  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  to  our  Right  Worship¬ 
ful  Grand  Master  Potter,  and  by  him  referred  to  this  com¬ 
mittee,  in  relation  to  the  first  establishment  of  Masonry  on 
this  continent.  For  some  years  prior  to  1873,  it  was  considered 
to  be  a  point  settled  beyond  controversy,  that  the  first  Masonic 
Lodge  in  existence  in  America  was  one  in  Boston,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  constituted  by  Provincial  Grand  Master  Henry  Price  in 
1 733-  That  conclusion  had  been  reached  after  the  question 
had  been  carefully  investigated  by  competent  authorities  and 
the  evidence  was  accepted  as  satisfactory  by  the  Fraternity 
generally.  It  was  admitted  that  Brother  Price  was  not  the  first 
Provincial  Grand  Master  in  America,  for  there  was  reliable 
testimony  that  the  Deputation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng¬ 
land  to  Bro.  Daniel  Coxe  as  Provincial  Grand  Master  for 
New  Jersey,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  was  two  years  prior 
to  that  of  Brother  Price,  but  it  was  asserted  that  Daniel  Coxe 
had  not  acted  under  his  deputation,  and  no  evidence  was  forth¬ 
coming  to  disprove  the  assertion. 

This  was  the  generally  received  belief  until  July  1874,  when 
an  article  from  the  pen  of  Brother  Clifford  P.  MacCalla, 
appeared  simultaneously  in  The  Keystone,  and  the  London 
Masonic  Magazine,  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  were  evidences  of  the  existence  of  a  Lodge  or  Lodges  in 
Philadelphia  as  early  as  1730,  and  of  a  Grand  Lodge  in  1732, 
to  be  found  in  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  for  those  years,  edited 
and  printed  by  Brother  Benjamin  Franklin.  The  evidence  of 
this  early  newspaper  (the  existence  and  authenticity  of  which, 
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cannot  be  doubted)  was  entitled  to  the  more  weight,  as  Brother 
Franklin,  the  printer,  was  himself  one  of  the  elected  Wardens 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1732. 

The  memorial  volume  of  our  New  Temple,  published  shortly 
after  the  dedication  ceremonies  made  a  full  recapitulation  of 
these  facts  and  also  contained  a  reference  to  a  letter,  written 
in  1754  by  Brother  Henry  Bell  of  Lancaster,  stating 
that  in  1730  a  Lodge  in  Philadelphia  had  petitioned  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  for  a  charter,  but  before  obtaining  it,  heard 
of  the  Deputation  of  Daniel  Coxe  as  Provincial  Grand  Master 
and  had  applied  to  him,  and  their  request  was  granted. 

These  statements  coming  from  members  of  our  own  Grand 
Lodge,  which  was  so  nearly  interested  in  the  decision  of  the 
question  thus  raised,  were  enough  to  open  a  new  discussion 
among  the  antiquarians  and  historians  of  the  Craft,  which  is 
still  actively  going  on.  Brother  Hughan,  who  is  entirely  dis¬ 
interested  and  is  earnest  only  to  arrive  at  the  truth,  has  given 
the  subject  a  careful  consideration,  and  in  doing  so  has  dis¬ 
covered  an  item  of  evidence,  which  is  peculiarly  important 
in  showing  that  at  least  one  Lodge  in  Philadelphia,  of  a  date 
prior  to  1731,  was  recognized  by  the  Fraternity  in  England  as 
a  regularly  constituted  Lodge. 

His  letter  is  as  follows  : 

Truro,  England,  June  2d,  1875. 

“  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania: 

V.  D.  B. — I  have  made  an  important  discovery,  and  hasten 
to  announce  the  fact  officially  to  you  through  the  medium  of 
my  esteemed  friend  and  Brother,  Charles  PIugene  Meyer. 

As  you  are  aware,  in  the  “  Memorial  Volume,”  and  in  the 
Keystone ,  particulars  have  been  made  known  which  prove  there 
were  Lodges  in  existence  in  Philadelphia  prior  to  the  advent 
of  the  Lodge  at  Boston,  A.  D.  1733,  and  so  far ,  the  City  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  has  established  its  claim  to  be  considered  the  mother 
of  American  Freemasonry. 

There  may  have  been  earlier  Lodges,  but  as  yet  the  proof  is 
wanting,  and  meanwhile  Philadelphia  may  rest  content  with  its 
proud  position. 

Nothing,  however,  has  transpired  as  to  the  date  and  No.  of 
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the  Warrant  (or  Warrants)  of  the  Lodge  (or  Lodges)  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  prior  to  A.  D.  1733,  and  up  to  this  period 
no  one  has  discovered  any  special  particulars  as  to  the  Lodges 
in  question. 

It  is  my  pleasure  and  privilege  to  make  known  the  result  of 
my  researches  on  this  subject,  as  per  annexed  table,  carefully 
prepared  by  me. 

**[The  table  consists  of  a  comparison  of  several  editions  of 
the  Pocket  Companion  for  Freemasons  for  1735,  1736  and 
1 73 8,  giving  lists  of  Lodges,  and  showing  No.  79  as  a  Lodge  in 
Philadelphia.]*** 

In  Smith’s  Pocket  Companion  for  Freemasons,  published 
at  Dublin  in  1735,  is  a  list  of  Lodges  for  Ireland,  England, 
&c.,  &c.  The  Lodges  are  not  numbered  according  to  the 
Roll  of  each  Grand  Lodge,  but,  strange  to  say,  consecutively, 
so  that,  as  37  Irish  Lodges  are  first  enumerated,  the  No.  I 
under  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  is  No.  38 — Now,  No.  1 16, 
(or  in  reality  1 16  —  3 7  =  79)  reads  as  follows  : 

“  1 16.  The  Hoop  in  Water  Street,  in  Philadelphia, 

1st  Monday  ! ! !  ” 

In  the  edition  of  the  “Pocket  Companion”  published  in 
London  for  the  same  year,  but  evidently  a  copy  of  the  Dublin 
book,  No.  79  (the  same  number  as  the  foregoing)  is  blank ,  as 
also  in  the  “  Freemasons’  Pocket  Companion  ”  of  1736,  (Lon¬ 
don),  but  in  the  second  edition  of  the  latter,  issued  two  years 
afterwards,  (A.D.  1738,)  a  London  Lodge  is  inserted. 

Brother  Walter  Spencer  of  Great  Queen  Street,  London, 
has  kindly  permitted  me  to  examine  the  engraved  List  of 
Lodges  for  the  years  1736,  1737,  and  1738,  published  by 
authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  (These  may  always  be  con¬ 
sidered  to  refer  to  a  period  later  than  the  years  mentioned,  as 
they  are  dedicated  to  the  Grand  Master  installed  in  December 
of  the  year  of  publication .)  In  all  these  three  calendars,  the 
Lodge  held  in  Little  St.  Martin’s  Lane,  London,  is  inserted. 

Unfortunately,  Brother  Spencer,  (who  has  taken  consider¬ 
able  trouble  to  aid  me)  has  no  earlier  list ;  neither  is  there 
any  in  Grand  Lodge  between  1736  and  1725,  so  that  at  present 
the  Dublin  Calendar  of  1735  is  without  collateral  support. 
Should,  however,  a  list  of  Lodges  be  found  (engraved  by  Cole,) 
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of  1733  to  173S,  I  am  persuaded  it  will  agree  with  the  Pocket 
Companion  of  1735.  The  only  American  Lodge  in  the  Dublin 
List  of  lodges  is  79  (1 16),  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  list  of  1735 
at  London,  there  is  not  one  (No.  79  being  vacant).  The  Pocket 
Companion  of  1738  is  the  same,  only  No.  79  was  a  London 
Lodge  inserted,  and  the  No,  126,  which  in  all  the  issues  men¬ 
tioned  else  (i.  e.  1735-6,  of  the  “  Companions”)  was  engraved 
or  printed  for  a  London  Lodge  of  Nov.  5th,  1734.  In  the  edition 
of  1738  has  instead,  “  Boston,  in  New  England,”  and  No.  139 
reads,  “  Savannah,  in  the  Province  of  Georgia.” 

Now  79,  Philadelphia  (as  my  table  shows)  has  Lodges  war¬ 
ranted  in  1731 , before  and  after  it,  and  allowing  for  the  distance 
to  New  England  from  London,  and  the  slowness  of  transit  in 
those  days,  as  also  the  probability  of  delay  in  sending  word 
of  its  constitution,  it  was  doubtless  started  in  A.D.  1730. 

It  is  generally  safe  to  allow  one  year  earlier  for  Lodges 
constituted  abroad  as  compared  with  those  warranted  in  Eng¬ 
land  which  immediately  precede  and  follow  ;  e.  g.,  the  Lodge 
No.  126  warranted  and  held  in  London  from  November  1734, 
as  per  lists  of  1735,  was  replaeed  in  1736  (Cole’s  list,)  and  1738, 
(Companion,)  by  “  Boston  in  New  England,”  constituted  as 
we  know  by  Major  Price  in  1733. 

I  have,  I  hope,  made  it  plain  that  the  Lodge  at  Philadelphia 
had  an  existence  of  three  years  {circa)  before  the  advent  of  the 
Lodge  in  Boston,  and  I  have  therefore  established  the  fact 
from  an  independent  source  that  Philadelphia  is  the  premier 
Masonic  City  of  New  England  and  of  America. 

Brother  Daniel  Coxe  was  Provincial  Grand  Master  by 
Patent  dated  5  June,  1730,  and  was  the  premier  Provincial  Grand 
Master  of  America,  for  the  Provinces  of  New  Jersey,  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  he 
constituted  other  Lodges  besides  the  one  mentioned,  (No.  79, 
Philadelphia,)  of  which  apparently  all  traces  are  lost. 

New  Jersey  and  New  York  may  yet  wrest  the  laurels  from 
Philadelphia,  but  we  cannot  see  any  signs  of  their  doing  so  at 
present,  because  of  the  lack  of  evidence.  As  to  any  other 
part  of  America  doing  so,  it  seems  to  me  impossible,  because 
the  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania  (as  also  of  New 
Jersey  and  New  York,)  was  the  first  ever  appointed  for  any 
part  of  America,  and  it  is  scarcely  likely  he  would  constitute 
Lodges  in  other  parts  before  he  attended  to  his  own  jurisdic¬ 
tions. 

I  made  the  fortunate  purchase  of  the  “  Pocket  Companion  ” 
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from  Brother  Walter  Spencer  prior  to  his  intention  to  submit 
all  his  valuable  Masonic  library  to  auction  in  July  ensuing, 
and  I  am  much  delighted  at  being  the  medium  of  discovering 
a  fact  of  such  importance  to  the  accurate  study  of  the  History 
of  Freemasonry  in  America.  I  expect  soon  to  again  examine 
the  matter  and  shall,  if  possible,  write  a  sketch  of  the  subject 
in  the  Voice  of  Masonry,  Chicago,  whose  able  editors,  Brothers 
Brown  and  Dr.  Mackey  will  doubtless  well  test  my  facts  as 
independent  Masonic  students,  not  connected  in  any  way  with 
either  jurisdiction. 

With  my  hearty  good  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  Free¬ 
masonry  in  general,  and  Pennsylvania  in  particular,  believe 
me,  Fraternally  yours, 

WM.  JAMES  HUGHAN.” 

Brother  Hughan  has  kept  his  promise,  and  there  is  in  the 
Voice  of  Masonry  for  September  last,  an  article  from  his  pen, 
in  which  he  reviews  the  whole  question,  and  states  his  convic¬ 
tion  to  be  that  as  the  evidence  stands  now,  Philadelphia  is  the 
premier  Masonic  City,  and  Pennsylvania  the  first  Masonic 
State  of  America. 

The  Committee  think  that  Brother  Hughan  is  entitled  to 
the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  his  zeal  and  industry  on 
our  behalf,  and  for  the  gift  of  the  Pocket  Companion  of  which 
he  speaks,  which  he  has  deposited  in  our  Grand  Lodge  library. 
This  will,  no  doubt,  be  made  the  subject  of  remark  by  our 
Library  Committee,  also. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Conventions  by  which  the  four  new 
Grand  Lodges  of  which  we  have  spoken,  were  organized,  have 
been  carefully  examined. 

The  Lodges  in  the  Indian  Territory  were  warranted  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas  (although  that  fact  does  not  appear 
in  the  printed  Report  of  their  Convention). 

Those  in  Wyoming  Territory  hold  warrants  from  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Colorado  and  Nebraska. 

Those  in  Prince  Edwards’  Island  hold  warrants  from  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  England  and  Scotland. 

And  those  in  Manitoba  hold  warrants  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Canada. 
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The  proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  Manitoba  are  in 
proper  form  and  are  accompanied  by  an  official  communica¬ 
tion  under  the  seal  of  the  new  Grand  Lodge,  announcing  its 
regular  formation,  and  asking  for  recognition  and  correspon¬ 
dence  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  learn  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada  (the  parent  jurisdiction),  that  they  have  consented 
to  the  formation  of,  and  recognized,  the  new  Grand 
Lodge.  And  we  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  should  not 
follow  this  example,  and  extend  a  cordial  and  fraternal  recog¬ 
nition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba. 

With  respect  to  the  other  three  new  Grand  Lodges,  we  find 
that  their  proceedings  were  conducted  with  regularity  and 
propriety,  and  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  receive  a  gene¬ 
ral  recognition,  but  it  has  been  the  invariable  custom  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  to  show  the  deference  and  courtesy  due  to  the 
parent  Grand  Lodges,  of  first  hearing  of  their  action  upon  the 
new  organizations  before  recognizing  and  entering  into  official 
correspondence  with  any  newly  formed  Grand  Body.  We 
therefore  leave  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Indian 
Territory,  Wyoming  Territory,  and  Prince  Edwards’  Island  to 
be  reported  upon  by  our  successors  on  this  committee. 

We  proceed  now  with  our  review: 
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ALABAMA. 

The  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  in  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  Montgomery, 
on  Monday,  December  7th,  1874.  Most  Worshipful  Isaiah  A. 
Wilson,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  and  two  hundred  and 
twenty-three  Lodges  being  represented. 

The  first  business  was  the  Annual  Address  of  Grand  Master 
Wilson  which  consisted  chiefly  of  a  detailed  report  of  the 
business  transacted,  and  the  questions  d'ecided  by  him  during 
the  year  then  ended. 

With  respect  to  the  condition  and  growth  of  the  Fraternity 
in  Alabama,  he  says : 

“  It  is  particularly  gratifying  to  me  to  inform  you  that  peace 
and  harmony  prevail  throughout  our  borders,  and  while  scores 
have  not  been  gathered  beneath  our  broad  banners,  in  the  last 
Masonic  year,  still  we  have  increased  in  numbers  perhaps  as 
rapidly  as  desirable.” 

The  Grand  Master  refused  several  applications  to  confer  the 
degrees  out  of  time,  believing  that  ‘‘there  is  scarcely  a  con¬ 
ceivable  occasion  when  an  emergency  case  should  be  enter¬ 
tained.”  And  this  he  placed  upon  the  very  sensible  ground 
that  it  is  wrong  to  send  a  brother  into  the  world  as  a  Mason, 
until  he  has  had  a  reasonable  opportunity  to  acquire  the 
knowledge  without  which  he  cannot  understand,  much  less 
perform  his  duties  as  such.  In  this  connection,  the  Grand 
Master  remarks,  with  great  truth  : 

“Masonry  has  had  much  to  encounter  in  the  reproach 
brought  upon  her,  not  only  from  the  unworthy,  but  from  the 
ignorant  Mason.  It  is  therefore  a  wise  rule,  established  in  this 
Jurisdiction,  which  requires  the  candidate  to  be  proficient,  be¬ 
fore  he  is  permitted  to  advance,  and  it  should  be  rigidly  en¬ 
forced.” 

We  condense  several  of  the  decisions,  which  are  stated  at 
length  in  the  Address. 
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Non-affiliated  Masons  cannot  prefer  charges.  Charges 
must  be  preferred  in  open  Lodge,  at  a  regular  Communication, 
by  a  Brother  in  good  standing. 

A  non-affiliated  Mason  is  not  entitled  to  Masonic  burial. 

A  Brother  cannot  be  required  to  state  his  reasons  for  his 
vote  on  ballot  for  a  candidate.  A  by-law  to  that  effect  is  void. 

On  the  death  of  the  Worshipful  Master  of  a  Lodge,  the 
Senior  Warden  must  fill  his  place.  A  new  election  is  unlaw¬ 
ful.  No  dispensation  for  it  can  be  granted. 

A  member  of  a  Lodge  can  stop  the  initiation  of  a  candidate 
duly  elected,  by  objecting  either  publicly  or  in  private,  with¬ 
out  giving  his  reasons. 

The  Address  is  a  sensible,  conservative  document,  which  re¬ 
flects  great  credit  on  its  author.  Brother  Wilson  is  the 
representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

An  excellent  report  from  a  special  committee  was  received 
and  concurred  in,  which  very  clearly  states  the  Masonic  rule 
as  to  religious  belief.  We  give  it  with  the  single  commentary 
that  it  is  well  to  see  that  our  zeal  for  our  Fraternity  does  not 
carry  us  beyond  the  landmarks. 

The  Committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  ruling  of  a 
former  Grand  Master,  viz: 

“A  Mason  having  joined  a  church,  the  laws  of  which  re¬ 
quire  a  renunciation  of  Masonry,  notwithstanding  he  holds  a 
dimit,  is  not  entitled  to  its  benefits ;  neither  is  the  widow  of 
such  an  one  so  entitled  after  his  death.” 

They  report  thus : 

“  Should  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  attach  himself 
to  any  religious  denomination,  the  rules  of  which  require  him 
to  renounce  Masonry,  this  act  of  so  attaching  himself,  of  itself, 
does  not  deprive  him  of  the  benefits  of  Masonry;  with  these 
rules  Masonry  has  nothing  to  do. 

“  The  Masonic  Order  does  not  require  or  demand  of  its  vo¬ 
taries  any  other  religious  test  than  that  of  a  belief  in  Deity; 
hence,  the  simple  act  of  uniting  or  joining  such  religious  de- 
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nomination  is,  of  and  within  itself,  no  violation  of  any  Masonic 
law.  But  should  the  member,  or  Mason,  thus  joining,  actually 
renounce  Masonry,  by  thus  renouncing  Masonry  he  commits 
an  offense  against  Masonry,  and  for  which  he  should  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Lodge  having  jurisdiction  of  the  member,  or 
Mason,  thus  offending.” 

A  most  interesting  report  was  submitted  by  Brother  Wil¬ 
liam  T.  Walthall,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  who  opens  by  claiming  indulgence  as  being 
unskilled,  and  performing  an  unfamiliar  duty.  This  indulgence 
he  does  not  need,  for  his  report  is  one  of  the  best  we  remem¬ 
ber  to  have  seen,  and  he  proves  by  example  that  it  is  possible 
to  be  forcible  without  descending  to  the  use  of  “  slang,”  and 
to  differ  from  others,  and  forcibly  to  maintain  his  own  opinions 
by  argument,  with  a  dignified  courtesy  which  conveys  no  idea 
of  impertinence  or  offense.  There  is  no  Chairman  of  such  a 
Committee,  but  will  find  his  own  feelings  elegantly  expressed 
by  the  following  extract,  which  we  find  in  his  review  of  Min¬ 
nesota  : 

“  We  would  gladly  give  some  specimens  of  the  racy  and 
readable  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  but  dare 
not  begin,  for  where  or  when  could  we  stop  ?  Nor  dare  we 
say  that  we  shall  find  room  for  future  extracts,  as  enough  has 
already  been  reserved,  with  that  view,  to  fill  some  hundreds, 
or  thousands,  of  pages. 

“  The  truth  is,  the  farther  we  proceed  in  this  work,  the  more, 
we  feel  like  a  child  gathering  shells  on  an  unfrequented  beach,, 
after  a  storm  has  heaped  upon  it  the  strange  things  of  the  deep. 
His  arms  are  soon  filled,  but  he  finds  at  every  step  some  new- 
prize,  and  has  to  cast  away  part  of  the  old  ones  to  make  room 
for  it,  until  finally  he  stands  appalled  at  the  very  profusion  of 
treasures,  which  defy  his  limited  capacity  of  appropriation.” 

Of  Pennsylvania,  Brother  Walthall  speaks  very  fraternally,, 
making  the  most  that  could  be  gleaned  from  our  slender  “  ab¬ 
stract”  for  1873.  The  wonder  is  that  he  succeeded  in  getting 
so  much. 

Those  Brethren  who  read  last  year  our  review  of  Tennessee, 
cannot  fail  to  call  to  mind  the  mention  that  was  made  of  the 
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magnificent  heroism  of  the  Brethren  of  the  “  Masonic  Board 
of  Relief  ”  who  remained  at  Memphis  during  the  scourge  of 
the  yellow  fever  there,  ministering  to  the  sick,  closing  the  eyes 
of  the  dying,  and  laying  the  dead  to  rest  with  decency  and 
fraternal  ceremonies.  Men  who  have  sacrificed  their  lives  in 
some  supreme  moment  for  the  good  of  their  country  or  man¬ 
kind,  live  on  the  imperishable  page  of  historic  story.  How 
much,  if  any,  less  worthy  are  those  who  day  by  day  face,  with 
a  smile,  danger  in  the  guise  of  horrible  disease,  and  die  in  the 
performance  of  their  duty  to  their  Brethren.  Brother  Walt¬ 
hall  was  an  eye-witness  of  these  scenes,  and  he  thus  describes 
what  he  saw,  especially  of  the  devotion  of  Brother  George  D. 
Plummer,  who  was  stricken  down  by  the  fatal  plague  : 

“  It  happens  that  the  writer  of  this  report  is  able,  from  per¬ 
sonal  knowledge  and  observation  to  verify  the  justice  of  this 
tribute  to  the  Memphis  Board  of  Relief,  and  especially  to  the 
memory  of  Brother  Plummer.  For  this  one  purpose,  and  for 
this  one  time,  he  takes  the  liberty  of  laying  aside  that  ‘imper¬ 
sonality,’  properly  belonging  to  the  functions  of  a  reviewer, 
which  has  thus  far  been  rigorously  maintained.  During  those 
dark  days  of  danger  and  distress,  it  was  his  privilege  often  to 
meet  the  Brethren  of  the  Masonic  Relief  Board.  It  is  true,  we 
met  but  hurriedly,  as  soldiers  belonging  to  different  divisions 
of  the  same  army  may  meet  amid  the  din  and  dust  and  smoke 
and  strife  of  the  battle-field;  yet  at  such  times  men  engaged  in 
a  common  cause  learn  to  know  and  love  each  other  better  in 
a  few  minutes  than  in  years  of  ordinary  life.  There  were  a 
few  others  like-minded  with  Plummer,  but  they  have  happily 
survived,  and,  if  perchance  they  equaled,  yet  certainly  none 
could  surpass  him  in  untiring  and  unselfish  devotion  to  the 
duties  which  they  had  all  bravely  and  voluntarily  assumed. 
The  cheerful  alacrity  with  which,  by  day  and  by  night,  he  min¬ 
istered  to  the  relief  of  the  suffering,  was  wonderful.  Though 
the  arrows  of  the  Destroying  Angel  were  falling  thick  and  fast 
around  him,  and  the  very  air  that  he  breathed  was  fraught 
with  impalpable  death,  there  was  ever  sunshine  in  his  face, 
cheer  in  his  voice,  and  a  smile  on  his  lips. 

“One  day — -how  well  do  we  remember  it! — in  company 
with  another  active  and  zealous  member  of  the  Masonic  Board 
of  Relief — he  called  on  the  writer  of  this  reminiscence,  bring¬ 
ing  with  him  a  stranger,  who  was  far  from  home  and  friends, 
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and  had  just  been  attacked  by  the  fever.  Whispering  in  our 
ear  that  this  stranger  was  a  Brother  Mason,  and  commending 
him  to  special  care,  with  a  few  other  words  of  friendly  greet¬ 
ing  and  encouragement,  he  sprang  into  his  buggy.  A  smile 
— a  wave  of  the  hand — and  he  was  off  again,  on  other  errands 
of  charity.  The  stranger  was  cared  for,  and  recovered,  but, 
within  a  few  days — it  seemed  scarcely  a  day — we  were  startled 
by  the  news  that  George  D.  Plummer  himself  was  ‘  down.’ 
The  first  opportunity  that  other  duties  would  allow  was  taken 
advantage  of  to  visit  him.  It  was  ‘  low  twelve’  of  a  chill  Oc¬ 
tober  night,  and  the  wind  was  whirling  the  fast  falling  leaves 
through  the  deserted  streets,  as  we  drove  to  his  dwelling  in  a 
distant  part  of  the  afflicted  city,  in  company  with  a  ‘  beloved 
physician,’  who  was  one  of  his  medical  attendants,  and  as¬ 
cended  the  stairway  that  led  to  his  bed-room.  But  it  was 
already  too  late.  He  had  passed  the  portals  of  consciousness. 
His  nerveless  hand  could  return  no  responsive  grasp.  Tho 
generous,  genial,  gallant  Plummer  was  breathing  his  last,  and 
nothing  was  left  us  but  a  last  sad  look  upon  his  manly  features, 
before  they  were  hushed  in  the  repose  of  death.” 

We  note  with  pleasure  that  Brother  Walthall  remains  at 
the  head  of  his  Committee  for  another  year. 

Most  Worshipful  Isaiah  A.  Wilson,  of  Union  Springs, 
Grand  Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  Daniel  Sayre,  of  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Grand  Secretary,  were  both  re-elected. 

There  are  404  Lodges,  10,165  members.  Increase  during 
the  year,  84. 


ARKANSAS. 

The  Grand  Lodge  commenced  its  Thirty-sixth  Annual 
Communication  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Little  Rock,  on  Mon¬ 
day,  October  12th,  1874,  Right  Worshipful  George  E.  Dodge, 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  First  District,  presiding. 
No  business  was  transacted  but  an  adjournment  to  Monday 
October  19th,  at  which  time  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  by 
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Most  Worshipful  George  A.  Dannelly,  Grand  Master,  104  . 
Lodges  being  represented. 

From  the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Dannelly,  we  learn  that 
there  has  not  been  that  rapid  increase  in  Lodges  and  members 
that  has  been  in  other  years,  in  consequence  of  the  political 
troubles  and  the  great  drought  which  had  ruined  the  crops  in 
Arkansas.  18  new  Lodges  were  created. 

We  quote  a  few  of  the  decisions : 

“  Question — Can  an  officer  dimit  or  resign  after  installation  ? 

“  Answer- — The  S.  D.,  J.  D.  and  Tyler  and  Master  of  Cere¬ 
monies  may  resign  by  consent  of  the  Master,  being  placed 
there  by  his  appointment.  The  Secretary, and  Treasurer  may 
resign  by  consent  of  the  Lodge,  having  been  elected  by  the 
Lodge.  But  there  is  no  power  authorizing  the  resignation  or 
dimit  of  a  W.  M.,  S.  W.,  or  J.  W. 

“  Question — When  charges  have  been  preferred  against  a 
Brother,  can  they  be  disposed  of  without  going  into  a  trial  ? 

“  Answer — Most  certainly  a  trial  can  be  stopped  at  any  time, 
by  consent  of  the  contending  parties.  After  charges  are  pre¬ 
ferred,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Committee  for  investiga¬ 
tion,  the  Lodge  then  becomes  one  party,  and  the  accused  the 
other.” 

To  this  last  decision,  a  Committee  added  the  following 
qualifications  : 

“  When  a  time  has  been  fixed  for  the  trial,  and  the  members 
of  the  Lodge  generally  expect  the  case  to  be  disposed  of  at 
that  time,  the  Worshipful  Master  should  not  permit  the  case 
to  be  dismissed  at  an  intervening  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  when 
many  of  the  members  are  absent,  and  not  expecting  the  case 
to  be  disposed  of  at  such  meeting.  No  doubt  the  Most  Wor¬ 
shipful  Grand  Master  would  have  so  decided  himself,  had  the 
facts  been  before  him  when  the  decision  was  made.” 

Under  this  head  we  note  a  decision  of  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  Thornborough,  that  profane  swearing  is  a 
violation  of  a  Mason’s  obligation,  on  which  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Law  remark,  “  This  decision  is  right.” 

The  Grand  Lodge  also  concurred  in  a  report  from  the  same 
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committee  to  the  effect  that  neither  an  E.  A.  nor  a  F.  C.  can  be 
dimitted — none  but  M.  M.  can  be  dimitted.  There  is  not 
uniformity  of  opinion  and  practice  on  this  subject  among  the 
various  Masonic  jurisdictions  in  the  United  States.  Such  is 
not  the  rule  in  Pennsylvania. 

•  With  respect  to  the  new  Grand  Lodge  organized  in  the 
Indian  Territory,  (of  which  we  speak  elsewhere  in  this  report,) 
the  following  action  was  had  : 

“  The  Grand  Secretary  moved  that  the  Grand  Lodge  organ¬ 
ized  in  the  Indian  Territory  be  acknowledged  as  such,  and 
welcomed  into  the  Masonic  Fraternity:  which  was,  on  motion 
of  Brother  Du  Val,  postponed  until  our  next  annual  communi¬ 
cation.” 

It  is  but  the  courtesy  due  from  us  to  the  parent  Grand  Lodge 
that  we  should  follow  its  example,  and  postpone  action. 

There  was  no  report  on  correspondence,  but  a  committee 
for  that  purpose  was  appointed  for  the  following  year. 

Most  Worshipful  M.  L.  Bell  of  Pine  Bluff,  Jefferson  County, 
was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  Luke  E. 
Barber,  of  Little  Rock,  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  356  Lodges,  (26  of  which  are  U.  D.,)  with  9,590 
members,  a  probable  decrease. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

The  pamphlet  received  contains  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  the  third  annual  communication,  December 
6,  1873,  and  the  fourth  annual  communication,  February  20, 
1875,  at  both  of  which  Most  Worshipful  Israel  Wood  Powell, 
Grand  Master,  presided.  They  were  held  in  the  Masonic 
Hall,  Victoria. 

At  the  communication  last  February,  there  were  eight 
Lodges  represented. 
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The  Grand  Master  in  his  address,  announced  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  had  been  recognized  by,  and  enjoyed  communication 
with  nearly  all  the  Grand  Lodges  in  North  America  and  in  the 
old  world,  and  making  especial  reference  to  England,  and  the 
United  Grand  Lodge  of  Germany,  at  Bayreuth. 

At  the  Communication  of  1S73,  an  application  was  presented 
from  the  Grand  Orient  of  Hungary,  asking  for  recognition,' 
which  was  thus  disposed  of: 

“  Owing  to  the  uncertainty  prevailing  in  regard  to  the 
Status  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  France  and  most  American 
Grand  Lodges,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  make  further  en- 
quries  before  recognition  could  be  granted  by  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  on  motion  the  case  was  referred  to  a  special  com¬ 
mittee  of  three,  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  Grand 
Lodge.” 

In  1874,  the  special  committee  reported  that  they  had  ex¬ 
amined  into  the  regularity  of  the  organization,  and  exclusive¬ 
ness  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hungary,  and 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  to  recommend  its  cordial  recog¬ 
nition.  The  recommendation  was  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

A  request  from  the  new  Grand  Lodge  of  Indian  Territory 
for  recognition  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  General  Purposes 
to  report  on  next  year. 

Most  Worshipful  Brother  Israel  W.  Powell  was  re-elected 
Grand  Master,  but  declined. 

Most  Worshipful  Brother  Simeon  Duck,  Victoria,  was  elected 
Grand  Master,  and  Very  Worshipful  Coote  M.  Chambers, 
Victoria,  was  appointed  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  8  Lodges.  275  members.  Decrease  7. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

The  Grand  Lodge  commenced  its  25th  Annual  Communi¬ 
cation  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  San  Francisco,  on  Tuesday, 
October  13,  1874,  the  Most  Worshipful  Isaac  Sutvene  Titus, 
Grand  Master,  Presiding,  and  the  representatives  of  164 
chartered  Lodges,  and  of  6  under  dispensation,  being  present. 

The  Grand  Master’s  Address  is  long  and  able.  The  Com¬ 
munication  being  the  twenty-fifth  since  the  formation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge — elegantly  called  by  the  Grand  Master  “  the 
Silver  Wedding  of  the  Craftsmen  of  the  Occident,” — he  ap¬ 
propriates  much  space  to  the  history  of  Masonry  in  California. 
Contrasting  the  small  beginning  in  April,  1850,  several  months 
before  the  State  of  California  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  with 
the  magnificent  organization  over  which  in  1874,  he  was  pre¬ 
siding — he  says : 

“As  before  referred  to,  this  Grand  Body  was  constituted  by 
three  chartered  Lodges.  The  number  of  Lodges  has  in¬ 
creased,  as  shown  on  our  register  for  the  present  year,  in  the 
aggregate,  to  two  hundred  and  thirty  chartered  Lodges,  with 
seven  working  under  dispensation.  Of  this  number,  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-one  of  the  chartered  Lodges  remain  in  active 
labor.  Thirty-nine  have  dissevered  their  connection  in  various 
ways,  twenty-six  having  surrendered  their  charters,  most  of 
them,  fromthefactof  their  being  located  in  the  unstable  towns  of 
the  mining  localities  having  an  ephemeral  existence,  owing  to 
their  prosperity  depending  on  the  mines  of  the  several  districts, 
which,  when  worked  out,  were  abandoned  by  the  entire  pop¬ 
ulation.  I  have  known  many  of  them,  with  hundreds  of 
vigorous,  hardy  miners  congregated  around  the  ‘  diggings,’ 
where  now,  not  a  trace  of  the  villages  can  be  found.  By  refer¬ 
ence  to  our  published  proceedings,  you  will  find  that  many 
of  the  Lodges  so  unfortunately  located  were,  in  their  day  of 
power,  among  our  most  prosperous  Lodges — performing  all 
their  functional  duties,  defraying  their  full  quota  of  expense, 
erecting  fine  halls,  and  dispensing  charity  with  a  liberal  hand 
wherever  and  whenever  required.  Two  of  the  Lodges,  being 
located  in  Oregon,  retired  from  this  jurisdiction  on  the  fifteenth 


September,  A.L.  5851,  at  which  time  the  Grand  Lodge  of  said 
State  was  established.  Eight  Lodges  in  the  State  of  Nevada, 
holding  charters  from  this  Grand  Lodge,  terminated  their  ex¬ 
istence  with  this  jurisdiction  by  assembling  their  delegates  in 
convention  on  the  sixteenth  of  January,  A.L.  5865,  and  organ¬ 
izing  a  Grand  Lodge  for  that  State.  Three  charters  of  Lodges 
have  been  revoked  at  different  periods  by  my  predecessors, 
for  just  causes,  and  their  action  in  the  premises  has  been  duly 
sustained  by  this  Grand  Lodge.  Our  relative  numbers  in 
Lodges  and  membership,  are  shown  by  comparison  of  the 
respective  years  of  1850  and  1874.  At  the  close  of  the  Semi- 
Annual  Communication,  held  November  twenty-eighth,  1850, 
we  had  on  the  roster  eleven  Lodges,  with  a  roll  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  members.  We  now  have  one  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  about  eleven 
thousand.” 

Many  pages  are  devoted  to  this  interesting  history,  all  of 
which  we  would  gladly  transfer  to  our  review,  if  space  per¬ 
mitted. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  only  such  of  his  decisions  as 
he  deemed  of  importance  ;  those  for  which  he  could  find  no 
precedent  either  in  the  Grand  Lodge  proceedings,  or  in  any 
other  Masonic  work  at  his  command.  We  quote  several : 

“  At  the  annual  election  of  a  Lodge,  the  Master  was  re¬ 
elected.  A  Past  Master  of  the  Lodge  officiating  stated  that, 
as  the  brother  elect  was  absent  from  home,  he  could  not  be 
installed,  and  he  would  favor  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote, 
which  was  done,  and  another  brother  elected  as  Master.  They 
desired  to  know  if  the  proceedings  were  proper.  I  answered  : 

‘  The  Master  elect,  having  been  duly  re-elected,  no  recon¬ 
sideration  was  in  order,  the  first  election  holding  good,  with¬ 
out  the  brother  peremptorily  declines ;  if  so,  a  dispensation 
will  be  necessary  for  another  election.  It  is  not  essential  to 
install  immediately.’ 

“  I  have  been  asked  ‘If  a  brother  cannot  be  put  on  trial 
twice  for  the  same  offense?  ’  answering,  ‘Our  Grand  Lodge  has 
decided  that  a  person  acquitted  on  one  trial  is  no  bar  to  a 
second  trial  for  the  same  offense.’ 

“  I  have  been  requested  by  one  of  the  Inspectors  to  give 
him  my  views  as  to  the  proper  use  of  the  gavel,  and  informed 
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him  ‘that  it  is  proper  and  requisite  that  a  Worshipful  Master 
carry  his  gavel  at  funerals  and  general  public  occasions,  as  his 
Lodge  is  under  his  full  executive  control.  Being  at  refresh¬ 
ment,  the  Marshal  is  acting  subordinate  to  the  direction  of  the 
Master,  and  the  brethren  must  implicitly  obey  the  gavel  on 
such  occasions,  thereby  enabling  the  decorum  and  propriety 
of  their  actions  to  be  fraternally  preserved.  The  brethren  are 
always  expected  to  comply  with  and  obey  the  sound  of  the 
gavel  until  their  return  to  the  Lodge,  and  the  same  is  regu¬ 
larly  closed.  The  gavel  in  the  Master’s  hand,  should  always 
be  obeyed  in  the  Lodge,  whether  in  the  East,  before  the  altar, 
or  any  other  station.’ 

“  Also,  ‘  if  a  member  of  another  Lodge,  in  good  standing, 
can  assure  the  Master  that  the  person  elected  to  receive  the 
degrees  in  his  Lodge  is  unworthy  or  in  any  way  disqualified, 
it  is  his  (the  Master’s)  imperative  duty  to  refrain  from  initiat¬ 
ing  the  person  until  satisfied,  by  proper  investigation,  of  his 
status .’ 

“  An  initiate,  being  unable  to  read  and  write,  must  learn  to 
do  so  before  advancing.” 

Dispensations  for  6  new  Lodges  were  granted  during  the 
year. 

We  note  in  the  Grand  Secretary’s  annual  report,  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Past  Master  Brother  Chauncey  S.  Russell  as 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  near  our 
Grand  Lodge. 

A  massive  breakfast  service  of  silver,  consisting  of  seven 
pieces  and  appropriately  inscribed,  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
Most  Worshipful  Leonidas  E.  Pratt,  Past  Grand  Master,  “in 
grateful  recollection  of  four  years  of  zealous,  honorable  and 
most  useful  service  as  Grand  Master.”  Brother  Pratt  occu¬ 
pied  that  exalted  station  with  great  credit  and  success  from 
1869  to  1873,  inclusive. 

The  Masonic  Board  of  Relief  of  the  City  of  San  Francisco 
presented  their  annual  report,  showing  a  distribution  of 
$5,498.35,  among  80  applicants,  being  sick  or  needy  breth¬ 
ren,  or  the  wives,  widows  or  children  of  brethren,  an  average 
of  nearly  $70  in  each  case.  Two  applicants  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  received  $137.50.  This  is  princely  charity,  and  it  is  due 
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to  the  Craft  in  San  Francisco  to  add,  that  most  of  the  money 
thus  expended  comes  from  assessments  upon  the  fifteen  Lodges 
in  that  city. 

An  excellent  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was  sub¬ 
mitted  by  Brother  Wm.  A.  January,  Chairman,  who  was  re¬ 
appointed  to  that  laborious  position  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Our  abstract  for  1873,  very  justly  called  a  “  modest  pamphlet,” 
receives  fraternal  notice. 

Referring  to  our  June  Quarterly  Communication,  he  says: 

“  The  only  business  transacted,  of  which  we  have  an  account, 
was  the  reception  and  adoption  of  a  report  from  the  Committee 

on  Appeals,  of  which  the  gist  was  as  follows  :  Mr.  B - was 

elected  to  receive  the  degrees,  and,  when  ‘  prepared  for  the 
first  degree,’  a  brother  objected  to  further  action.  The  Master 
held  that  preparation  was  part  of  the  degree,  and  that  it  would 
be  improper  to  stop  in  the  midst  of  the  ceremony.  So  he  de¬ 
clined  to  do  so,  saying  that  after  the  conferring  of  the  degree 
had  been  completed,  the  objecting  brother  could  prefer 
charges.  The  brother  appealed  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  decided  that  ‘  the  preparing  for  an  act  is  not  a 
part  of  the  act  itself,’  and  all  proceedings  of  the  Lodge  ‘after 
ballot  and  approval  ’  were  null  and  void.  VVe  are  at  a  loss  to 

know  the  status  of  Mr.  B - -.  Does  this  action  of  the  Grand 

Lodge  remand  him  to  the  profane,  or  is  he  an  expelled  Entered 
Apprentice  ?  ” 

Let  Brother  January  “overhaul  his  dictionary  ”  for  the 
words  null  and  void ,  and  “  when  found,  make  a  note  on.” 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  declared  (and  the  Grand  Lodge 
approved)  that  the  initiation  was  a  nullity,  as  if  the  ceremony 
had  never  been  performed.  That  what  had  taken  place 
was  as  utterly  without  effect  as  if  it  had  never  been.  Mr. 

B - consequently,  had  never  been  an  Entered  Apprentice- 

to  be  expelled.  He  was  a  candidate  under  valid  objection, 
and  could  not  enter  until  the  objection  had  been  removed. 

Most  Worshipful  George  Clement  Perkins,  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  of  Oroville,  was  elected  Grand  Master.  Very  Wor¬ 
shipful  Alexander  G.  Abell,  Grand  Secretary,  was  re-elected. 

There  are  198  Lodges.  10,965  Master  Masons.  A  proba¬ 
ble  increase. 
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CANADA. 

Among  the  numerous  “  Proceedings”  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at 
Special  Communications  for  various  purposes,  which  are  pre¬ 
fixed  to  the  volume  for  1875,  before  us,  are  two  of  sad  import  ; 
one  of  them  detailing  the  action  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  on 
the  occasion  of  the  death  and  burial  of  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Master,  Wm.  Mercer  Wilson,  who,  after  a  brief  illness, 
departed  this  life  on  the  16th  of  January,  1875,  aged  61  years  ; 
and  the  other  the  Special  Communication  convened  to  pay  the 
last  sad  offices  of  respect  to  the  remains  of  the  Right  Worship¬ 
ful  Grand  Secretary,  Thomas  Bird  Harris,  who  died  August 
1 8th,  1874,  aged  56  years. 

It  is  indeed  a  bereavement  which  demands  all  our  sympa¬ 
thy,  when  a  Grand  Lodge,  within  the  short  space  of  five 
months,  loses  both  its  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary  by 
death.  The  circumstances  of  this  case  were  peculiarly  distres¬ 
sing,  for  Brother  Wilson  was  the  first  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  Harris,  the  first  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Canada,  both  having  been  chosen  to  their  respective  stations 
at  the  first  Communication  of  that  Grand  Lodge,  after  its  or¬ 
ganization,  both  of  them  being  endeared  to  the  Brethren  by 
grateful  recollection  of  long,  faithful,  and  effective  service. 
They  were  both  followed  to  the  grave  by  a  long  procession  of 
mourning  Brethren,  and  interred  with  Masonic  honors  by  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

At  the  Annual  Communication  the  acting  Grand  Master  re¬ 
ferred  in  feeling  terms  to  the  loss  they  had  sustained. 

Of  the  late  Grand  Master  he  said : 

“  In  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Wilson  were  embodied  those 
attributes  symbolized  by  the  three  famous  pillars  of  the  ancient 
temple.  His  Masonic  wisdom  was  great.  The  strength  of  his 
decisions  was  conceded  by  all,  and  the  beauty  of  his  Masonic 
and  Christian  walk  won  the  admiration  of  his  Brethren.  His 
exertions  were  largely  crowned  with  success,  and  his  untiring 
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efforts  were  admired  and  appreciated  by  his  Brethren,  who 
continued  to  shower  upon  him  the  highest  honors  that  they 
could  bestow  ;  and  whilst  the  records  of  our  Grand  Lodge 
abound  with  the  works  of  his  hands,  they  also  bear  testimony 
to  the  estimation  in  which  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Wilson 
was  always  held  by  his  Brethren.  Full  of  Masonic  honors,  he 
left  this  earthly  scene. 

“In  the  world  at  large  he  played  an  important  part,  and  dis¬ 
charged  his  duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  entitle  him  to  the 
respect  of  all. 

“In  official  life  he  was  affable  and  courteous — at  the  bar  he 
was  an  able  advocate  and  a  generous  adversary.  In  the  mu¬ 
nicipal  and  county  councils  he  was  a  thoughtful  and  prudent 
member,  a  dignified  and  judicious  warden.  In  the  military  ser¬ 
vice  he  was  a  brave  soldier,  a  considerate  commander.  On  the 
bench,  an  upright  judge,  and  a  sound  lawyer.  As  a  neighbor 
and  friend,  he  was  noble,  generous  and  hospitable.  As  a  hus¬ 
band  and  father,  he  was  kind  and  affectionate.  As  a  good  citi¬ 
zen,  none  stood  higher.  He  was  honored  as  a  man  and  almost 
idolized  as  a  Mason — for  he  possessed  all  those  qualities  which 
distinguish  the  good  and  true  Brother,  and  which  have  indeli¬ 
bly  impressed  his  name  upon  the  tablet  of  our  hearts. 

“  It  was  by  a  strange  and  mournful  coincidence  that  our  first 
Grand  Master  and  our  first  Grand  Secretary  were  both  taken 
from  us  within  a  few  short  months  during  the  same  Masonic 
year. 

“  They  had  been  for  many  years  laboring  side  by  side  in  the 
same  Masonic  vineyard.  In  life  their  names  and  works  were 
linked  together  for  good,  and  now  they  have  gone  almost  to¬ 
gether  to  the  Grand  Lodge  above.” 

And  of  Brother  Harris,  he  said  : 

“  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  establishing  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  it  was  his  great  privilege  as  well  as  his  just  pride 
that  he  had  done  more  than  any  other  one  to  contribute  to  its 
present  prosperous  and  truly  honorable  position.  At  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  Delegates  assembled  at  Hamilton,  in  1855,  prior  to 
the  formation  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  Brother  Harris  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Secretary,  and  at  the  following  Convention  when  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  formed,  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Grand 
Secretary,  which  position  he  continued  to  hold  with  but  a 
brief  interruption  down  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  on  Tuesday,  the  1 8th  day  of  August  last,  at  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Hamilton.  He  died  peacefully,  after  a  brief  illness, 
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borne  alike  with  fortitude  and  resignation.  *  *  *  *  The 

high  position  to  which  his  Brethren  elevated  him,  and  his  con¬ 
tinued  re-election  to  the  same,  attest  their  appreciation  of  the 
many  virtues  and  Masonic  abilities  of  this  excellent  man.  A 
good  and  true  Mason,  moral  in  his  deportment,  kind  nnd  cour¬ 
teous  in  his  demeanor,  benevolent  in  his  disposition,  never 
weary  in  well-doing.  As  a  member  of  the  community  in  which 
he  resided  he  stood  in  public  esteem,  and  was  respected  by  all 
who  came  in  contact  with  him.  As  a  neighbor  he  earned  the 
regard  of  those  who  knew  him,  and  as  a  husband  and  father 
he  excelled  in  all  those  noble  qualities,  and  possessed  in  a 
large  degree  those  tender  affections  and  endearing  character¬ 
istics  that  make  home  happy. 

“  None  knew  him  but  to  love, 

None  named  him  but  to  praise.” 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Communication  was  held  in  the 
City  Hall,  London,  commencing  July  14th,  1875,  Right  Wor¬ 
shipful  James  K.  Kerr,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Acting  Grand 
Master,  presiding.  242  chartered  Lodges,  and  12  Lodges 
(U.  D.)  being  represented. 

The  Acting  Grand  Master  delivered  an  eloquent  and  im¬ 
pressive  address,  which  was  naturally  to  a  large  extent  taken 
up  with  notices  and  memorials  of  the  recently  deceased  Grand 
Master  and  Grand  Secretary.  Of  these  we  have  made  extracts 
above. 

He  also  announced  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Manitoba  (previously  one  of  the  Districts  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  Canada)  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  subordinate 
Lodges  in  the  District. 

The  same  announcement  also  appears  in  the  report  of  the 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  Manitoba  District,  who  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  printed  Report  of  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Convention.  He  recommended  that  the  newly- 
formed  Grand  Lodge  be  recognized. 

On  this  recommendation  a  special  Committee  reported  fa¬ 
vorably,  advising  “that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  do  accord 
to  the  new  Grand  Lodge  the  rights  asked  for,  and  extend  to 
them  due  recognition,”  which  report  was  concurred  in  and 
adopted. 
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Elsewhere  in  this  report  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  a 
resolution  to  the  same  effect. 

The  Acting  Grand  Master  also  recommended  the  recognition 
of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Hungary,  and  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Wyoming  and  Prince  Edwards’  Island,  on  which  the  Board  of 
General  Purposes  reported  as  follows  : 

“  When  the  documents  necessary  for  the  recognition  of  the 
Grand  Orient  of  Hungary,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wyoming, 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Prince  Edwards’  Island  are  received, 
this  Board  will  cheerfully  support  the  recommendation  of  the 
Acting  Grand  Master.” 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  Missouri,  Illinois,  Virginia'and  Pennsylvania, 
for  donations  of  volumes  of  Proceedings,  &c.  for  their  library. 

The  invested  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  amount 
to  $52,816.84. 

Brother  Henry  Robertson,  Chairman,  presented  an  excel¬ 
lent  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

Most  Worshipful  James  K.  Kerr,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  of 
Toronto,  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Right  Worshipful 
J.  J.  Mason,  of  Hamilton,  was  elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  288  Lodges,  15,934  members.  Increase,  1,404. 


COLORADO. 

The  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable  Fraternity  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  of  Colorado,  met  in  Annual  Communica¬ 
tion  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  Denver,  on  September  29th,  1874,  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Webster  D.  Anthony,  pre¬ 
siding,  and  18  chartered  Lodges  being  represented. 

The  printed  pamphlet  of  “  Proceedings”  provoke  remark, 
for  the  great  beauty  of  the  arrangement,  and  the  good  taste 
and  excellence  of  the  typographical  work.  The  result  is  a 
volume  most  pleasant  to  read. 
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The  Grand  Master’s  Address  contains  little  more  than  a  re¬ 
port  of  his  official  acts  and  decisions  during  the  year.  He  de¬ 
cided  that  an  F.  C.(  who  had  lost  the  index  finger  of  his  right 
hand  could  lawfully  be  advanced,  and  that  a  person  who  had 
lost  one  eye  could  not  be  received,  and  his  petition  should  not 
be  presented. 

We  find  the  following  in  the  Address  under  the  head  of 
“  Miscellaneous  Petitions”  : 

“  On  the  1 6th  of  March  I  received  a  letter  from  Weston 
Lodge,  at  Littleton,  requesting  me  to  lay  the  corner-stone  of 
the  Reformed  Episcopal  Church  at  that  place,  and  designating 
Sunday,  March  22d,  at  three  o’clock  p.  M.,  as  the  time.  To 
this  request  I  replied  that  it  would  be  wholly  inconsistent  with 
our  Order  to  perform  the  work  at  the  time  specified.  By  reso¬ 
lution  of  our  Grand  Lodge  of  1863  it  is  made  ‘unlawful  for 
the  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  to  hold  communications  on  the 
Sabbath  day,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  except  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  a  Brother.”  That  if  it  was  unlawful  for  Subordinate 
Lodges  to  meet  for  symbolical  work  on  the  Sabbath,  clearly  it 
wojdd  be  for  our  Grand  Lodge  to  assemble  for  operative  labor 
of  this  kind.  Our  Great  Light  teaches  us  ‘  to  remember  the 
Sabbath  day  and  keep  it  Holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou  labor, and 
do  all  thy  work.’  For  these  reasons  I  refused  the  request.” 

We  find  that  the  Craft  in  the  various  jurisdictions  are  not 
agreed  on  this  point.  The  question  has  been  otherwise  decided 
elsewhere.  We  think  the  Grand  Master  was  right.  Nearly 
all  the  States  have  laws  forbidding  any  “worldly  employment” 
on  Sunday,  and  Freemasons  are  taught  by  the  ancient  charges 
to  obey  the  laws  of  the  land. 

Brother  H.  P.  H.  Bromwell,  the  Grand  Orator,  delivered  a 
learned  and  very  eloquent  oration  on  the  antiquity  and  sym¬ 
bolism  of  Freemasonry.  We  quote  one  short  passage  (there 
are  others,  equally  worthy  of  remark,)  which  strikes  us  as 
giving  a  new  meaning  to  the  name  “  John”  : 

“  As  among  the  Romans,  the  god  Janus  (Yahnus)  presided 
over  the  seasons,  and  opened  and  closed  the  gates  of  the  year, 
(from  which  we  derive  the  word  janitor)  so  in  our  institution 
the  two  Saints  John,  (Johanus,  Yohanus  or  Yahnus)  preside 
over  the  gates  of  the  year — the  summer  and  winter  solstices.” 
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The  commonly  received  derivation  of  the  name  Janus,  is 
that  it  is  a  corruption  of  Dianus,  derived  from  dies,  a  day  ;  the 
feminine  being  Diana.  These  were  two  nods  of  ancient  Rome, 
originally  personifications  of  the  sun  and  moon.  Janus  was, 
according  to  Roman  mythology,  the  first  king  of  Italy,  the 
son  of  Apollo  and  Creusa,  who  after  death  was  ranked  among 
the  gods.  Naturally,  he  was  the  god  who  presided  over  the 
beginning  of  all  things;  hence,  janna,  a  gate  or  door,  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  house,  from  which  comes  janitor,  a  doorkeeper. 
The  name  John  is,  we  believe,  of  Hebrew  origin,  and  means 
“  the  grace  or  gift  of  the  Lord.”  In  the  form  of  Johanan  it 
occurs  quite  frequently  in  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures.  St. 
John  the  Baptist  was  able  to  trace  his  descent,  through  both 
parents,  directly  from  Aaron  (the  brother  of  Moses)  the  first 
High  Priest  of  the  Hebrews,  but  he  (St.  John)  was  born  more 
than  700  years  after  Romulus  had  built  a  temple  for  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  Janus  as  a  god. 

A  long  and  interesting  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
was  submitted  by  Brother  E.  C.  Parmalee,  Grand  Secretary, 
who  was  also  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
including  a  most  valuable  Digest  of  Decisions  on  Masonic 
Jurisprudence,  compiled  from  the  Proceedings  of  all  the 
American  Grand  Lodges  during  the  year.  We  notice  that  in 
this  Digest  he  gives,  in  more  than  one  place,  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence  of  Connecticut.  As  a  general 
rule,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  Grand  Lodge  is  to  be  held  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  opinions  expressed  in  such  a  report.  It  rarely 
happens  in  any  jurisdiction,  certainly  not  in  ours,  that  the 
whole  report  of  that  Committee  is  read  and  minutely  con¬ 
sidered  in  Grand  Lodge.  The  opinions  expressed  in  the  report 
are,  generally  speaking,  those  of  one  man,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee,  on  whom  the  duty  of  preparing  the  report, 
usually  devolves,  and  while  they  are  often,  we  may  say,  the 
carefully  considered  judgments  of  an  experienced  Brother 
(present  company  excepted)  they  cannot  be  received  as  au¬ 
thoritative  dicta  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  its  collective  wis¬ 
dom,  and  therefore  hardly  to  be  ranked  with  the  decisions  of 
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Grand  Masters  and  of  Committees  on  Appeals  or  Masonic 
Jurisprudence,  which  have  passed  a  test  vote  in  Grand  Lodge. 
The  same  rule  as  to  the  binding  effect  of  the  Report  on  Cor¬ 
respondence  was  expressed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado 
in  a  resolution  adopted  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  be  published  in  the  printed  Proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  but  that  the  Grand  Lodge  will  not  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  conclusions  of  the  Committee  on  Questions 
of  Masonic  Law.” 

In  the  Report  of  Brother  Parmalee,  Pennsylvania  is  very 
pleasantly  noticed. 

Most  Worshipful  Webster  D.  Anthony,  of  Denver,  Grand 
Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  Ed.  C.  Parmalee,  of  George¬ 
town,  Grand  Secretary,  were  both  re-elected. 

There  are  22  Lodges  (4  of  which  are  U.  D.)  with  1317 
Master  Masons.  Increase  during  the  year,  204. 


CONNECTICUT. 

The  Grand  Lodge  met  in  its  Eighty-seventh  Annual  Com¬ 
munication  at  Masonic  Hall,  New  Haven,  beginning  January 
20th,  1875.  Most  Worshipful  William  Wallace  Lee,  Grand 
Master,  in  the  Chair,  and  109  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master’s  Address  was  long  and  able,  up  to  the 
high  standard  established  by  his  predecessors,  and  in  it  many 
questions  of  interest  are  discussed.  One  case  which  gave  rise 
to  a  decision  and  a  subsequent  resolution  of  Grand  Lodge 
came  from  Pennsylvania.  An  E.  A.  who  held  a  dimit  from 
McCandless  Lodge,  No.  390,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  ap¬ 
plied  to  be  received  and  advanced  in  Harmony  Lodge,  New 
Britain,  Connecticut.  A  question  was  raised  in  the  Lodge 
whether  an  E.  A.  can  receive  a  dimit  ?  The  Worshipful 
Master  referred  it  to  the  Grand  Master,  who  answered  “  yes,” 
7 
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and  gave  Grand  Lodge  the  following  excellent  reasons  for  his 
opinion : 

“  A  glance  at  our  earlier  history  in  ‘  Storr’s  Ancient  Records’ 
shows  that  in  the  earlier  days  the  business  of  the  Lodges  was 
transacted  in  the  E.  A.  Degree,  and  the  Lodges  were  opened 
in  the  higher  degrees  for  work  only. 

“Entered  Apprentices  participated  in  the  deliberations, 
shared  in  the  debates,  proposed  candidates,  and  I  can  find  no 
restriction  of  their  rights,  or  any  legislation  tending  thereto, 
until  in  1823,  when  a  by-law  was  adopted  by  this  Grand  Lodge, 
restricting  the  right  to  propose  candidates  to  Master  Masons 
only.  Again,  the  charge  of  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree, 
‘  If  in  the  circle  of  your  acquaintance  you  find  a  person  de¬ 
sirous  of  being  initiated  into  Masonry,  be  particularly  atten¬ 
tive  not  to  recommend  him  unless  you  are  satisfied  that  he 
will  conform  to  our  rules,’  shows  that  such  was  the  custom; 
and  again  we  say  to  the  candidate,  ‘  You  have  been  elected  by 
the  members  of  this  Lodge  upon  your  own  voluntary  petition 
to  become  associated  with  us  in  this  great  and  good  work;’ 
and  further,  all  the  old  Monitors  I  have  ever  seen,  provide  a 
place  for  them  in  all  processions.  I  am  well  aware  that  of  late 
years  it  has  become  somewhat  the  custom  to  ignore  them 
altogether,  but  I  am  of  the  opinion  they  have  some  rights 
which  are  entitled  to  respect.  Rights  cannot  be  taken  away 
by  inference ;  it  must  be  done  by  positive  law,  if  done  at  all. 
It  is  the  fact  of  election  and  initiation  which  makes  one  a 
member,  not  the  signing  of  the  by-laws,  which  is  a  formality 
(although  it  should  be  observed),  and  was  so  decided  by 
Grand  Master  Lockwood,  as  found  on  page  12,  proceedings 
of  1874.  If  an  Entered  Apprentice  is  bound  to  the  Lodge,  the 
Lodge  is,  of  course,  bound  to  him,  for  rights  and  duties  are 
reciprocal. 

“  Dimit  is  defined  in  Webster’s  Dictionary,  ‘  to  permit  to 
go;’  if  a  Lodge  can  hold  an  Entered  Apprentice  it  can  permit 
him  to  go,  which  is  to  dimit.  By  special  law,  all  the  business 
of  our  Lodges  is  required  to  be  transacted  in  the  Master 
Mason’s  Degree,  and  this  is  why  an  Entered  Apprentice  can¬ 
not  participate — not  because  he  is  not  a  member.  Whether  I 
have  stated  the  law  correctly  or  not,  one  thing  is  evident ; 
Masonic  comity  and  good  faith,  to  say  nothing  of  common 
civility,  demand  of  us,  that  where  such  a  law  does  prevail  in 
other  jurisdictions,  and  they  give  dimits  to  Entered  Appren¬ 
tices,  we  should  recognize  them,  and  treat  the  holders  thereof 
as  dimitted  Masons.” 
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The  Grand  Master  then  proceeds  to  quote  the  decision  of 
Past  Grand  Master  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  which  appears  in  our 
abstract  of  1872,  p.  23,  and  which  we  endeavored  to  vindicate 
in  our  Report  on  Correspondence  last  year,  (See  Abstract  for 
1874,  pp.  95,  102,  &c.,)  to  the  effect  that  an  E.  A.  may  resign 
from  the  Lodge  in  which  he  was  entered,  and  upon  election 
to  membership  in  another  Lodge,  may  there  lawfully  receive 
advancement. 

It  seems  clear,  so  far  as  our  investigation  of  the  subject  has 
gone,  that  on  the  history  of  this  question  Grand  Master  Lee 
is  right.  In  the  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England 
compiled  by  Grand  Master  George  Payne,  in  1720,  which 
form  part  of  Anderson’s  Constitutions  of  Lreemasonry,  it  is 
provided  that  Apprentices  are  to  have  a  part  in  any  alteration 
of  the  regulations.  We  quote  : 

“  XXXIX.  Every  Annual  Grand  Lodge  has  an  inherent 
power  and  authority  to  make  new  regulations,  or  to  alter  these, 
for  the  real  benefit  of  this  Ancient  Fraternity.  Provided ,  always 
that  the  old  landmarks  be  carefully  preserved,  and  that  such 
alterations  and  new  regulations  be  proposed  and  agreed  to  at 
the  Third  Quarterly  Communication  preceding  the  Annual 
Grand  Feast,  and  that  they  be  offered  also  to  the  perusal  of 
all  the  Brethren  before  dinner,  in  writing,  even  of  the  youngest 
Apprentice ;  the  approbation  and  consent  of  the  majority  of  all 
the  Brethren  present  being  absolutely  necessary  to  make  the 
same  binding  and  obligatory,  &c.” 

The  same  high  authority  informs  us  (in  the  Charges  of  a 
Freemason)  that  “no  Brother  can  be  a  Warden  until  he  has 
passed  the  part  of  a  Fellow  Craft,”  and  the  custom  was  that 
the  Wardens  of  a  Lodge  should  be  of  that  degree. 

Who  now  would  think  it  necessary  to  submit  to  an  E.  A.  a 
question  of  altering  Grand  Lodge  Regulations,  or  of  electing 
a  F.  C.,  Warden  of  his  Lodge.  But  do  not  let  us  take  away  all 
their  rights,  or  if  we  do,  let  us  be  able  to  show  some  authority 
for  it.  As  Grand  Master  Lee  justly  remarks  :  “  Rights  cannot 
be  taken  away  by  inference  ;  it  must  be  done  by  positive  law  if 
done  at  all.” 
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Another  and  entirely  different  question  arose  out  of  the 
Grand  Master’s  action  in  the  same  case,  which  we  give  in  his 
own  words : 

“  My  decision  was  overruled  by  a  member  of  the  Lodge, 
who,  as  I  am  informed,  said  the  Grand  Master  had  no  busi¬ 
ness  to  make  such  a  decision,  and  saying  further,  that  there 
were  Masons  in  Harmony  Lodge  who  could  teach  the  Grand 
Master  his  business,  and  something  about  Masonic  law. 

“The  dimit  was  rejected,  and  again  presented,  and  again 
rejected.  *  *  *  I  had  always  supposed  that,  in  the  in¬ 

terim  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Master  decided  what 
was  law,  and  this  is  the  only  instance  where  my  decision  has 
not  been  respected,  although  I  had  given  a  similar  decision 
and  instruction  in  three  other  cases.  The  situation  of  the 
dimitting  Brother  was  truly  unfortunate.  *  *  *  A  man 

of  confessedly  superior  mental  and  moral  attainments,  with  a 
high  appreciation  of  the  genius  and  spirit  of  Masonry,  he 
brought  the  highest  testimonials  from  his  Lodge,  courting 
the  strictest  investigation,  no  word  whispered  against  his  good 
name,  and  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  my  duty  to  relieve  the 
Brother  from  his  unenviable  position.  I  am  not  despotic  by 
nature  or  training,  and  when  a  civil  officer,  as  I  was  for  some 
years,  always  shrank  from  the  use  of  arbitrary  power.  After 
consulting  with  several  Brethren,  whose  good  judgment  I  re¬ 
spect,  and  who  know  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  law  of  Masonry, 
I  determined  to  use  the  Grand  Master’s  orerogative  and  con- 
fer  upon  him  the  remaining  degrees.  Accordingly,  on  the 
second  day  of  January,  1875  (the  matter  having  been  pending 
some  two  months  or  more),  I  went  to  New  Britain,  summoned 
an  emergent  Lodge,  passed  him  to  the  Degree  of  Fellow 
Craft,  and  raised  him  to  the  sublime  Degree  of  Master  Mason 
in  ample  form,  and  gave  him  a  certificate  with  the  Grand 
Master’s  seal  attached,  that  Brother  Foster  F.  Gunnison  was 
a  non-affiliated  Master  Mason,  in  good  standing,  and  at  liberty 
to  affiliate  with  any  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  that  would  re¬ 
ceive  him.  A  large  number  were  present- — some  seventy  or 
more — and  I  was  assured  by  the  Worshipful  Master,  and  many 
others,  that  my  action  was  approved  by  almost  every  member 
of  the  Lodge.  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  mention  that  the  Brother 
who  had  objected  to  the  dimitting  Brother  was  present,  and 
asked  if  he  could  call  for  a  ballot.  I  informed  him  that  he 
could  call  for  a  ballot  at  any  time  in  his  own  Lodge,  but  not 
in  an  emergent  Lodge,  called  by  the  Grand  Master.  The 
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Minutes  of  the  emergent  Lodge  were  fully  and  carefully  writ¬ 
ten  out,  and  are  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Grand  Secretary.” 

The  decision  that  an  E.  A.  can  dimit  was  received  and  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  subsequent  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  con¬ 
ferring  the  degrees  on  a  rejected  candidate,  was  disapproved 
by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  who  recommended  the 
following  resolution  which  was  adopted  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  an  exercise  of  the  Grand  Master’s  preroga¬ 
tive  in  such  cases  is  not  in  harmony  with  Masonic  law  and 
jurisprudence,  and  that  such  a  precedent  should  not  be  sanc¬ 
tioned  by  this  Grand  Lodge.” 

There  was  no  Report  on  Correspondence,  because,  owing  to 
the  change  in  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitution,  which  brought 
this  Communication  within  eight  months  of  the  last  one,  there 
had  been  received  the  Proceedings  of  only  18  Grand  Lodges, 
and  it  was  not  thought  worth  while  to  present  a  partial  and 
incomplete  review. 

Most  Worshipful  William  Wallace  Lee,  of  West  Meri¬ 
den,  Grand  Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  Joseph  K.  Whee¬ 
ler,  of  Hartford,  Grand  Secretary,  were  both  re-elected. 

There  are  109  Lodges,  14,876  members.  Decrease,  67. 


DELAWARE. 

The  Sixty-eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  at  Masonic  Hall,  Wilmington,  October  7th 
and  8th,  1874.  Most  Worshipful  John  P.  Allmond,  Grand 
Master,  being  present,  and  representatives  from  20  Lodges. 

From  the  Grand  Master’s  Address,  we  quote  the  following 
decisions  made  by  him  during  the  year: 

“  When  a  Brother  is  suspended  (or  dropped)  for  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  dues,  payment  of  the  same  reinstates  without  a  vote 
of  the  Lodge. 

“A  candidate  being  a  resident  of  this  State,  and  having 
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changed  his  residence  from  one  part  of  the  county  to  another, 
and  signified  his  intention  of  being  permanently  located  there, 
the  Lodge  nearest  him  is  the  only  one  that  can  legally  enter¬ 
tain  his  petition. 

“  Declaring  a  Lodge  ‘at’ease  instead  c4"  calling  off,’  is  not 
unmasonic. 

“  In  opening  and  closing  a  Lodge,  it  should  be  done  through 
the  Senior  Warden  to  the  Junior  Warden,  and  he  to  the  Craft. 

“  It  is  ‘  unmasonic’  to  raise  more  than  one  candidate  at  one 
and  the  same  time. 

“  A  summons  without  the  Master’s  signature  and  Seal  of  the 
Lodge  attached  is  not  legal. 

“  A  Lodge  cannot  legally  expel  a  member  without  trial. 

“  A  Brother  having  applied  for  a  Limit,  and  the  same 
granted  by  the  Lodge,  he  ceases  to  be  a  member  of  said  Lodge 
as  soon  as  the  vote  is  announced  and  recorded,  and  he  is  en¬ 
titled  to  the  evidence  of  the  same  in  the  shape  of  a  certificate 
from  the  officers  of  his  Lodge,  under  Seal.” 

Besides  the  Annual  Report  on  Correspondence  (which  we 
mention  presently)  Brother  George  W.  Chaytor,  the  Chair¬ 
man,  presented  several  short  reports,  all  of  which  were  adopted; 
one  recommending  the  prohibition  of  all  intercourse  with  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France,  and  others  recognizing  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Utah  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec.  In  the  Re¬ 
port  on  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  the  American  doctrine 
of  territorial  jurisdiction  is  stated  in  this  form  : 

“  It  has  ever  been  acknowledged  that  each  Grand  Body  zvas 
a  sovereign  power  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  State  or  Ter¬ 
ritory  in  which  it  is  located,  and  that  it  should  therein  exercise 
exclusive  judicial  authority  over  every  legal  body  of  Masons, 
working  the  Symbolic  Degrees .” 

Brother  George  W.  Chaytor,  M.  D.,  Chairman,  also  sub¬ 
mitted  the  regular  Report  on  Correspondence,  containing  a 
well  considered  review  of  52  Grand  Lodges,  Pennsylvania 
among  them.  We  note  with  gratification  the  re-appointment 
of  Brother  Chavtor  for  the  ensuing  year.  Most  Worshipful 
John  P.  Allmond,  of  Wilmington,  Grand  Master,  and  Right 
Worshipful  William  S.  Hayes,  of  Wilmington,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  were  both  re-elected. 

There  are  20  Lodges,  1185  members.  Increase,  73. 
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DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  Pamphlet  for  1874  (the  Sixty-fourth  Annual  Report), 
contains'  the  Proceedings  of  several  Communications  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  viz  : 

A  Special  Communication,  February  26th,  1874,  was  held 
to  dedicate  a  hall. 

The  Semi-annual  Communication  was  held  May  13th,  1874, 
Grand  Master  Charles  F.  Stansbury,  presiding,  18  Lodges 
represented. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Odd  Fellows,  on  the  subject  of  ‘  mixed  funerals,’  reciting  the 
conclusion  reached  by  the  Freemasons  on  that  subject  (2.  e. 
that  non-masonic  organizations  cannot  participate  in  a  Masonic 
funeral),  and  conveying  the  information  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Odd  P'ellows  had  adopted  unanimously  the  following  reso¬ 
lutions  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  on  the  death  of  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  an  Odd  Fellows’  Lodge,  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  his 
Lodge  to  bury  him  with  the  forms  and  ceremonies  peculiar  to 
Odd  Fellowship. 

“  Resolved ,  That  this  right  is  derived  from  the  act  of  the 
Brother  himself  in  becoming  a  member,  and  this  duty  from  the 
imperative  command  of  our  Order  ‘  to  bury  the  dead.’ 

“  Resolved ,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  recognizes  the  fact  that 
other  organizations  may  have  derived  a  similar  right  from  the 
act  of  the  Brother  in  connecting  himself  with  them. 

“  Resolved ,  That  when  the  deceased  was  a  member  of  other 
organizations  as  well  as  of  our  own,  the  Odd  Fellows  of  this 
Jurisdiction  will  concede  to  the  others  and  demand  for  them¬ 
selves  their  due  proportion  of  pall- bearers  and  of  emblems  and 
regalia  on  the  coffin. 

“  Resolved,  That  the  Odd  Fellows  of  this  Jurisdiction  will, 
in  the  burial  of  their  dead,  yield  to  others  and  take  for  them¬ 
selves  precedence  according  to  the  position  attained  by  the  de¬ 
ceased  in  their  own  or  other  organizations.” 

On  motion  of  Brother  A.  G.  Mackey  the  communication  was 
received  by  the  Grand  Lodge  as  information. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  held  November  1  ith,  1874, 
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Grand  Master  Stansbury  presiding,  and  19  Lodges  repre¬ 
sented. 

The  Annual  Address  eloquently  treats  many  subjects  of  in¬ 
terest  and  importance.  The  Grand  Master  refers  in  appropri¬ 
ate  terms  to  the  resignation  of  the  Marquis  of  Ripon  as  Grand 
Master  of  England,  concluding  his  remarks  on  that  subject 
thus : 

“  Nor  do  I  regard  the  mere  fact  of  his  change  of  faith, 
deeply  as  I  regret  it,  as  calling  for  the  expression  of  indigna¬ 
tion  toward  the  Marquis  of  Ripon  as  an  individual.  This 
change  may  have  been  the  natural  revolt  of  an  uneasy  mind 
from  the  opposite  set  of  errors  in  which  he  had  been  bred,  and 
which  had  at  length  become  intolerable.  The  unhappy  victim 
of  a  too  stringent  orthodoxy  may  make  his  escape  by  one  of 
two  roads:  that  of  latitudinarian  rationalism  on  the  one  hand, 
or  a  blind  submission  to  authority  on  the  other;  and  I  can 
sufficiently  enter  into  his  feelings  to  see  how,  to  the  tempest- 
tossed  soul,  the  latter  might  be  the  more  attractive  of  the  two. 

“  I  have  no  apprehension  that  this  event  will  have  any  in¬ 
jurious  effect  upon  our  Fraternity.  It  is  too  firmly  grounded 
in  the  principles  and  needs  of  human  nature  to  be  shaken  by 
the  defection  of  any  one  man,  however  high  his  Masonic  posi¬ 
tion  or  social  rank.  As  between  the  Fraternity  and  the  late 
Grand  Master  of  England,  I  should  regard  the  latter  as  the 
more  proper  object  of  condolence  and  commiseration.” 

The  Grand  Master,  or  his  Deputy,  attended  by  the  Grand 
Officers,  had  visited  every  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction,  inspected 
the  work  and  received  reports  of  its  financial  and  general  con¬ 
dition,  and,  at  nearly  all  of  these  grand  visitations,  specially 
prepared  addresses  were  delivered  by  distinguished  Brethren, 
which  were  afterwards  published  by  the  respective  Lodges. 

“  The  consequence,”  says  the  Grand  Master,  “  is  a  state  of 
general  prosperity  and  efficiency  of  which  we  have  reason  to 
feel  proud.  *  *  *  *  My  warmest  thanks  are  tendered 

to  the  Brethren  who  accepted  the  invitations,  which,  in  the 
name  of  the  Fraternity,  I  extended  to  them  to  deliver  the  ad¬ 
dresses  of  this  course.  The  effect  upon  the  character  of  the 
jurisdiction  cannot  fail  to  be  elevating,  and  in  every  way  salu¬ 
tary.  Brethren  from  other  jurisdictions  who  happened  to  be 
present  at  some  of  the  visitations  have  expressed  their  un- 
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qualified  gratification  at  this  interesting  and  valuable  feature 
of  those  occasions.” 

The  Committee  on  Grand  Lodge  Library  reported  that  they 
had  1328  bound  volumes,  and  about  1,000  volumes  in  pamph¬ 
let  form  (chiefly  proceedings,  &c.) 

Most  Worshipful  Brother  Isaac  L.  Johnson,  Deputy  Grand 
Master  was  elected  Grand  Master.  Right  Worshipful  William 
A.  Yates, -Grand  Secretary  was  re-elected,  and  these,  with  the 
other  Grand  Lodge  Officers  were  installed  at  a  subsequent 
communication  December  28th,  1874,  on  which  occasion  an 
excellent  address  was  made  by  Brother  Johnson. 

A  Stated  Communication  was  held  January  13th,  1875. 
Grand  Master  Johnson  presiding,  and  18  Lodges  represented. 

A  Brother  having  proposed  a  resolution  that  no  dimit  should 
be  granted,  except  on  application  from  the  Lodge  with  which 
the  member  withdrawing  desires  to  affiliate,  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  who  reported  adversely, 
with  some  very  sensible  remarks. 

They  say,  among  other  things  : 

“The  right  of  demission  is  an  inherent  right  incidental  to 
the  voluntary  character  of  the  Masonic  Institution.  Every 
Mason  enters  the  Order  by  his  free  will,  and  if  he  be  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  exercise  the  same  will  in  relation  to  his  continuance 
in  it,  the  Lodge  becomes  to  him  a  prison.  A  member  thus  re¬ 
tained  against  his  will  must  cease  to  be  of  any  value. 

“  There  can,  it  is  true,  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  Masonic  duty 
that  every  Mason  should  belong  to  a  Lodge.  A  Mason,  there¬ 
fore,  who  withdraws  from  his  Lodge,  with  no  intention  to  join 
another,  violates  his  Masonic  duty.  But  for  this  offense  a  pun¬ 
ishment  has  been  prescribed.  He  thus  becomes  an  unaffiliated 
Mason,  and  subject  to  all  the  disabilities  consequent  on  non¬ 
affiliation.  This  is  as  far  as  the  voluntary  nature  of  the  Insti¬ 
tution  permits  us  to  go.” 

This  is  the  only  ground  which,  consistently  with  the 
dignity  and  self-respect  of  our  Fraternity,  we  can  occupy. 
We  cannot  force  a  man  to  be  a  Mason  against  his  will.  We 
can  only  punish  him  for  not  appreciating  the  privilege  he  has 
been  admitted  to  enjoy,  and  in  doing  so,  we  harm  our  own  In- 
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stitutioa  fully  as  much  as  we  do  the  recalcitrant  Brother.  Let 
them  go,  if  they  do  not  like  to  stay. 

Brother  W.  R.  Singleton,  Chairman,  presented  a  massive 
Report  on  Correspondence,  occupying  over  200  pages, 
pretty  closely  printed.  It  is  his  fourth  year  as  Chairman, 
but  with  all  the  facility  his  experience  gives  him,  the  labor  of 
its  compilation  must  have  been  immense.  Everything  in  our 
small  abstract  for  1873,  (the  Brethren  doubtless  remember  how 
it  happened  to  be  so  very  small  a  “  volume,”)  that  is  of  general 
interest,  is  pleasantly  noticed,  and  the  Report  on  Correspon¬ 
dence  reproduced  entire.  We  only  wish  we  could  return  the 
compliment,  and  lay  the  whole  of  Bro.  Singleton’s  review  be¬ 
fore  our  Brethren. 

Brother  Dechert,  in  his  very  brief  Report  on  Correspon¬ 
dence,  remarks  : 

“As  the  several  volumes  can  be  examined  in  our  Masonic 
Library,  we  will  ydeld  the  space  in  our  published  proceedings 
to  matters  of  more  pressing  importance.” 

On  this  Brother  Singleton  says  : 

“  We  have  italicized  a  sentence  for  the  purpose  of  asking  the 
following  question,  viz : 

“  Do  all  of  the  Brethren  in  Pennsylvania  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  reading  those  volumes  placed  in  the  library  in  Phila¬ 
delphia?  Now,  such  a  remark  from  our  Committee  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  might  have  been  proper,  as  all  of  our 
members  can,  with  a  very  little  trouble,  see  those  volumes  in 
our  library.” 

To  be  sure,  Pennsylvania  is  a  trifle  larger  than  the  District 
of  Columbia.  We  had  marked  this  spot  with  intent  to  answer 
the  question,  but  Falstaff’s  rejoinder  will  do: 

“No — Give  you  a  reason  upon  compulsion?  If  reasons 
were  as  plenty  as  blackberries,  I  would  give  no  man  a  reason 
upon  compulsion.” 

Most  Worshipful  Isaac  L.  Johnson,  Grand  Master,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.;  Right  Worshipful  William  A.  Yates,  Grand 
Secretary,  Washington,  D.  C. 

There  are  20  Lodges  ;  2,902  members.  Increase,  279. 
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FLORIDA. 

The  Grand  Lodge  assembled  in  its  Forty-Sixth  Annual 
Grand  Communication  at  Tallahassee,  January  12,  1875. 
Most  Worshipful  Albert  J.  Russell,  Grand  Master,  presid¬ 
ing,  and  thirty-one  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  an  excellent  address.  Speak¬ 
ing  of  the  crowds  of  invalids  who  are  driven  away  Southward 
by  the  rigors  of  a  Northern  winter  to  seek  health  and  safety 
in  that  milder  climate,  he  says  : 

“  In  many,  very  many  instances  where  brethren  from  afar 
off  jurisdictions,  stricken  by  fell  disease,  hearing  of  the  life- 
giving,  health-restoring  qualities  of  our  beautiful  sunny 
climate,  have  left  fond  ones  and  the  endearments  of  home, 
and  come  hither ;  alas  !  many  of  them  too  late,  and  finding 
themselves  sinking  in  the  struggle,  have  called  for  their 
stranger  brethren  ;  then  I  have  seen  quietly  and  unostenta¬ 
tiously  displayed  the  beautiful  influence  of  our  fraternity  upon 
the  human  heart.  I  have  seen  our  brethren  minister  to  these 
afflicted  ones  through  the  days  and  weeks  of  a  lingering  and 
painful  illness,  smooth  their  pillows,  pour  into  their  hearts  the 
consolation  of  fraternal  love,  receive  their  last  words  and 
wishes  for  safe  and  speedy  transmission  to  loved  ones  far 
away  at  home,  and  then,  in  mournful  procession,  move  away 
to  the  silent  cities  of  our  loved  dead,  and  with  our  sublime 
service  give  them  decent  sepulture;  thus  performing  work 
that  will  surely  pass  inspection  by  the  unerring  square.  No 
question  :  Where  are  you  from  ?  What  are  your  political 
sentiments?  But  recognizing  the  fraternal  tie — doing  a 
brother’s  work.” 

From  the  decisions  we  extract  the  following: 

“  Question. — When  the  office  of  Worshipful  Master  has  been 
vacated,  should  not  the  Senior  Warden  call  some  expert  Past 
Master  to  the  East  to  perform  the  work  of  the  Lodge  ? 

“ Answer . — The  Senior  Warden,  by  law,  succeeds  to  the  East 
and  is  Worshipful  Master.  If  he  chooses  to  call  some  expert 
Past  Master  to  do  the  work  of  the  Lodge  he  may  do  so,  but 
is  not  required  to  do  so  by  any  means. 

“  Question. — A  brother  applies  for  a  dimit  in  open  Lodge; 
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it  is  granted,  he  having  paid  all  dues,  and  no  other  charges 
appearing  on  the  books  ;  but  the  Secretary  does  not  make  it 
out,  nor  does  the  brother  ask  for  it,  and  goes  on  in  attendance 
upon  the  Lodge,  and  participates  in  its  work,  and  after  the 
lapse  of  several  months  the  question  arises,  Is  he  a  member  ? 

“Answer. — The  actual  written,  signed  and  delivered  dimit, 
with  the  seal  of  the  Lodge  affixed,  alone  severs  the  connec¬ 
tion  of  the  brother  with  the  Lodge.  The  action  of  the  Lodge, 
alone,  does  not ;  therefore  the  brother  is  a  member  of  the 
Lodge.” 

Unless  there  is  an  express  regulation  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Florida,  fixing  the  time  when  a  dimit  is  to  take  effect,  we 
cannot  think  this  decision  is  right.  The  paper  which  is  given 
to  the  withdrawing  brother,  “  written,  signed  and  delivered, 
with  the  seal  of  the  Lodge  attached,”  is  the  act  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary.  It  is  only  a  certificate  of  the  prior  action  of  the  Lodge. 
When  the  brother  presents  his  resignation,  and  the  Lodge 
finding  him  entitled,  grants  a  dimit,  the  transaction  between 
them  is  complete,  and  nothing  remains  to  be  done  but  for  the 
proper  record  of  the  circumstance  to  be  made  on  the  books  of 
the  Lodge,  and  the  proper  certificate  made  out  and  delivered 
to  the  brother.  It  might  as  well  be  said  that  the  vote  of  the 
Lodge  is  not  valid  until  recorded  in  the  minute  book.  The 
Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  took  this  view  of  the 
question  in  their  report,  which  is  certainly  in  harmony  with 
the  generally  received  opinion. 

From  the  report  of  the  same  committee,  we  copy  the  follow¬ 
ing  Resolution,  for  the  information  of  our  brethren  who  may 
be  thinking  of  a  visit  to  Florida.  The  resolution  was  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Committee  and  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
as  follows : 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  Lodges  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  be 
instructed  to  require  of  all  persons  applying  to  visit  them, 
some  documentary  evidences  of  good  Masonic  standing,  under 
the  seal  of  some  regular  Masonic  body,  in  all  cases  of  doubt 
as  to  the  character  of  the  applicants,  before  admitting  them 
to  an  examination.” 
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We  quote  the  following  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Education : 

“  We  find  that  but  a  comparatively  small  number  of  the 
Lodges  report  any  considerable  amounts  expended  in  educat¬ 
ing  the  children  of  Masons,  and  we  are  constrained  to  believe 
that  much  more  is  done  than  is  brought  by  them  to  the  notice 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  We  find  that  some  of  the  Lodges  con¬ 
tribute  directly  to  the  support  of  the  free  schools  existing  in 
their  neighborhoods,  and  we  deem  this  a  most  economical 
and  desirable  way  of  placing  the  advantages  of  acquiring  an 
education  within  the  reach  of  the  young  who  look  to  the 
Lodge  for  such  assistance.  A  Lodge  thus  contributing  to  the 
establishment  of  a  Public  School  is  free  to  send  the  children 
of  the  needy,  and  the  orphans  of  our  deceased  brethren  to 
share  in  its  benefits,  and  they  thus  often  acquire  a  voice  in  its 
management  and  control.  In  view  of  the  sparseness  of  our 
population,  and  the  difficulty  of  sustaining  and  supporting 
separate  Masonic  schools,  we  earnestly  recommend  a  generous 
support  of  the  public  schools,  as  the  most  efficient  way  of 
reaching  those  who  are  dependent  upon  our  Institution  for  the 
means  of  acquiring  knowledge.  The  Lodges  are  generally 
poor,  and  are  not  able  to  do  much  if  they  separate  themselves 
from  the  action  of  the  people  residing  near  them,  and  they 
should  unite  with  them,  and  help,  in  a  generous  public  spirit, 
to  promote  the  general  welfare. 

“We  urge  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  the  necessity  of  requiring 
fuller  reports  upon  this  subject,  and  a  more  liberal  policy,  for 
the  importance  is  too  often  overlooked,  and  Masons  should 
ever  bear  in  mind  their  obligations  towards  the  helpless 
orphan.” 

Brother  De  Witt  C.  Dawkins,  Grand  Secretary,  who  is 
also  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  made  a 
short  report  from  that  Committee,  on  general  matters.  Brother 
D.  had  partially  completed  a  full  review  of  the  American 
Grand  Lodges,  when  he  was  suddenly  taken  severely  ill,  and 
so  was  prevented  from  finishing  his  work.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  we  have  not  the  benefit  of  his  experience,  but 
we  trust  that — as  Brother  Dawkins  remains  at  the  head  of  the 
Committee — our  successors  will  have  the  pleasure  of  reading 
a  report  from  him  next  year.  By  the  recommendation  of  the 
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Committee,  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted  resolutions  recognizing 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  Quebec  and  Wyoming. 

Most  Worshipful  Albert  J.  Russell,  of  Jacksonville,  Grand 
Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  De  Witt  C.  Dawkins,  of  Jack¬ 
sonville,  Grand  Secretary,  were  both  re-elected. 

There  are  58  Lodges.  2164  Members.  Increase  176. 


GEORGIA. 

The  Grand  Lodge  commenced  its  Annual  Communication 
in  Macon,  October  27,  1874,  Most  Worshipful  Samuel  D. 
Irvin,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  and  229  Lodges  represented. 

In  our  report  of  last  year,  we  mentioned  in  our  review  of 
Georgia,  the  claim  made  by  Brother  Irvin,  that  Georgia  was 
one  of  the  oldest  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States.  We 
were  not  prepared  to  discuss  the  historical  question  proposed, 
nor  do  we  feel  sufficiently  well-informed  to  make  the  venture 
yet.  It  is  a  subject  which  properly  requires  more  investiga¬ 
tion  than  we  have  had  the  time  or  opportunity  to  make ;  but 
we  hope  our  brethren  in  that  jurisdiction  will  not  fail  to  note 
the  letter  of  Brother  Hughan  which  we  give  verbatim  in  the 
introduction  to  our  report,  and  which  shows  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  recognized  a  regularly  constituted  and 
lawfully  warranted  Lodge  at  “  Savannah,  in  the  Province  of 
Georgia,”  prior  to  1738.  Of  course,  this  does  not  reach  to  the 
question  of  the  time  when  a  Grand  Lodge  was  established — 
which,  we  presume,  is  the  date  upon  which  precedence  must 
be  decided — for  the  claim  we  feel  disposed  to  make  on  the 
evidence  we  have,  is  that  Pennsylvania  is  the  oldest  Grand  Lodge 
on  this  Continent.  We  would  be  glad  to  have  any  evidence 
our  Georgia  brethren  possess  as  to  the  time  when  a  Grand 
Lodee  was  established  in  their  Province.  So  far  as  we  are  at 
present  advised,  the  dispute  on  this  point  will  be  between  our¬ 
selves  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  alone.  If  there 
*is  to  be  another  competitor,  the  time  has  come  to  produce  the 
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proofs.  We  were  led  into  these  remarks  from  noting  that  the 
number  of  the  “Annual  Communication”  was  omitted. 

From  Grand  Master  Irvin’s  excellent  Address,  we  learn 
that  he  had  issued  dispensations  for  only  two  new  Lodges. 

He  prefaces  his  decisions  with  the  following  remarks : 

“During  the  past  year  my  correspondence  has  been  onerous 
in  the  extreme.  I  have  been  called  upon  time  and  again  to 
decide  and  re-affirm  decisions  made  last  year  which  passed 
the  scrutiny  of  your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  and  were 
adopted  as  edicts  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Why  your  Grand 
Master  should  be  thus  burdened  I  cannot  account  for  upon 
any  other  hypothesis  than  that  the  brethren  will  not  read  your 
Proceedings,  nor  the  Grand  Constitution,  nor  anything  else 
pertaining  to  Masonic  jurisprudence.  If  Masters  of  Lodges 
and  brethren  would  only  consider  that  there  are  nearly  three 
hundred  Lodges  in  this  State,  and  over  fifteen  thousand 
Masons,  and  that  your  Grand  Master  is  a  mere  man — -not 
made  of  steel  or  india-rubber — not  wound  up  like  a  clock,  to 
run  so  long  as  the  spring  holds  out  or  the  weight  retain  their 
substance — they  certainly  would  have  some  mercy  on  him. 

“  I  do  not  allude  to  it  complainingly,  but  state  it  as  a  fact 
that  the  duties  of  the  Grand  Master’s  office  in  this  State,  if  dis¬ 
charged,  are  now  onerous  in  the  extreme.  To  answer  every 
letter  received  and  every  question  propounded  promptly  would 
consume  the  whole  time  of  any  man.  How  is  a  man  with  a 
family  dependent  upon  him  for  support,  with  professional  duties 
to  discharge,  to  fill  this  office  ?  1  say  it  cannot  be  done.  My 

health  during  the  last  two  years  has  failed.  I  am  now  an  in¬ 
valid,  and  I  attribute  the  failure  of  my  health  to  the  increased 
strain  upon  my  system,  by  the  necessity  imposed  upon  me  of 
burning  the  midnightlamp,  in  answering  inquiries  and  in  search¬ 
ing  out  the  authorities  upon  which  my  decisions  were  based. 
Brethren, be  merciful.  Read  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
each  year ;  read  your  Grand  Constitution ;  read  and  digest  its 
edicts  and  decisions  ;  read  the  current  Masonic  literature  of  the 
day ;  acquaint  yourselves  with  the  Ancient  Constitutions  and 
Regulations  of  the  Order,  and  be  prepared  to  decide  questions 
as  they  arise,  without  burdening  your  Grand  Master  with  ques¬ 
tions  of  Masonic  law  which  have  been  decided  time  and  again, 
and  which  are  so  well  settled  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  to 
the  contrary.” 

We  quote  several  of  the  decisions,  as  containing  points  of 
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interest.  Two  of  them  were  made  the  subject  of  criticism  by 
the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence: 

5th.  The  Worshipful  Master  is  the  head  of  his  Lodge,  and 
cannot  be  required  to  give  a  reason  for  any  ruling  or  decision 
he  may  make.  If  a  majority  of  the  members  of  a  Lodge  is 
to  control  it,  why  have  a  Worshipful  Master?  If  a  Wor¬ 
shipful  Master  acts  corruptly  in  any  ruling  he  may  make, 
then  he  is  amenable  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  upon  charges 
preferred  against  him  by  the  Lodge  on  that  account,  the 
Grand  Lodge  would  suspend  him  from  his  office  and  call 
a  Lodge  of  Past  Masters  to  try  him.  This  is  the  remedy  a 
Lodge  has  as  against  the  ruling  of  its  Worshipful  Master,  and 
no  other. 

“7th.  In  April  last  I  refused  to  grant  a  Dispensation  to 
dedicate  a  monument  in  the  City  of  Atlanta,  upon  the  following 
grounds :  The  corner-stone  having  been  laid  with  the  cere¬ 
monies  peculiar  to  our  Order,  I  knew  of  no  precedent  or 
authority  for  the  ceremonies  of  dedication.  I  therefore  de¬ 
clined  to  be  present  at  such  service,  or  to  authorize  any  one 
else  to  perform  any  such  service  in  the  name  and  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  Craft.  Masons  dedicate  their  own  halls  and  build¬ 
ings  to  the  uses  and  purposes  of  Freemasonry,  but  they  have 
no  more  authority  to  dedicate  a  monument  than  to  dedicate  a 
Christian  Church,  a  Jewish  Synagogue  or  Moslem  Mosque, 
unless  it  be  a  monument  erected  by  the  Craft  and  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  perpetuating  the  memory  of  distinguished  Masons,  as 
Masons. 

“  10th.  As  our  law  now  stands,  a  dimitted  or  unaffiliated 
Mason  cannot  demand  as  a  right  the  ceremonies  of  a  Masonic 
burial;  a  member  in  good  standing  can.  With  the  former 
class,  Masonic  burial  may  be  performed  by  the  Lodge  if  it  so 
elects  to  do,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  favor  by  the  Lodge  to  accord 
it.  If  a  member,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Lodge  to  accord  a 
Masonic  burial  if  so  requested  by  the  deceased  or  his  family. 
But  a  member  dropped  from  the  roll  for  non-payment  of  dues 
is  a  defaulter  to  his  Lodge — is  still  subject  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  that  Lodge,  cannot  get  back  into  full  fellowship  except  by 
the  action  of  that  Lodge  :  he  is  under  a  cloud,  as  a  Mason, 
and  while  so  situated  is  under  dealing  by  his  Lodge,  and  if  he 
dies  in  that  condition  cannot  be  buried  with  the  honors  of  the 
Craft.  It  would  be  mockery  and  a  sham  to  allow  it. 

“  1 2th.  As  to  Masonic  burials,  I  hold  that  in  this  ceremony 
our  Fraternity  cannot  fraternize  with  any  other.  When  a 
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Masonic  Lodge  takes  charge  of  the  body  of  a  deceased  brother 
at  the  grave  it  acts  as  a  Lodge,  and  performs  ceremonies  whose 
true  meaning  is  only  known  to  Masons.  Within  the  lines,  on 
approaching  the  grave,  no  one  but  Masons  should  pass. 
Under  the  crossed-rods  no  one  but  Masons  should  go.  The 
body  of  the  dead  has  the  post  of  honor,  and  should  pass  first, 
but  the  brethren  should  close  in  immediately  after  it,  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  outsiders.  Even  the  family  of  the  deceased  is 
not  entitled  to  the  honor  of  such  an  escort.  It  is  right  and 
proper  for  a  Lodge  to  take  charge  of  the  remains  at  the  house 
of  the  deceased  and  bear  them  to  the  church,  mosque,  or 
Jewish  synagogue,  and  then  surrender  them  up  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  having  such  religious  rites  performed  as  are  agreeable 
to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  or  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  brother  previous  to  his  death.  But  the  religious  exer¬ 
cises  should  £7 id  there.  On  arriving  at  the  grave,  no  other 
ceremony  should  be  permitted.  Within  the  circle  at  the  grave 
no  one  should  be  allowed  except  the  mystic  brotherhood,  and 
only  such  as  are  properly  clothed  and  appear  as  Masons. 

“  13th.  The  Junior  Deacon  of  a  Lodge  ought  to  be  repri¬ 
manded  in  open  Lodge  by  the  Worshipful  Master  for  permit¬ 
ting  a  candidate  to  enter  its  precincts  with  a  concealed  weapon 
upon  his  person. 

“  14th.  A  candidate  who  would  present  himself  for  initiation 
into  Masonry  with  a  pistol  on  his  person — a  violation  of  State 
law — is  an  unfit  person  to  receive  the  degrees  in  Masonry,  and 
should  be  presented  to  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  by  some 
member  of  the  Lodge  and  punished  by  the  Courts  of  the 
country  for  such  violation  of  its  laws.  Such  a  person  must 
be  a  bad  man,  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  proceed  any 
further.” 

We  have  preserved  the  numbering  as  it  is  in  the  Grand 
Master’s  Address,  for  the  purpose  of  making  intelligible  the 
following  quotation  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence  : 


“  Your  committee  most  cordially  indorse  the  several  rulings 
of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  as  set  forth  in  his  able 
and  ornate  address,  except  as  to  Nos.  10  and  12,  in  some  par¬ 
ticulars  whereof  we  feel  constrained  to  differ  and  say  :  In  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  an  unaffiliated  Mason  cannot  be 
buried  with  Masonic  honors,  except  upon  dispensation  of  the 
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Grand  Master  authorizing  the  same  to  be  done ;  and  in  all 
cases  the  right  of  Masonic  burial  is  in  the  wise  discretion  of  the 
Master  of  the  Lodge.  We  recognize  as  wholesome  doctrine 
the  principle  enunciated,  that  there  can  be  no  fraternization  at 
Masonic  burials  :  but  on  this  point  we  submit,  as  sound  Masonic 
usage,  the  fact,  ‘  there  can  be  no  more  impropriety  in  the 
Lodge’s  attending  the  religious  services  at  the  grave  than  at 
the  house  or  the  church.’  And  we  cannot  give  our  sanction 
to  the  rule  which  would  exclude  the  family  of  the  deceased 
from  within  the  circle  at  the  foot  of  the  grave,  and  thus  lacer¬ 
ate  more  intensely  their  already  wounded  hearts.  Such  a 
course,  we  think,  would  tend  effectually  to  abolish  our  impres¬ 
sive  and  interesting  burial  service.” 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  appointment  of  Brother 
John  Thornley,  of  Philadelphia  to  be  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia,  near  our  Grand  Lodge. 

In  concluding  his  address,  Brother  Irvin  most  positively 
declined  a  re-election,  his  health  and  engagements  rendering 
it  impossible  for  him  to  serve. 

A  resolution  was  offered,  appropriating  $500  to  the  retiring 
Grand  Master,  and  (according  to  Grand  Lodge  regulations,) 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee.  But  Brother  Irvin  re¬ 
fused  to  receive  it.  The  committee  therefore  recommended 
that  it  be  expended  in  procuring  a  Past  Grand  Master’s  jewel, 
to  be  presented  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Grand  Secretary,  J.  Emmett  Blacicshear,  presented 
a  charming  Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  our  proceed¬ 
ings  receive  full  and  fraternal  attention.  We  notice  that  Past 
Grand  Master  Samuel  D.  Irvin  has  accepted  the  chairman¬ 
ship  of  this  committee  for  the  year. 

Most  Worshipful  David  E.  Butler,  Past  Grand  Master,  of 
Macon,  was  chosen  Grand  Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  J. 
Emmett  Blackshear,  of  Macon,  was  re-elected  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 

There  are  300  Lodges.  14,957  Members  returned,  (30 
Lodges  making  no  returns).  Increase,  84. 
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IDAHO. 

The  Grand  Lodge  held  its  Seventh  Annual  Communication 
at  Boise  City,  beginning  December  14,  1874,  Most  Wor¬ 
shipful  John  Kenally,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  and  8  char¬ 
tered  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master  opened  his  Annual  Address  by  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  death  of  Brother  Geor©e  H.  Coe,  the  first 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Idaho. 

“  He  was  possessed  of  a  generous  heart,  overflowing  with 
kindness  to  his  fellow  men.  As  a  presiding  officer  he  was 
dignified  and  impartial,  and  his  urbanity  and  gentle  manners 
endeared  him  to  a  host  of  friends.” 

One  by  one,  the  pioneers  of  the  Fraternity  are  passing  away. 
It  behooves  the  Craft  in  their  several  jurisdictions  to  preserve 
their  memorials,  and  thus  “  keep  their  memory  green.”  We 
hope  the  meagre  notice  of  their  first  Grand  Master,  contained 
in  their  proceedings,  is  not  the  end  of  “the  respect  due  to  his 
memory.” 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah  was  recognized. 

Some  trouble  having  been  experienced  as  to  the  value  of  a 
dollar,  without  explicit  mention  of  the  kind  of  dollar  intended, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

“  Ordered ,  That  United  States  currency  be  the  basis  of  ac¬ 
counts  with  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  and  that  the  accounts  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  be  kept  in  accordance  therewith.” 

The  Grand  Lod^e  of  Idaho  stood  up  squarely  to  the  foun¬ 
dation  principles  of  the  institution  in  settling  the  affairs  of  a 
defunct  Lodge,  that  had  become  bankrupt  in  building  a  hall, 
(an  experience  not  entirely  unknown  elsewhere).  The  Secre¬ 
tary  reported  to  the  Grand  Master  that  the  creditors  would  be 
satisfied  if  the  building  was  “  turned  over”  to  them,  but  on  the 
report  of  a  committee,  the  Grand  Lodge  voted  that  not  only 
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the  price  of  the  building,  but  all  the  money  and  Lodge  jewels 
of  the  insolvent  Lodge  be  distributed  among  the  creditors. 
We  record  with  pleasure  this  fact,  so  creditable  to  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  Freemasonry.  The  fixed  determination  to  be  honest,  at 
all  sacrifice,  is  a  sign  and  seal  of  Brotherhood  not  to  be  mis¬ 
taken. 

We  notice  that  the  names  of  members  of  Lodges,  printed 
among  the  returns  in  the  Appendix,  are  given,  arranged  under 
headings,  thus  :  “  Officers,”  “  Past  Masters,”  “  Master  Ma¬ 
sons,”  “Fellow  Crafts,”  “Entered  Apprentices,”  “ Contributing 
Members .”  Who  are  “  Contributing  Members,”  if  they  cannot 
be  classified  under  some  of  the  other  headings  ?  We  fear  they 
ought  not  to  be  there  at  all. 

We  have,  in  addition  to  the  printed  proceedings  of  1874,  an 
official  Circular  from  the  Grand  Secretary  as  to  the  Grand 
Officers,  viz.:  Most  Worshipful  L.  P.  Mikkelson,  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  of  Silver  City,  Owyhee  County,  was  chosen  Grand 
Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  O.  PI.  Purdy,  of  Silver  City, 
was  chosen  Grand  Secretray. 

There  are  8  Lodges,  284  members,  increase  8. 


ILLINOIS. 

The  Thirty-Fourth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  in  McCormick’s  Hall,  Chicago,  beginning 
October  6,  1874,  Most  Worshipful  James  A.  Hawley,  Grand 
Master,  presiding,  and  594  Lodges  being  represented,  opened 
with  a  beautiful  and  striking  prayer  by  the  Right  Worshipful 
and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain,  Brother  W.  H.  Scott,  and  ele¬ 
gant  music  by  a  choir  under  the  direction  of  Brother  C.  F. 
Saxon. 

The  Grand  Master  began  his  address  with  the  following 
historical  contrast  : 

“  Standing  this  morning  surrounded  by  the  representatives 
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of  nearly  seven  hundred  Lodges,  I  am  constrained  to  take  a 
retrospective  glance  at  the  history  of  this  Grand  Lodge  since 
its  first  organization,  at  Jacksonville,  on  the  20th  day  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1840,  at  which  time  there  were  present  thirteen  Masons, 
including  eight  representatives  from  the  six  Lodges  that  as¬ 
sisted  in  its  organization,  and  then  to  its  First  Annual  Com¬ 
munication,  held  at  the  same  place  on  the  20th  day  of  October 
following,  when  there  were  present  the  representatives  of  four 
Lodges,  whose  combined  membership  numbered  ninety-seven, 
and  at  which  time  the  whole  number  of  Masons  owing  alle¬ 
giance  to  its  authority  were  estimated  to  be  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-seven. 

“Would  time  permit,  this  retrospection  might  be  continued 
from  year  to  year  until  the  present  Annual  Communication, 
when  we  find  that  there  are  six  hundred  and  eighty  Lodges, 
with  a  membership  of  more  than  thirty-five  thousand  Masons 
maintaining  fealty  to  this  same  Grand  Lodge — but  time  for¬ 
bids r 

Such  a  rapid  growth  would  probably  be  impossible  in  any 
jurisdiction  except  the  one  under  review. 

During  the  year  dispensations  were  granted  for  nine  new 
Lodges  ;  three  other  petitions  for  new  Lodges  were  refused, 
and  three  more  postponed. 

We  extract  two  of  the  reported  decisions,  remarking  that,  as 
to  the  second,  the  practice  with  us  is  otherwise. 

4th.  That  before  a  W.  M.  elect  can  be  installed,  he  must 
have  been  invested  with  the  secrets  of  the  Chair  in  a  convoca¬ 
tion  of  actual  Past  Masters- — notwithstanding  such  Brother 
may  be  in  possession  of  the  degree  of  virtual  or  Chapter  Past 
Master. 

5th.  That  none  but  actual  Past  Masters  should  be  present 
during  the  ceremony  of  investing  the  Master  elect  with  the 
secrets  of  the  Chair. 

It  is  a  tempting  question,  but  the  history  and  status  of  the 
“degree”  of  Past  Master  is  too  large  to  venture  on  just  now. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  the  laying,  by  him,  of  the  cor¬ 
ner  stone  of  the  United  States  Government  Building,  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  which  is  to  be  occupied  as  a  Post  Office  and  Custom 
House.  As  the  invitation  to  perform  this  ceremony  was  made 
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the  occasion  of  remark  by  the  enemies  of  the  Fraternity,  we 
extract  the  remarks  of  the  Grand  Master  on  that  subject : 

“  It  was  an  occasion  of  universal  interest,  not  only  to  the 
Craft  of  this  and  adjoining  States,  but  also  to  the  public  at 
large,  especially  to  the  citizens  of  Chicago,  which  was  made 
manifest  by  their  presence  in  numbers  unsurpassed  by  any 
similar  event  of  our  time.  In  view  of  the  national  character  of 
the  building,  the  magnitude  and  completeness  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  officials,  as  well  as  the 
Craft  of  this  city,  I  maybe  pardoned  for  adverting  to  the  event 
somewhat  more  fully  than  is  customary  in  an  official  report. 
Especially  is  this  proper,  since  the  opportunity  was  seized 
upon  by  the  enemies  of  Fremasonry,  and,  to  a  great  extent, 
by  the  press  of  this  city,  to  misrepresent  the  action  and  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  thereby  creating,  in  the  minds 
of  those  outside  the  Institution,  an  unwarrantable  prejudice 
towards  a  Society  that  never  seeks,  in  any  manner,  to  foist  its 
ancient  and  universally  respected  ceremonies  before  the  public, 
unless  especially  invited  to  do  so;  but,  notwithstanding  this 
well-known  characteristic  of  our  Society,  the  misrepresenta¬ 
tions  were  carried  to  such  an  extent  that  many,  even  of  the 
Craft,  were  led  to  believe  that  the  dignity  and  honor  of  our 
ancient  Institution  had  been,  or  would  be,  compromised  by 
yielding  to  the  importunities  of  a  few  fanatical  bigots  who  may 
be  well-informed  on  other  subjects,  but  whose  ignorance  and 
misconception  of  the  design  and  claims  of  Freemasonry  is  en¬ 
titled  to  pity;  yet,  in  the  face  of  this,  they  have  the  effrontery 
to  assume  the  role  of  the  three  men  of  Hooley  street,  and  rep¬ 
resent  themselves  as  ‘we,  the  people,’  by  anticipating  the  occa¬ 
sion  by  a  year  to  display  their  venom,  by  forwarding  to  the 
authorities  at  Washington  remonstrances  against  the  Masons 
being  permitted  to  perform  these  ceremonies.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  this  action,  the  National  Government,  through  its  proper 
officers,  without  any  solicitation  on  the  part  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  formally  invited  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
this  State  to  lay  the  corner-stone  of  this  national  edifice, 
thereby  recognizing  the  antiquity  of  our  Masonic  Institution, 
perpetuating  the  customs  pertaining  thereto,  and  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  appropriateness  of  its  ceremonies.  This  invitation  was 
accepted  in  the  same  courteous  spirit  in  which  it  was  given, 
and  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  throughout  the  entire  affair,  were  treated  with  the 
utmost  consideration  and  respect  by  the  representatives  of  the 
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National  Government,  and  that  they  did  not,  at  anytime  or  in 
any  manner,  interfere  with,  or  seek  to  make  any  change  in,  the 
ceremonies  of  the  occasion  as  prepared  by  Most  Worshipful 
Brother  Cregier,  who  represented  the  Grand  Master  in  arrang¬ 
ing  the  same.  Neither  was  this  programme  thus  prepared 
changed  in  any  particular,  except  so  far  as  to  invite  that  dis¬ 
tinguished  gentleman  and  jurist,  Hon.  Henry  W.  Blodgett, 
Judge  of  the  United  States  Court-,  to  represent  the  National 
Government,  and  take  such  part  in  the  ceremonies  as  the 
Grand  Master  assigned,  and  originally  intended  should  have 
been  performed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  This 
somewhat  lengthy  statement  is  not  intended  as  a  reply  to  those 
fanatical  busy-bodies  who  have  sought  to  make  themselves 
conspicuous,  but  to  correct  any  misapprehensions  the  Masons 
of  this  and  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  have  touching  the  same, 
and  to  show  you  that  the  dignity  and  honor  of  our  noble  In¬ 
stitution,  represented  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  are  as  unsullied 
as  when  the  invitation,  politely  and  considerately  tendered  by 
the  United  States  authorities,  was  accepted  by  your  Grand 
Master.” 

Among  the  lamented  dead,  the  Grand  Master  mentioned 
Brother  Thomas  J.  Turner,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Illinois, 
who  died  at  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  April  4,  1874,  in  the  vigor 
of  manhood.  Of  him,  the  address  says  : 

“  As  a  lawyer  and  statesman  he  possessed  talents  of  rare 
ability.  For  thirty  years  he  was  closely  identified  with  the 
history  and  growth  of  our  State,  and  much  of  its  prosperity 
is  due  to  his  untiring  labor  and  wise  counsel.  Having  been 
frequently  called  upon  to  fill  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  both 
in  our  State  and  National  councils,  he  always  discharged  the 
duties  devolving  upon  him  with  scrupulous  fidelity. 

“  His  services  as  a  Mason  were  no  less  eminent,  and  in  his 
death  the  Masonic  fraternity  sustain  an  irreparable  loss.  As 
a  citizen,  he  was  ever  kind  and  courteous  to  all ;  as  a  Mason, 
he  was  just  and  upright ;  and  as  a  Christian,  he  was  humble  and 
sincere.  In  his  character  was  fully  exemplified  the  aphorism 
that  ‘  He  lives  long,  who  lives  well.’  ” 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  a  resolution  requiring  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  report  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master,  of 
general  importance,  to  the  Subordinate  Lodges  every  month. 
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Brother  Joseph  Robbins,  Chairman,  presented  the  Report 
on  Correspondence,  which  is  long  and  extremely  interesting, 
and  in  which  our  “  brief  abstract  ”  for  1873  >s  very  pleasantly 
noticed.  It  is  very  difficult  to  select  a  few  extracts,  (we  have 
no  room  for  all,)  from  his  judicious  remarks  upon  current 
topics.  We  find  here,  however,  the  facts  on  which  the  mooted 
question  as  to  post  burial  funeral  services  arose.  In  his  re¬ 
view  of  Alabama,  Brother  Robbins  says : 

“The  following  calls  to  mind  an  incident  of  the  late  war:” 


“  I  know  of  no  authority  for  performing  funeral  ceremonies  over  the  grave  of 
a  deceased  Mason,  several  days  after  his  burial.” 


“  In  the  spring  of  1862,  a  transport  laden  with  Confederate 
prisoners,  bound,  we  believe,  for  Rock  Island,  stopped  at 
Quincy  and  landed  the  body  of  one  of  their  number,  John 
H.  Horn,  of  Huntsville,  Alabama,  who  had  died  on  the  pas¬ 
sage  up  from  Cairo.  He  had  been  wounded  and  captured  at 
Island  No  10.  Feeling  that  he  was  mortally  hurt,  to  the  post 
surgeon  at  Cairo  he  had  made  himself  known,  and  asked  that 
he  might  receive  a  Masonic  burial.  This  request  the  post 
surgeon  made  known  to  the  surgeon  in  charge  on  the  trans¬ 
port,  also  a  Mason,  and  he,  on  landing  the  body  here,  sought 
out  a  brother  and  made  known  the  wishes  of  the  deceased. 
It  was  election  day,  and  the  Master  of  the  Lodge  having  juris¬ 
diction,  Bodley  Lodge,  No.  1,  being  one  of  the  judges  of  elec¬ 
tion,  could  not  give  the  matter  his  personal  supervision,  nor 
could  he  leave  his  post  to  find  his  officers.  Immediate  inter¬ 
ment  being  a  necessity,  he  requested  several  Masons  whom 
he  saw  near  the  polls  to  secure  a  coffin,  take  the  body  to 
Woodland  cemetery,  and  bury  it.  He  was  accordingly  buried 
in  that  portion  of  the  ground  set  apart  for  the  soldiers,  and  by 
Masons,  but  not  with  Masonic  rites.  No  sooner  had  the  facts 
become  known  than  the  Craftsmen  began  to  murmur  loudly. 
The  Master  of  the  Lodge  having  jurisdiction,  whose  heart  was 
in  the  right  place,  but  who  did  not  like  to  take  the  responsi¬ 
bility  in  the  then  excited  state  of  popular  feeling,  of  ordering 
so  exceptional  a  proceeding  as  a  reinterment,  called  a  meeting 
of  his  Lodge,  and  invited  the  members  of  all  the  other  Lodges 
to  be  present  for  free  couusel.  The  meeting  was  the  largest 
Masonic  deliberative  gathering  ever  held  up  to  that  time  in  the 
city.  After  full  discussion,  a  resolution  was  unanimously 
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passed,  declaring  that  the  members  of  Bodley  Lodge  No.  I 
recognized  the  binding  force  of  all  their  obligations,  and  would 
stand  by  them,  and  ordering  the  remains  to  be  reinterred  with 
Masonic  ceremonies.  On  the  following  day  Bodley  Lodge, 
with  a  large  number  of  visitors  from  the  other  Lodges  in  the 
city,  marched  to  the  cemetery,  raised  the  body,  and  buried  it 
in  the  lot  owned  by  the  fraternity,  and  with  all  the  honors  of 
Masonry. 

“  Later,  when  it  became  possible  to  do  so,  the  Lodge  com¬ 
municated  to  his  friends  in  Alabama  the  record  of  the  death 
and  burial  of  the  deceased  brother.  We  presume,  however, 
that  they  were  not  informed  that  he  had  been  twice  buried.” 

It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  we  refrain  from  quoting  at 
greater  length  from  this  very  interesting  report.  It  is  a  fact 
which  all  who  have  reviewer’s  work  to  do  must  have  noticed, 
that  a  great  abundance  of  good  things  from  which  we  have  to 
choose,  produces  a  sort  of  hopeless  inability  to  select  one 
thing  as  more  worthy  than  another,  and  in  consequence  the 
task  is  abandoned,  and  the  selection  is  more  meagre  than  if 
there  were  more  inequality  in  the  matter  proposed.  If  Brother 
Robbins’s  report  suffers  from  our  hands,  that  is  the  reason,  and 
he  has  no  one  but  himself  to  blame  for  it.  We  take  the  fol¬ 
lowing  totals  from  the  statistical  table  annexed,  showing  the 
condition  of  48  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  North  America,  as 
derived  from  their  reports  in  1873  and  1874.  The  table  was 
prepared  by  Brother  W.  Frank  Hudson,  Jr.,  Deputy  Grand 
Secretary. 


Grand  Lodges .  48 

Subordinate  Lodges . 9,324 

Members .  557, 719 


Most  Worshipful  George  E.  Lounsbury,  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  of  Cairo,  was  elected  Grand  Master,  Right  Worshipful 
John  F.  Burrill,  of  Springfield,  was  re-elected  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 

There  are  688  Lodges.  39,632  Members.  Increase,  972. 
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INDIANA. 

The  volume  of  1875  opens  with  an  account  of  the  Special 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  which  was  convened  at 
Indianapolis  on  May  24,  1875,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the 
corner  stone  of  the  “  New  Grand  Masonic  Temple,”  in  that 
city.  Most  Worshipful  Lucien  A.  Foote,  Grand  Master, 
presiding. 

The  New  Masonic  Temple  takes  the  place  of  the  Masonic 
Hall  which  was  built  in  1848.  Of  those  who  witnessed  the 
laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  that  building,  only  four  were 
present,  Past  Grand  Masters  William  Hacker  and  Harvey 
G.  Hazelrigg,  Grand  Treasurer  Charles  Fisher,  and  Grand 
Tyler  William  M.  Black.  The  music  for  the  occasion  in¬ 
cluded  a  choir  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  from  the  “  Choral 
Union,”  and  the  ceremonies  were  imposing  and  impressive, 
in  the  presence  of  a  great  concourse  of  people.  The  stone 
was  tried  by  plumb,  level,  and  square,  and  pronounced  to  be 
“  well-formed  and  trusty,  truly  laid  and  correctly  proved,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rules  of  our  ancient  Craft,”  and  we  heartily  join 
in  the  invocation  of  the  Grand  Master  : 

“  May  the  building  be  conducted  and  completed  amid  the 
blessings  of  plenty,  health,  and  peace.” 

A  beautiful  and  eloquent  oration  was  pronounced  by  Wor¬ 
shipful  Brother  John  Caven,  Mayor  of  Indianapolis,  at  the 
request  of  Grand  Master  Foote.  We  had  marked  several 
passages  for  quotation,  but  want  of  space  forbids.  We  give 
room  to  only  one.  Brother  Caven,  after  saying  that  Masons 
seldom  undertake  a  defense  of  their  Institution,  because  “they 
attack  no  one,  and  they  seek  no  proselytes ;  he  who  would 
enter  the  inner  chamber  of  Masonry  must  himself  seek  and 
knock,”  enters  into  an  explanation  of  some  popular  objections 
against  the  Fraternity,  arising  from  ignorance  of  its  purposes. 
He  says  of  one  objection,  not  infrequently  urged  in  certain 
peculiarly  bigoted  quarters  : 
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“Another  objection  urged  against  Masonry  is  that  it  is  op¬ 
posed  to  Christianity.  This  is  simply  not  true.  It  is  not  a 
Christian  Church,  and  does  not  profess  to  be ;  neither  are 
your  academies  of  arts  and  sciences  ;  neither  are  your  hospitals 
and  charitable  institutions;  but  Masonry  is  the  ally  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  in  every  good  work.  Charity  is  the  true  essence  of  all 
true  religion,  and  charity  is  the  great  cardinal  principle  of 
Masonry,  its  corner-stone.  We  have  work  enough  for  us  all 
to  do  in  this  sin  and  sorrow-stricken  world.  We  each  have 
our  own  work.  We  visit  the  sick  and  fatherless  and  comfort 
the  sore-hearted.  Is  this  unchristian  ?  Ministers  are  among 
our  most  honored  and  zealous  members. 

“  Masonry  has  for  its  motto  the  grandest  ever  written  upon 
human  banner:  ‘We  aim  to  unite  men  of  every  country,  sect 
and  opinion  into  one  band,  or  society  of  friends  and  brothers, 
among  whom  no  contention  should  ever  exist,  except  that  no¬ 
ble  contention,  or  rather  emulation,  of  who  can  best  work  and 
best  agree.’  This  we  could  not  do  if  we  required  the  accep¬ 
tance  of  any  particular  religious  creed  as  a  prerequisite  for  ad¬ 
mission  to  our  order.  We  would  then  be  a  church.  We  aim 
to  unite  members  of  all  churches.  They  can  all  meet  upon 
the  level  of  the  Masonic  floor,  which  they  can  not  all  do  about 
the  same  religious  altar.  A  seeker  for  admission  into  our 
order  is  not  required  to  sign  this  or  that  creed,  or  article  of 
faith.  He  is  required  to  believe  in  God ;  to  declare  his  trust 
in  Him,  and  if  so,  we  give  him  our  heart  and  hand,  welcome 
him  to  the  great  brotherhood — wide  as  the  world  itself.  Can 
a  Christian,  Mahomedan  and  Jew  worship  God  at  the  footstool 
of  the  same  throne  ?  Masons  can  ;  can  kneel  and  clasp  hands 
around  the  same  altar,  be  their  creeds  and  beliefs  what  they  may. 
We  need  some  common  ground  on  which  all  good  men  can  meet, 
and  where  can  men  of  all  nations,  tongues  and  creeds  meet  but  at 
the  altar  of  Masonry  ?  It  is  charged  that  Masonry  is  positively 
an  irreligious  institution.  So-called  religions  are  many.  Ma¬ 
sonry  is  one.  Some  religions  have  many  gods.  Masons  believe  in 
one  God,  whom  they  reverence  and  love.  Religion,  so-called,  has 
caused  tears  to  flow,  has  made  widows  and  orphans,  impris¬ 
oned  disbelievers,  tortured  them  at  the  rack  and  burned  them 
at  the  stake,  consumed  cities,  desolated  lands  and  blotted  out 
nations.  Masonry  has  no  armies,  no  arsenals,  no  magazines 
or  implements  of  war  or  death,  no  flag  of  desolation,  no  watch¬ 
word  of  hate.  Masonry  is  the  world’s  great  peace-maker.  If 
all  men  were  Masons,  nations  would  learn  war  no  more.  Ma¬ 
sonry  never  consumed  a  city,  never  desolated  a  field  or  a 


128 


hearthstone.  It  employs  no  racks,  chains  or  faggots;  never 
burned  a  disbeliever  at  the  stake,  never  made  a  widow  or  an 
orphan,  never  shed  a  drop  of  blood,  never  caused  a  heart  to 
break  or  a  single  tear  to  flow.  Its  hosts  are  those  of  peace; 
its  arms,  good  deeds.  Its  banner  is  love,  and  its  watchword 
peace  and  good  will  on  earth.” 


The  Fifty-Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  in  Washington  Hall,  Indianapolis,  on  May 
25,  1875,  Most  Worshipful  Lucien  A.  Foote,  Grand  Master, 
in  the  chair,  475  chartered  Lodges,  and  23  Lodges,  U.  D.,  be¬ 
ing  represented. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  21  dispensations  to  form  new 
Lodges,  and  the  surrender  of  3  charters.  Among  the  “decis¬ 
ions”  we  quote  two,  which  we  take  from  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  with  their  remarks: 

1.  “  Is  a  man  eligible  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry  who  can 
neither  read  nor  write  ?” 

The  answer  given  was  no. 

With  this  decision  your  Committee  heartily  concur. 

Freemasonry  has  ever  given  her  hearty  encouragement  to 
general  knowledge  and  information,  and  in  these  days  of  free 
schools,  where  a  good  common  education  can  be  had  for  the 
mere  asking,  we  think  that  one  who  cannot  read  his  own  peti¬ 
tion  and  legibly  sign  his  own  name  thereto  is  an  unfit  subject 
out  of  which  to  attempt  to  make  a  Mason. 

2.  The  Grand  Master  was  asked  for  permission,  by  a  Lodge, 
to  perform  the  ceremonies  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  a 
Synagogue  on  the  Sabbath  day,  commonly  called  Sunday, 
which  he  refused. 

Your  Committee  feel  called  to  compliment  the  Most  Wor¬ 
shipful  Grand  Master  on  this  ruling.  As  the  position  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  on  that  question  is  clearly  set  forth  in  the 
revision  of  the  rules  on  that  subject,  by  the  Committee,  we 
deem  any  further  action  at  this  time  unnecessary. 

The  same  Committee  reported  another  question,  thus  : 

“  The  following  question  was  submitted  to  your  Committee : 
‘  Has  a  Mason  who  is  a  member  of  B  Lodge  aright  to  prevent 
an  elected  candidate  from  receiving  the  degree  to  which  he  is 
elected  in  C  Lodge  ?’ 
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"We  answer,  ‘  No  but  such  objection  should  be  considered 
and  investigated  by  the  Lodge,  and  if  deemed  sufficient,  any 
member  of  the  Lodge  may  object,  and  the  Worshipful  Master 
should  arrest  the  conferring  of  the  degree.” 

The  rule  is  not  uniform  on  this  subject  in  all  the  American 
Jurisdictions. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Wyoming  was  recognized. 

Brother  Daniel  McDonald,  Chairman,  presented  a  very 
interesting  Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  Pennsylvania 
receives  fraternal  attention.  Brother  Elisha  L.  McLallen, 
of  Columbia  City,  heads  the  new  Committee,  Brother  McDon¬ 
ald  having  gone  up  higher. 

Most  Worshipful  Daniel  McDonald,  Deputy  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter,  of  Plymouth,  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Right  Wor¬ 
shipful  John  M.  Bramwell,  of  Indianapolis,  Grand  Secretary, 
was  re-elected. 

There  are  5  14  Lodges  (of  which  20  are  U.  D.),  27,584  mem¬ 
bers.  Increase,  900. 


INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

A  Convention  was  held  “  according  to  previous  call,”  at 
Caddo,  October  5th,  1874,  consisting  of  representatives  from 
three  of  the  five  subordinate  Lodges  in  the  Indian  Territory, 
for  the  purposes  of  organizing  a  Grand  Lodge.  Bro.  G.  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  presiding,  and  Bro.  R.  P.  Jones,  acting  as  Secretary. 

After  electing  permanent  officers,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  It  is  believed  to  be  advisable  and  for  the  best  in¬ 
terest  and  prosperity  of  Ancient  Free  Masonry  in  the  Indian 
Territory;  therefore  be  it 

“  Resolved,  That  we,  the  legal  representatives  of  Muskogee 
Lodge,  No.  90;  Doaksville  Lodge,  No.  279 ;  Caddo  Lodge, 
No.  31 1,  proceed  to  organize  a  Grand  Lodge  for  the  Indian 
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Territory,  and  that  Bros.  George  W.  Stidham,  C.  M.  Slover 
and  H.  F.  Buckner,  of  Muskogee  Lodge ;  William  L. 
Byrd  and  A.  Hopping,  of  Doaksville  Lodge ;  G.  McPherson, 
J.  B.  Jones  and  C.  M.  Beck,  of  Caddo  Lodge,  be  appointed  a 
committee  to  draft  a  Constitution  for  the  adoption  of  this 
Convention.” 

The  Committee  reported  a  Constitution,  which  was  consid¬ 
ered  and  adopted.  Grand  officers  were  elected,  appointed  and 
installed,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened.  The  Convention 
appears  to  have  been  composed  of  eight  brethren,  all  of  whom 
were  duly  elected  to  high  office. 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  By-Laws,  and  a  seal,  passed  a 
resolution  defining  the  limits  of  the  Territory  over  which  it 
claims  jurisdiction,  invited  subordinate  Lodges  to  send  in 
their  charters  to  be  enrolled  and  re-numbered,  and  after  some 
other  business,  was  closed. 

The  proceedings  seem  to  have  been  regular  and  decorous, 
although,  certainly,  the  numbers  are  rather  small,  and  there 
are  some  matters  on  which  the  pamphlet  should  have  informed 
us,  which  we  do  not  find  noticed — as  for  instance,  from  what 
Grand  Lodge  the  warrants  of  the  three  constituent  Lodges 
were  derived,  &c.  No  doubt  our  successors  on  this  Committee 
will  be  better  informed  next  year,  and  we  must  pursue  our 
traditional  policy  of  waiting  to  hear  from  the  parent  jurisdic¬ 
tion  before  we  venture  to  recommend  recognition  of  the  new¬ 
comer.  It  is  a  policy  founded  both  on  Masonic  law  and  fra¬ 
ternal  courtesy,  and  one  from  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania  has,  we  believe,  never  departed. 

M.  W.  Granville  McPherson,  Caddo,  Choctaw  Nation, 
was  elected  Grand  Master.  R.  W.  Rufus  P.  Jones,  of  the 
same  place,  was  elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  three  Lodges. 
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IOWA. 

The  Thirty-second  Annual  Convention  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  in  Moore’s  Opera  House,  Des  Moines,  June,  1875. 
M.  W.  Joseph  Chapman,  Grand  Master,  in  the  chair,  and 
(during  the  session)  two  hundred  Lodges  being  represented. 

The  Grand  Master’s  address  is  short  and  confined  chiefly  to 
a  recital  of  his  official  acts  and  decisions.  The  subject  of 
“  Dancing  in  Lodge  rooms,”  had  engaged  his  attention  through 
the  stir  and  dissatisfaction  occasioned  by  a  decision  prohibit¬ 
ing  dancing  in  a  Lodge  room  in  connection  with  a  festival. 
The  Grand  Master’s  action  was  based  on  a  Grand  Lodge  regu¬ 
lation  as  old  as  1856,  and  as  the  law  stood,  could  not  well  have 
been  otherwise,  when  his  attention  was  called  to  the  matter 
by  a  formal  protest.  After  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  and 
several  efforts  at  amendment,  the  ruling  of  the  Grand  Master 
was  approved  by  Grand  Lodge,  and  a  motion  to  repeal  the 
regulation  of  1856,  was  laid  on  the  table.  That  regulation 
reads  as  follows  : 

“  Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  is  opposed  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  which  has  prevailed  to  some  extent,  of  connecting  dancing 
with  Masonry,  or  of  using  the  name  of  symbols  of  Masonry  in 
connection  with  a  ball 

The  Grand  Master  also  reports  the  death  of  several  distin¬ 
guished  Masons,  among  them  P.  G.  M.  John  Fletcher  San¬ 
ford,  who  died  August  1,  1874.  A  biography  of  Bro.  San¬ 
ford,  by  Grand  Secretary  Parvin,  is  in  the  Appendix.  He 
filled  that  high  station  in  1856-7. 

Nineteen  dispensations  for  new  Lodges  were  issued  during 
the  year. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Parvin,  Grand  Secretary,  in  his  report,  ackowl- 
edges  the  receipt  of  a  bound  volume  of  our  Ahiman  Rezon, 
for  1868. 

The  Grand  Lodge  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
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on  Correspondence  extended  a  fraternal  recognition  to  the 
newly  formed  Grand  Lodges  of  Indian  Territory  and  Wyoming 
Territory,  and  received  a  representative  from  Indian  Territory. 
The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas  are  reviewed 
by  this  Committee  in  their  Annual  Report,  but  no  mention  is 
made  of  the  circumstance  that  recognition  of  the  Indian  Ter¬ 
ritory  was  withheld  by  that  Grand  Lodge. 

We  extract  the  following,  verbatim,  from  the  proceedings: 

“  GRAND  MASTER  OF  I.  O.  O.  F. 

“  Bro.  Guilbert  presented  the  following  preamble  and  reso¬ 
lution,  which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

“  Whereas,  Bro.  B.  Newman,  the  Most  Worthy  Grand 
Master  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  is  present  among  us  in  his  capacity  as  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  therefore  be  it 

“  Resolved,  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  direct  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Past  Grand  Masters  to  escort  the  Most  Worthy 
Brother  to  the  plitform,  that  we  may  officially  welcome  him 
as  the  Chief  of  an  associate  order  of  great  beneficence. 

“  The  Grand  Master  appointed  as  a  Committee  to  introduce 
Bro.  Newman,  Past  Grand  Masters  Guilbert  and  Peck,  who 
performed  that  duty,  when  Bro.  Newman  was  welcomed  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  after  a  pleasant  interchange  of  sentiment, 
Bro.  Newman  was  invited  to  a  seat  on  the  platform.” 

This  was  doubtless  a  very  agreeable  and  courteous  pro¬ 
ceeding,  and,  no  doubt,  the  compliment  was  well-deserved,  but 
it  was  rather  out  of  place  in  a  Lodge  of  Ancient  Freemasons. 

Another  matter  which  attracted  our  attention  as  something 
new  (to  us,  at  any  rate),  we  find  under  the  heading  “  Past 
Masters’  Lodge,”  as  follows  : 

“  Past  Grand  Master  ITartsock  presented  a  report  as  the 
presiding  officer  of  a  ‘  Convocation  of  Past  Masters.’ 

“  Bro.  Grand  Secretary  raised  the  point  of  order  that  this 
Grand  Lodge  has  no  control  over  a  Convocation  of  Past 
Masters,  or  of  its  proceedings,  and  that  any  report  from  such 
is  out  of  order,  and  assigns  the  following  grounds  : 
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“  r.  The  Grand  Lodge  is  composed  of  members  of,  and  is 
opened  only  in,  the  third  degree,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
membership  is  wholly  ignorant  of  the  so-called  fifth,  or  ‘  Past 
Master’s  Degree.’ 

“  2.  There  is  no  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  providing  for  the 
calling  of  a  ‘  Convocation  of  Past  Masters,”  any  three  of 
whom  have  an  inherent  right  to  meet  and  qualify  any  Master 
elect  for  installation,  independent  of  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

“3.  That  if  Bro.  Hartsock  called  and  presided  over  such  a 
Convocation  at  the  request  of  Grand  Master  Chapman,  he  should 
have  reported  the  result  of  his  action  to  him,  as  is,  and  always 
has  been,  the  case  of  all  Brothers  commissioned  by  a  Grand 
Master  to  act  in  special  cases  ;  and  then,  if  there  be  any  mat¬ 
ter  deserving  the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the 
Grand  Master  may  report  the  same  to  it  for  action. 

“  The  Grand  Master  decided  that  Bro.  Hartsock  having 
been  requested  by  the  Grand  Master  to  take  charge  of  a 
‘  Convocation  of  Past  Masters,’  he  should  of  course,  make  his 
report  to  him — but,  as  he  states ,  ‘  Past  Grand  Master  Chapman 
desired  the  report  read,’  therefore,  Bro.  Hartsock  is  in  order, 
and  the  report  may  be  read. 

“To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  Iowa  ; 

“The  undersigned  having  been  requested  by  Grand  Master 
Chapman  to  hold  ‘  a  Convocation  and  open  a  Lodge  of  Past 
Masters,  and  to  confer  the  Degree  of  Past  Master  upon  a 
number  of  Brothers  who  have  been  elected  to  serve  as  Masters 
in  their  several  Lodges  the  ensuing  year,  would  respectfully 
report : 

“  That  he  has  discharged  that  duty.  That  on  the  evening 
of  June  2,  1875,  he,  together  with  some  two  hundred,  assem¬ 
bled  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  and  opened  a  ‘  Lodge  of  Past  Mas¬ 
ters,’  and  conferred  the  Degree  of  Past  Master  upon  some 
twenty-three  Masters  elect,  according  to  the  usages  of  the 
Order,  except  Brother  Isaac  Wilcox,  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge, 
No.  1 1 2,  who  clandestinely  entered  the  Lodge  of  Past  Mas¬ 
ters,  and  refused  to  be  passed,  for  reasons  which  I  report  ver¬ 
bally  to  this  Grand  Lodge.  And  I  offer  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion,  to  wit : 

RESOLUTION. 

“Resolved,  That  p.  committee  of  three  members  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  (being  Past  Masters )  be  appointed  to  inquire 
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into  the  conduct  of  said  Brother  Wilcox,  and  report  to  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

“  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  R.  HARTSOCK, 

Past  Master,  and  Past  Grand  Master. 

This  we  presume  is  of  the  “advanced  school”  of  Masonry. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  warrant  for  it  among  the 
recognized  standards.  On  the  report  of  the  Special  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  Grand  Master  was  recommended  “  to  issue  his 
Edict  to  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  forbidding  the  installation  of 
Bro.  Wilcox  as  Worshipful  Master,”  and  authorizing  a  new 
election.  The  “  reasons  ”  of  Bro.  Wilcox  do  not  appear. 

An  interesting  report  from  the  Committee  on  Correspond¬ 
ence,  prepared  by  Brother  H.  J.  B.  Cummings,  a  member  of 
the  Committee,  was  presented.  Our  Proceedings  for  1873 
and  1874  seem  not  to  have  been  received. 

We  cannot  close  our  review  without  noticing  the  evident 
care  and  taste  bestowed  on  the  printing  of  the  proceedings, 
which  are  also  embellished  with  several  engraved  portraits. 
Brother  Parvin  evidently  has  his  heart  in  his  work. 

Worshipful  Master  Henry  W.  Rothert,  of  Keokuk,  was 
chosen  Grand  Master;  Right  Worshipful  Theodore  S.  Parvin, 
of  Iowa  City,  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  229  Lodges  (six  of  which  are  U.  D.),  17,214 
members  (several  Lodges  not  included,  having  made  no 
returns);  increase  1,097  (about). 


KANSAS. 

The  Grand  Lodge  held  its  Twentieth  Annual  Communica¬ 
tion  in  Union  Hall,  Topeka,  October  20,  1875.  Most  Wor¬ 
shipful  Owen  A.  Bassett,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  and 
ninety-nine  Lodges  being  represented. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  a  learned  and  thoughtful 
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address  on  the  superiority  of  tradition  over  records,  as  a 
means  of  proving  the  origin  of  Masonry,  and  subsequently 
read  his  annual  report  of  the  transactions  of  the  year.  From 
the  latter  we  learn  that  five  dispensations  for  new  Lodges  were 
granted  during  the  year,  a  number  of  applications  having  been 
refused. 

Referring  to  the  new  Grand  Lodge  of  Indian  Territory,  the 
Grand  Master  says : 

“Alpha  Lodge,  by  communication  under  date  of  August 
23d,  requested  instructions  in  regard  to  the  question  of  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian 
Territory,  for  by  its  location  at  Fort  Gibson  it  would  be  within 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  that  Grand  Body  if  regularly 
organized.  Being  advised  th^it  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  was  formed  by  only  three  of 
the  four  Lodges  holding  Charters  in  that  country  from  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas,  and  that  the 
other  one  protested  against  the  organization,  and  learning  that 
the  latter  Grand  Body,  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  postponed 
action  on  the  question  of  recognition,  the  Worshipful  Master 
of  Alpha,  122,  was  advised  to  await  your  formal  recognition. 
Later  advices  indicate  that  at  its  recent  annual  meeting  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Indian  Territory  had 
a  harmonious  session,  and  that  all  of  the  Lodges  in  that 
country  are  willing  to  acknowledge  its  authority.  If  you 
recognize  this  new  Grand  Lodge,  the  annual  returns  and  dues 
sent  up  by  Alpha  122,  for  this  or  the  previous  year,  should 
be  returned  for  the  use  of  this  member  of  the  Masonic 
Union.” 

Mention  is  also  made  in  the  report  of  the  new  Grand 
Lodges  of  Wyoming  Territory  and  the  Province  of  Manitoba. 

On  this  subject  there  was  also  a  special  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence,  addingDakotah  Territory  and 
Prince  Edward’s  Island  to  the  list.  We  have  not  yet  received 
anything  official  from  Dakotah.  The  Committee  recom¬ 
mended  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Wyoming 
and  Dakotah,  and  that  action  upon  the  others  be  postponed. 
There  was  some  discussion  on  the  subject,  and  the  report  was 
recommitted,  but  the  advice  of  the  Committee  as  above  was 
finally  adopted. 
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We  return  to  the  Grand  Master’s  Report  to  note  his  men¬ 
tion,  among  the  fraternal  dead,  of 

“  M.\  W.'.  John  M.  Read,  P.  G.  M.  of  Pennsylvania,  No¬ 
vember  29,  1S74.  There  are  few  whose  lives  teach  more  im¬ 
pressively  the  great  moral  of  the  strength  which  practical  vir¬ 
tue  gives.” 

We  extract  the  following  from  the  decisions,  as  being  of 
interest : 

“24.  Jurisdiction  for  the  trial  of  one  charged  with  an 
offense  against  Masonry  may  be  in  one  of  three  Lodges. 
P’irst,  in  the  Lodge  of  which  the  offender  is  a  member;  sec¬ 
ond,  in  the  Lodge  where  the  offender  resides  or  may  be  found; 
and  third,  in  the  Lodge  within  whose  territory  the  offense  was 
committed. 

“  25.  One  under  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  seek¬ 
ing  restoration,  should  first  pay,  without  reserve,  all  demands 
against  him  at  the  time  of  suspension,  and  then  petition  for 
restoration,  and  though  action  on  his  petition  should  be  un¬ 
favorable,  the  demands  so  paid  cannot,  as  of  right,  be  re¬ 
claimed. 

“  26.  It  is  not  proper  for  a  Lodge  or  its  members  to  pass 
resolutions  commendatory  or  otherwise  of  the  Worshipful 
Master,  nor  is  it  proper  for  a  Lodge  or  its  members  to  enter 
into  an  investigation  of  any  charges  against  the  Master,  such 
inquiries  should  always  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand 
Master  or  Grand  Lodge. 

“  27.  A  Masonic  Lodge-room  may,  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Lodge  (due  regard  always  being  had  for  the  opinions  or  wishes 
of  a  minority  of  the  members)  be  used  by  the  society  known 
as  ‘  The  Grange.’  The  avowed  purpose  of  that  organization 
being  to  cultivate  the  social  virtues  and  foster  intellectual  pur¬ 
suits,  it  is  a  duty  to  encourage  it. 

“28.  An  application  for  dimission  is  not  required  to  be  in 
writing ;  it  may  be  made  in  open  Lodge  by  the  applicant  in 
person,  or  by  another  for  him,  and  if  a  majority  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  present  vote  in  favor  of  granting  the  request,  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  result  of  such  vote  determines  the  membership. 
The  certificate  is  merely  evidence  of  dismission. 

Brother  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Secretary,  as  Chairman, 
submitted  the  report  on  Correspondence,  an  excellent  and 
careful  review  of  forty-five  North  American  Grand  Lodges,  in¬ 
cluding  our  own. 
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He  quotes  Grand  Master  Potter’s  admonition  (in  his  an¬ 
nual  address  on  St.  John’s  Day)  against  “  book-Masons,”  and 
the  tendency  to  rush  into  print  with  Lodge  matters,  and  adds: 

“  The  rebuke  contained  in  these  remarks  is  timely,  and 
should  be  recalled  by  every  Mason  interested  in  upholding 
the  integrity  of  the  Fraternity.” 

Most  Worshipful  Isaac  B.  Sharp,  Deputy  Grand  Master, 'of 
Wyandotte,  was  elected  Grand  Master.  Right  Worshipful 
John  H.  Brown,  of  Leavenworth,  was  re-elected  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  Lodges  (one  under 
dispensation),  6,146’  members.  Increase  172. 


KENTUCKY. 

The  Seventy-fifth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Louisville,  beginning 
October  20th,  1874.  Most  Worshipful  Thomas  J.  Pickett, 
Grand  Master,  presiding,  and  a  large  number  (too  many  to 
count)  of  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master’s  Address  is  short,  but  pithy.  He  opens 
with  a  reference  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  1820,  presided  over 
by  the  illustrious  Grand  Master  Henry  Clay,  and  briefly  re¬ 
fers  to  the  amazing  growth  of  the  Fraternity  in  Kentucky 
since  then,  and  in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  now  graced  by  17 
Grand  Lodges,  with  more  than  4,500  Lodges,  and  considera¬ 
bly  more  than  225,000  members. 

Dispensations  were  issued  for  13  new  Lodges;  several  ap¬ 
plications  having  been  refused. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  that  two  Subordinate  Lodges 
had  commenced  proceedings  in  the  State  Courts  of  Kentucky, 
against  the  Grand  Lodge ,  and  that  he  had  been  served  with 
writs  and  had  employed  counsel.  Without  claiming  to  have 
investigated  the  subject,  we  venture  to  say  that  such  proceed- 
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ings  by  Subordinate  Lodges  look  very  like  insubordination. 
We  would  not  like  to  insure  the  existence  of  the  charter  of  a 
Pennsylvania  Blue  Lodge  that  tried  such  an  experiment.  It 
would  be  lucky  to  last  longer  than  the  next  Quarterly  Com¬ 
munication  of  Grand  Lodge. 

The  afternoon  of  the  second  day  was  devoted  to  the  Re¬ 
ception  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  children  from  the  Masonic 
Widows’ and  Orphans’  Home;  the  noble  charity  of  which  the 
Kentucky  Brethren  are  so  justly  proud.  It  gives  maintenance, 
shelter  and  education  to  129  orphans  (and  also  cares  for  10 
widows)  of  deceased  Brethren.  The  exercises  consisted  prin¬ 
cipally  of  songs  and  recitals  by  the  children,  and  were  pathetic 
and  interesting  to  a  great  degree. 

The  accumulated  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  have  grown 
under  the  prudent  management  of  Bro.  Albert  G.  PIodges, 
who  has  filled  the  responsible  station  of  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Treasurer  since  1845,  and  now  amount  to  $108,777.50, 
and  of  that  sum  there  was  voted,  on  the  recommendation  of 
Bro.  Hodges,  (approved  by  Finance  Committee),  $78,500,  to 
increase  the  Endowment  Fund  of  the  Home.  The  invest¬ 
ments  representing  this  sum,  bear  interest  at  eight  per  cent., 
making  a  permanent  yearly  revenue  devoted  to  this  great 
charity  of  $6,280. 

We  present,  on  this  subject,  the  following  extract  from  Bro. 
Hodge’s  Report,  in  which  this  munificent  donation  was  pro¬ 
posed  : 

“  The  paramount  object,  at  this  time,  is  to  provide  a  fund  by 
which  the  monthly  expenses  of  the  Institution  may  be  promptly 
met,  and  the  inmates  provided  for.  If  any  brother  can  pre¬ 
sent  a  more  feasible  plan  than  the  one  I  have  suggested,  he 
shall  have  my  hearty  co-operation.  All  that  I  desire  is,  to 
see  this  noble  charity  of  the  Masons  of  Kentucky  placed  upon 
such  a  footing  as  that  no  finger  of  scorn  shall  ever  be  pointed 
at  any  one  of  our  brotherhood  because  of  its  failure. 

“  I  hold  no  place  of  any  kind  in  the  Institution,  except  be¬ 
ing  an  humble  life-member.  This  was  secured  by  contribu¬ 
ting  a  sufficient  amount  to  entitle  me  to  a  certificate  of  life- 
membership.  I  only  regret  I  am  not  able  to  take  an  hundred 
life-memberships. 
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“For  the  last  three  or  four  years  I  have  been  a  citizen  of 
Louisville;  I  have  been  a  constant  observer  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  brothers,  who  have  been  acting  as  President  and  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Home,  have  discharged  their  very  onerous  du¬ 
ties.  I  have  never  known  a  more  self-denying,  philanthropic 
set  of  gentlemen  during  my  whole  life.  All  of  them  business 
men— and  the  most  of  them  very  largely  engaged  in  business 
— yet  they  leave  that  business  to  give  their  time,  their  talents, 
their  influence,  and  their  means,  without  any  hope  of  fee  or 
reward,  except  that  of  a  conscientious  discharge  of  duty  as 
men  and  as  Masons,  and  an  ardent  desire  to  see  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  their  brethren  comfortably  cared  for,  and  pro¬ 
tected  from  the  cold  charities  of  the  world.  The  constant  and 
persevering  attention  of  these  Brothers  to  the  great  interests 
confided  to  them — their  care  over  the  beneficiaries  of  this 
noble  charity — is  above  all  praise.” 

The  Grand  Master  reported  no  decisions,  although  he  had 
answered  many  questions,  as  none  were  such  as  could  not 
have  been  settled  by  the  Constitution  and  jurisprudence  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  if  the  brethren  had  taken  the  trouble  to  exam¬ 
ine  them. 

Much  business  of  local  interest  was  transacted. 

Bro.  J.  M.  S.  McCorkle,  Grand  Secretary,  also  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  submitted  the  re¬ 
port  of  that  committee,  presenting  an  able  review  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  45  American  Grand  Lodges,  and  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  in  which  Pennsylvania  is  very  pleasantly 
mentioned. 

We  have  since  received  intelligence  of  the  death  of  this 
venerable  Brother,  March  5,  1875,  at  the  ripe  age  of  76  years, 
at  his  home  in  Louisville  ;  a  loss  pre-eminently  to  his  own 
Grand  Jurisdiction,  but  in  a  great  degree  to  the  Fraternity  at 
large.  He  was  a  noble  specimen  of  our  Ancient  Craft.  A 
gifted  and  honest  man,  and  a  true  Mason. 

“  And  could  Death  charge  through  such  a  shining  shield? 

That  shining  shield  invites  the  tyrant’s  spear, 

As  if  to  damp  our  elevated  aims, 

And  strongly  preach  humility  to  man.” 

Most  Worshipful  Henry  Bostwick,  D.  G.  M.,  of  Coving- 
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ton,  was  elected  Grand  Master.  Grand  Secretary  McCorkle 
was  re-elected.  On  his  decease,  Bro.  John  M.  Todd,  of  Louis¬ 
ville,  was  appointed  Grand  Secretary  pro  tem. 

There  are  480  Lodges,  10  of  which  are  U.  D.  21,549 
members.  Increase  585. 


LOUISIANA. 

The  pamphlet  before  us  contains  the  proceedings  of  several 
communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

1.  Special  Communication ,  held  on  Sunday,  September  20th, 

1874,  to  pay  respect  to  the  remains  of  P.  G.  M.  William  M. 
Perkins;  who  died  in  Chicago,  September  14th,  1874,  while 
on  his  way  home.  A  large  concourse  of  brethren  followed 
him  to  the  grave,  and  he  was  buried  with  the  impressive  cere¬ 
monies  of  our  Ancient  Fraternity. 

“  He  knew  but  one  path — that  of  honor,  integrity,  and  vir¬ 
tue.  His  words  were  always  spoken  in  kindness  and  truth, 
and  in  their  utterance  all  felt  that  he  spoke  them  from  a  heart 
overflowing  with  true  friendship,  morality,  and  brotherly-love.” 

He  was  Grand  Master  for  five  years,  in  1854-7,  and  again  in 
1866. 

2.  Special  Communication ,  held  on  Sunday,  January  10th, 

1875,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  obsequies  of  the  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Treasurer  William  S.  Pike,  who  died 
January  7th,  1875. 

“  He  was  buried  on  the  10th  of  January  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge,  with  the  assistance  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter,  R.  A. 
M.,  and  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commandery,  K.  T.  of  Louisiana, 
after  the  usual  religious  forms  and  Ceremonies  according  to 
the  faith  and  rites  of  the  Catholic  Church  had  been  performed 
by  Rev.  Father  Hebert  of  the  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Con¬ 
ception.  Notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  he 
was  followed  to  his  grave  by  a  number  of  civic  associations  of 


141 


which  he  was  a  member,  and  a  multitude  of  friends  and 
mourners,  who  thus  testified  the  high  estimation  in  which  he 
was  held  by  the  community  that  knew  him  so  well.  But, 
alas!  his  place  here  will  know  him  no  more;  his  friends  here 
will  meet  him  no  more ;  his  enemies — he  had  none.  If  we 
may  judge  of  the  decrees  of  the  All  Righteous  and  Omnis¬ 
cient  Judge,  who  doeth  all  things  well,  by  our  knowledge  and 
appreciation  of  deeds  done  in  the  flesh,  we  need  have  no  fear 
but  our  Brother  has  been  raised  from  this  imperfect  state  of 
toil  and  uneasiness,  through  the  darkness  of  the  grave,  to 
fadeless  light  and  immortal  life  in  that  all  perfect  Temple, 
where  faith  and  hope  end,  and  love  and  joy  prevail  through 
eternal  ages.” 

3.  The  Sixty-third  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  commenced  in  Grand  Lodge  Hall,  New  Orleans,  on 
Monday,  February  8th,  1875.  Most  Worshipful  Michel  Eloi 
Girard,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  and  86  chartered  Lodges 
represented.  Several  others  were  represented  during  the  ses¬ 
sion. 

The  Grand  Master’s  Annual  Address  refers  in  feeling  and 
eloquent  terms  to  the  distinguished  brethren  who  had  died 
during  the  year,  among  them  Past  Grand  Master  Perkins  and 
Grand  Treasurer  Pike.  We  have  quoted  above  extracts  re¬ 
lating  to  them. 

The  Craft  in  Louisiana  is  reported  to  be,  notwithstanding 
serious  drawbacks,  in  a  prosperous  condition ;  on  this  subject 
the  address  says  : 

“Although  there  has  not  been  as  much  work  done  as  in 
other  years,  I  believe  it  is  even  in  a  much  better  condition  than 
for  years  past.  ’Tis  true  our  numbers  may  have  been  less¬ 
ened,  but  that  loss  has  been  a  real  gain.  A  number  of  drones 
only  have  been  stricken  from  our  hives,  a  number  of  loiterers 
have  been  taught  that  the  could  no  longer  eat  our  bread  in 
idleness  and  be  welcome.  A  new  vigor  has  been  thereby  in¬ 
stilled  in  the  body  of  Masonry  in  Louisia’na,  and  much  less  of 
its  strength  will  be  wasted  on  bad  material  that  has  now  be¬ 
come  useless  rubbish.” 

Many  subjects  of  interest  are  ably  discussed  by  the  Grand 
Master,  as,  “  Non-payment  of  Dues”  (on  which  the  opinion  is 
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expressed  that  the  offender,  not  appearing  in  answer  to  a  sum 
mons,  should  be  suspended  ;  and  restored  by  a  majority  vote 
on  payment  of  arrears).  “  Affiliation,”  “Trials,”  and  “  Resig¬ 
nations,”  “  Vacancies,”  “  Elections.”  Under  this  latter  head, 
the  mooted  question  of  the  right  of  the  Senior  Warden  to 
succeed  the  Worshipful  Master  in  case  of  a  vacancy  during 
the  year,  is  handled  with  ability  and  learning.  He  says  : 

“  It  has  been  held  to  be  law  that  an  installed  officer,  es¬ 
pecially  a  W.  M.  cannot  resign  ;  that  the  S.  W.  succeeds  to 
the  duties  of  the  chair  in  the  absence  of  the  W.  M.,  and  some 
have  even  held  this  doctrine  to  the  extent,  that  it  is  the  vested 
right  of  the  S.  W.,  that  no  election  should  be  held  to  fill  a 
vacancy  in  the  Mastership — not  even  in  the  event  of  the  death 
or  removal  of  the  W.  M. 

“  It  is  true  that  an  officer  once  installed  cannot  resign,  but 
only  in  this  sense,  that  he  cannot  do  so  of  his  own  right  and 
power  ;  but  it  does  not  mean  that  if  an  officer  should  tender  his 
resignation,  the  Grand  Master  may  not  accept  it,  if  he  find  that 
it  is  necessary,  or  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Craft  or  a  partic¬ 
ular  Lodge.  It  has  been  often  done ;  and  there  are  very  good 
reasons  why  a  resignation  should  sometimes  be  accepted,  such 
as  protracted  sickness,  incapacity,  unfitness,  etc.,  all  of  which 
are  of  course  within  the  sound  discretion  and  judgment  of  the 
Grand  Master  to  judge  of.  The  right  is  not  in  the  W.  M.  or 
other  officer,  but  the  power  and  prerogative  of  the  Grand 
Master  in  this  matter  cannot  be  denied.  He  may  surely  sus¬ 
pend  the  W.  M.,  or  even  arrest  the  charter  of  the  Lodge — he 
should  certainly  have  power  to  do  less. 

“  It  is  true  also,  that  from  necessity,  the  S.  W.  succeeds  to 
the  duties  of  the  chair  during  an  absence  of  the  W.  M. — this 
should  be  understood  in  a  restricted  sense,  and  evidently  refers 
only  to  a  temporary  absence — of  one  night  only  sometimes — 
and  although  he  may  and  does  temporarily  fill  the  chair,  he  is 
not  a  W.  M.  The  Ancient  Charges  say  :  “  When  a  Lellow 
craftsman  is  chosen  Warden  under  the  Master,  he  shall  be  true 
both  to  Master  and  Lellows,  shall  carefully  oversee  the  work 
in  the  Master’s  absence  to  the  Lord’s  profit,  and  his  brethren 
shall  obey  him.”  And  speaking  of  the  Master,  ’tis  thus  :  “The 
Master  knowing  himself  to  be  able  of  cunning  shall  undertake 
the  Lord’s  work.”  To  me  the  difference  in  the  lauguage  and 
the  words  undertake  and  oversee  is  obvious.  To  oversee  im¬ 
plies  an  obligation  to  carry  out  the  Master’s  designs  during 
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his  absence  under  a  sense  of  accountability  to  him  on  his  re¬ 
turn,  whilst  to  undertake  does  not  convey  the  same  sense  of 
subordination,  but  is  the  act  of  the  responsible  head. 

“  The  Old  Regulations,  compiled  in  1720-1721  from  ancient 
usages  and  old  records,  was  written  thus  :  “  In  case  of  sick¬ 
ness,  death,  or  necessary  absence  of  the  Master,  the  S.  W. 
shall  act  as  Master  pro  tempore ,”  (i.  e.  for  the  occasion)  “  if 
no  brother  is  present  who  has  been  Master  of  that  Lodge 
before,  for  in  that  case  the  absent  Master’s  authority  reverts 
to  the  last  Master  then  present,  though  he  cannot  act  until  the 
said  S.  W.  has  once  congregated  the  Lodge,  or  in  his  absence 
the  J.  W.”  So  that,  according  to  ancient  usages,  all  the  pre¬ 
rogative  and  duty  of  the  S.  W.  was  to  congregate  the  Lodge 
in  the  absence  of  the  W.,M. — if  a  Past  Master  of  that  Lodge 
was  present  the  S.  W.  could  do  nothing  more.  Mark,  also, 
that  nothing  here,  in  1721,  is  said  of  “  next  time  of  choosing,” 
nor  of  “  next  stated  time  of  election.”  It  was  only  in  1723 
(near  about  the  time  of  the  beginning  of  the  schism  in  Eng¬ 
land)  that  this  regulation  was  changed,  and  became  :  “  If  a 
Master  of  a  particular  Lodge  is  deposed  or  dimits,  the  S.  W. 
shall  forthwith  fill  the  Master’s  chair  till  the  next  time  of 
choosing,”  and  in  1813,  at  the  union  of  the  two  Grand 
Lodges,  on  a  revision  of  the  rules  and  regulations  in  force  in 
the  two  fraternities,  this  general  regulation  was  re-enacted,  as 
follows  :  “  If  the  Master  should  die,  be  removed,  or  be  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  S. 
W.  shall  forthwith  act  as  Master  in  summoning  the  Lodge,  till 
the  next  election  of  officers,  and  he  shall,  in  the  Master’s 
absence,  rule  the  Lodge  if  no  former  Master  be  present ;  if  the 
immediate  Past  Master  be  present  he  shall  take  the  chair,  if 
not,  then  the  oldest  Past  Master  present.” 

**  ********* 

“  I  must  also  add  that  in  my  judgment,  it  is  a  very  serious 
error  to  pretend  that  there  should  be  no  election  for  W.  M., 
because  the  S.  W.  necessarily  succeeds  to  the  chair  until  the 
next  stated  time  of  election.  That  is  not  the  law,  the  Ancient 
Charges  contain  no  such  principle  enunciated  or  even  implied, 
and  it  has  never  been  of  any  other  or  higher  legitimate 
authority  than  a  mere  general  regulation  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England,  liable  like  any  other  by-law,  to  be  repealed  or 
amended  and,  as  has  been  declared  by  this  Grand  Lodge  in 
1873,  having  never  had  authority  of  law  in  Louisiana.” 

We  have  given  only  extracts  of  what  is  said,  and  regret  that 
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want  of  space  forbids  the  transfer  of  the  whole  of  that  portion 
of  the  address  relating  to  this  interesting  subject.  We  do  not 
remember  to  have  seen  it  so  thoroughly  discussed  before, 
although  we  are  not  prepared  to  assent  to  all  that  is  said. 

We  extract  one  of  the  “  decisions 

“  Under  our  regulations,  any  work  done  at  a  meeting  held 
in  the  absence  of  the  W.  M.  and  both  Wardens,  is  illegal  and 
null.” 

No  dispensations  for  new  Lodges  were  issued. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  the  amounts  received  from 
all  sources  for  the  relief  of  Brethren  in  the  overflowed  district 
of  Louisiana,  to  be  $28,483.50.  (We  are  pleased  to  see  that 
Pennsylvania  heads  the  list,  contributing  one-fourth  of  the 
whole.)  So  much  was  not  needed,  but  the  committee  expend¬ 
ed  only  $13,029.65,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Grand  Treas¬ 
urer’s  hands  of  over  $15,000. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master,  this  balance 
was  disposed  of  by  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  balance  unexpended  of  the  overflow  re¬ 
lief  fund,  be  invested  under  the  auspices  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Hall,  the  income  thereof,  to  be 
annually  turned  over  to  Louisiana  Relief  Lodge,  No.  1. 

“  Provided ,  That  should  occasion  require,  such  as  the  late 
or  another  overflow  or  an  epidemic,  the  Board  of  Directors  be 
authorized  to  expend,  of  the  principal,  such  portion  as  may  by 
them  be  deemed  necessary.” 

Louisiana  Relief  Lodge,  No.  I,  is  formed  expressly  for  the 
purpose  of  succoring  Brethren  from  other  jurisdictions.  A 
better  disposition  of  the  fund  could  hardly  have  been  made. 

R.  W.  Bro.  William  R.  Whitaker,  J.  G.  W.,  submitted  the 
Report  on  Correspondence,  a  long,  able,  and  carefully  con¬ 
sidered  document,  reviewing  the  North  American  and  several 
Eluropean  Grand  Lodges.  Our  own  slender  pamphlet  for 
1873,  receives  full  notice;  all  the  items  of  interest  are  mentioned 
in  the  kindest  and  most  fraternal  manner.  The  last  address 
of  G.  M.  Bro.  Saml.  C.  Perkins,  is  quoted  with  approval ;  the 
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report  of  the  Building  Committee  of  the  New  Temple,  is  re¬ 
ferred  to,  with  well-deserved  praise;  Grand  Master  Potter’s 
inaugural  is  epitomized  ;  and  the  “  one  page  ”  report  of  Bro. 
Dechert,  from  this  Committee,  is  mentioned  as  dealing  “  in  a 
few  generalities,”  with  an  extract  from  the  explanatory  note, 
showing  why  the  usual  review  was  not  published  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

We  have  already  filled  more  space  with  the  review  of  the 
Proceeding  of  Louisiana,  than,  injustice  to  other  jurisdictions 
and  our  limits,  is  a  fair  proportion.  Yet  we  cannot  refrain 
from  quoting  Bro.  Whitaker’s  conclusions  on  a  subject  which 
has,  to  no  small  extent,  exercised  our  own  minds,  and  which 
he  has  treated  with  much  clearness,  viz.:  “  What  are  the 
Landmarks,  and  where  may  we,  of  modern  times,  look  for 
them  with  confidence  and  safety?”  Reviewing  Bro.  Pier¬ 
son’s  Report  on  Correspondence  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Minnesota,  Bro.  Whitaker  says: 

“  Bro.  Pierson’s  theory  is,  ‘  that  the  whole  of  the  ancient 
land-marks  proper  may  be  comprised  within  the  number  XII.’ 
Some  say  six,  and  some  claim  ten  times  that  number.  They 
were  not  very  clearly  enumerated  and  defined  a  great  while 
ago,  and  no  considerable  commission  of  our  most  learned 
brothers,  archaeologists,  historians,  theorists  and  jurisconsults, 
would  be  anything  like  unanimous  on  the  subject  to-day. 

“  In  the  ‘  General  Regulations,’  compiled  in  1720,  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  1721,  we  find  it 
provided,  in  Article  XXXIX,  that  ‘every  Annual  Grand  Lodge 
has  an  inherent  power  and  authority  to  make  new  Regulations 
or  to  alter  these,  for  the  real  benefit  of  this  Ancient  Fraternity: 
Provided  always,  that  the  old  Landmarks  be  carefully  preserved , 
etc. 

“  If  we  take  it  that  nothing  having  a  later  origin  than  these 
‘  General  Regulations,’  can  be  considered  a  landmark,  we  have 
a  certain  date  by  which  to  limit  the  number  of  these  precepts, 
about  which  we  have  certainly  two  clear  ideas — that  they  can¬ 
not  be  changed,  and  that  they  must  always  be  respected  in 
legislation,  regulation  and  discipline.  If  we  can  allow  the 
claim,  to  be  regarded  as  a  landmark,  of  any  practice  or  prin¬ 
ciple,  arising  from  the  necessities  of  altered  conditions,  at  a 
period  later  than  1720,  we  open  the  door  to  the  whole  modern 
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Masonic  code,  or  a  great  part  of  it.  We  should  thus  expose 
ourselves  to  uncertainty,  mutations  and  disagreements,  con¬ 
cerning  what  we  all  insist  is,  in  verity,  like  the  law  of  the 
Medes  and  Persians,  ‘  that  altereth  not.’ 

“  If,  then,  we  take  nothing  of  modern  origin  into  our  list  of 
landmarks,  how  are  we  to  determine  what  they  were  in  1720? 

“  In  the  ‘  manifesto  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Lodge  of 
Antiquity,’  issued  in  1778,  we  get  at  what  some  Masons 
thought  then  on  this  subject.  1  he  manifesto  accuses  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  of  a  violation  of  the  ancient  land¬ 
marks.  It  claims  that  the  Antiquity  Lodge,  otherwise  called 
the  Old  Lodge  of  St.Paul,  conjointly  with  three  other  Lodges, 
constituted  themselves  into  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1717,  and  in 
1721,  with  16  other  Lodges,  created  from  i7i7to  1721,  adopt¬ 
ed  the  Book  of  Constitutions,  including  the  above  quoted 
Article  XXXIX,  containing  certain  conditions  and  restrictions 
on  the  power  of  the  newly  created  Grand  Lodge  ;  that  ‘  by 
these  prudent  precautions,’  (the  stipulations  of  conditions,) 

‘  the  Ancient  Landmarks  (as  they  are  properly  styled)  of  the 
four  old  Lodges  were  to  be  secured  against  any  encroachments, 
on  their  Masonic  rights  and  privileges.’  Elsewhere  in  the 
manifesto,  its  promulgators  declare  the  preservation  of  ‘  the 
ancient  rights  and  privileges  of  the  order’  to  be  their  object. 
They  claim  to  regard  these  as  endangered  by  alleged,  but  not 
detailed  violations  of  the  landmarks.  It  is  thus  pretty  evident 
that  these  members  of  the  Lodge  of  Antiquity,  about  half  a 
century  after  the  symbolic  element  of  our  institution  had 
become  its  dominant,  firmly  established  and  permanent  charac¬ 
teristic,  interpreted  the  ancient  landmarks  to  be  the  practice 
and  precepts  enforced  and  taught  in  the  four  old  Lodges,  and 
preservative  the  ancient  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 
This  interpretation  of  Article  XXXIX  certainly  is  reasonable. 
Where  shall  we  look  for  trustworthy  information  upon  those 
usages  and  teachings?  Fortunately  we  are  not  compelled  to 
rely  upon  the  uncertainties  of  oral  tradition,  or  the  fanciful  state¬ 
ments  of  mere  theorizers.  The  old  constitutions  and  charges 
of  the  Craft  (of  which  our  present  speculative  system  is  the 
manifest  outgrowth)  furnish  much  light.  Many  of  them,  of 
dates  prior  to  the  origin  of  Grand  Lodges,  are  in  print,  and 
within  reach.  The  authentic  character  of  most  of  these  docu¬ 
ments  is  beyond  question,  and  though  silent  as  to  the  ritual 
of  our  ancient  Brethren,  as  to  the  principles  and  rules  of  the 
Craft,  they  are  full  of  instruction  of  a  definite  kind,  as  are  the 
‘charges’  adopted  with  the  ‘  general  regulations  ’  from  which 
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we  have  quoted.  Some  of  these  old  charges  are  not  fit  for 
present  use,  owing  to  the  progress  of  society.  We  could  not 
insist,  for  example,  on  enforcing  the  rule  that  no  Brother 
should  enter  a  town  at  night  unaccompanied  with  another,  to 
bear  witness  when  called  on,  ‘that  he  was  in  honest  company.’ 
Others  of  the  old  charges  refer  to  the  duties  of  the  operative 
Mason,  without  direct  and  apparent  applicability  to  our  pres¬ 
ent  system.  Into  some  of  these  a  symbolic  meaning  may  be 
forced,  but  such  interpretations  are  generally  dangerous  for 
uncertainty.  There  is  much  remaining,  however,  which  we 
recognize  and  enforce  as  Masonic  law  to-day,  and  never 
knowingly  dispute.  In  the  old  records  and  documents  of  the 
Craft  alone  can  we  hope  to  find  tangible  evidence  of  what  were 
in  1720  the  ‘  ancient  ’  landmarks  of  Masonry  ;  and  it  is  fortu¬ 
nate  for  us,  in  the  settlement  of  this  vexed  and  interesting 
question,  that  the  researches  of  such  Masonic  laborers  as 
Hughan,  Lyon,  Findel,  Woodford  and  some  few  others, 
have  been  so  fruitful  of  success.  In  the  field  laid  open  mainly 
by  the  efforts  of  these  able  and  diligent  co-workers,  there  is 
room  for  critical  examination,  collation  and  comparison,  and 
for  the  elimination,  from  the  mass  of  their  collections,  of 
something  approaching  certainty  as  to  the  ancient  landmarks.” 

M.  W.  John  Graham  Fleming,  D.  G.  M.,  of  New  Orleans, 
was  elected  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  James  C.  Batchelor,  M.  D.,  Grand  Secretary,  of 
same  place,  was  re-elected. 

There  are  162  Lodges  (2  of  which  are  U.  D).  The  number 
of  members  has  probably  decreased  slightly  since  last  year — 
present  number  about  7,700. 


MAINE. 

The  Grand  Lodge  began  its  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Communi¬ 
cation  in  Masonic  Hall,  Portland,  on  Tuesday,  May  4th,  1875. 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  David  Cargill,  presiding. 
156  chartered  Lodges  being  represented. 

The  Grand  Master’s  Address  reports  that  the  year  has  been 
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one  of  prosperity  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  of  peace  and  har¬ 
mony  among  the  subordinates. 

He  refers  in  appropriate  language  to  the  death,  on  the  6th 
of  March,  of  Past  Grand  Master  Timothy  Chase,  one  of  the 
veterans  of  the  Craft  in  Maine.  He  had  been  Grand  Master 
in  1854.  He  was  upwards  of  80  years  of  age,  and  for  “nearly 
threescore  of  years  he  had  been  a  consistent  and  devotee 
Mason.”  We  quote  the  following  from  the  report  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  presented  by  Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond: 

“In  1865,  a  new  Lodge  was  formed  in  Belfast  and  named 
Timothy  Chase  Lodge  in  his  honor  ;  and  he  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  it,  and  so  remained  till  his  death. 

“  It  has  been  deemed  a  hazardous  experiment  to  name  a 
Lodge  for  a  living  man ;  but  this  Lodge  has  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  no  stain  mars  the  name  it  bears,  but  his  char¬ 
acter  and  example  reflect  honor  upon  it.” 

An  engraved  portrait  of  this  venerable  Mason  forms  a 
frontispiece  to  the  volume  of  Proceedings. 

We  return  to  the  excellent  address  to  make  a  few  extracts, 
showing  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  on  questions  asked 
and  cases  presented.  These  are  his  very  sensible  views  on 
“  Non-affiliation 

“A  great  many  questions  in  regard  to  dimits  have  been  pre¬ 
sented  to  me  for  decision.  Some  of  our  Lodges  hold  to  the 
idea  that  no  member  is  entitled  to  a  dimit,  unless  he  is  to  leave 
the  place  and  connect  himself  with  some  other  Lodge.  Others 
contend  that  no  Brother  should  have  a  dimit  unless  he  give 
his  reasons  why  he  wishes  it  in  open  Lodge,  and  then  submit 
the  same  to  vote  of  the  Lodge,  for  those  present  to  determine 
whether  they  are  sufficient  to  allow  him  to  leave  the  Lodge. 

“  I  know  of  no  authority  any  Lodge  has  for  withholding  a 
dimit  from  any  Brother  in  good  standing,  and  clear  of  the 
books.  I  am  aware  that  in  some  instances  a  withdrawal  of 
certain  Brethren  from  a  Lodge  might  be  a  great  disadvantage; 
yet  I  hold  that  any  Brother  wishing  to  leave,  and  having  ful¬ 
filled  all  his  obligations  to  the  Lodge,  should  not  be  hindered 
in  so  doing.  Non-affiliation  I  dislike  very  much,  yet  if  Breth¬ 
ren  wish  so  to  do,  I  think  they  must  be  left  free.” 

No  one  doubts  the  obligation  resting  upon  every  Mason  “to 
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belong  to  a  Lodge,  and  be  subject  to  its  By-Laws  and  Regu¬ 
lations,”  but  Freemasonry,  as  an  institution,  cannot  afford  to 
coerce  unwilling  men  into  maintaining  a  connection  with  it. 
For  our  own  sake,  “  they  must  be  left  free .” 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  decisions  : 

“  Any  Lodge  has  the  right  to  take  the  funds,  to  hire  help  if 
need  be,  to  take  care  of  their  sick. 

“  A  Brother  applies  for  a  certificate  of  membership.  The 
Secretary  refuses  to  give  it.  What  is  to  be  done  ? 

If  the  Brother  is  in  good  standing  in  the  Lodge,  his  request 
should  be  granted.  If  not  in  good  standing,  charges  should 
be  filed  against  him  and  he  be  summoned  for  trial. 

“  No  member  of  any  other  Lodge  has  the  right  to  visit,  if 
any  member  objects  to  such  Brother’s  sitting  in  the  Lodge. 

“  Any  Brother  on  trial  for  Masonic  offenses,  must  be  allowed 
the  privilege  of  being  present  when  evidence  is  being  pre¬ 
sented  against  him,  and  may  cross-examine  the  witnesses,  if 
he  so  choose,  or  have  counsel  do  it  for  him. 

“A  man  sent  a  petition  into  a  Lodge  for  the  degrees  of 
Masonry,  signed  by  a  friend,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Lodge, 
and  the  Lodge  received  the  petition,  although  no  money  for 
the  same  was  with  it,  and  referred  it  to  a  Committee  of  Inquiry. 
In  due  time  the  committee  reported,  a  ballot  was  taken,  and 
the  man  declared  rejected.  Was  the  rejection  legal,  and 
should  it  be  so  recorded  ? 

“  The  Lodge  erred  in  not  having  the  petition  signed  by  the 
applicant  before  receiving  it,  and  a  fee  with  it,  both  being  con¬ 
trary  to  requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge;  but  these  errors 
do  not  annul  the  ballot.  The  man  put  (or  suffered  to  be  put 
for  him)  his  petition  into  the  Lodge  for  the  degrees  of  Ma¬ 
sonry,  and  he  must  abide  the  result.  I  therefore  decide  that 
he  was  legally  rejected.” 

We  congratulate  Grand  Treasurer  Dodge  on  attaining  his 
majority  in  that  station.  He  was  elected  in  1853,  and  has 
held  the  office  since  by  successive  re-elections  for  21  years. 

Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence,  presented  an  able  and  most  instructive  re¬ 
port,  to  which,  within  any  reasonable  limits,  we  cannot  possi¬ 
bly  do  justice.  Our  “Abstract,”  for  1873,  is  reviewed. 

10 
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We  take  (with  thanks)  the  totals  from  his  table  of  Statistics 
of  the  Craft  in  North  America,  evidently  prepared  with  care: 


Members  ------  585,269 

Raised  -  37.984 

Admitted  and  Restored  -  17,091 

Withdrawn,  -----  18,472 

Expelled,  -  -  -  -  -  -  1,117 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  dues,  -  12,620 

“  Other  causes,  -  563 

Died,  -  -  -  -  -  6,357 

Rejected,  ------  8,871 


On  which,  he  makes  the  following  remarks  : 

“  We  give  our  usual  Table. 

“It  will  be  perceived  upon  comparison  with  our  table  of 
last  year,  that  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  membership 
in  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Missouri,  Ohio,  and  Vermont. 
In  the  cases  of  Florida  and  Georgia  one  reason  probably  is  a 
lack  of  full  returns  ;  in  Arkansas  the  same  reason  also  holds, 
but  probably  there  was  an  error  in  the  figures  of  last  year ;  in 
Missouri  there  must  have  been  an  error  in  the  Grand  Secretary’s 
table  of  last  year,  or  there  is  one  this  year,  as  the  membership 
apparently  has  fallen  off  over  1200,  while  we  are  satisfied  that 
there  has  been  an  actual  increase.  In  Vermont  there  has  here¬ 
tofore  been  no  recapitulation,  and  our  count  last  year,  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  erroneous.  We  are  sorry  not  to  find  any  statistics 
this  year,  in  the  otherwise  nearly  perfect  Proceedings  of  Fouisi- 
ana.  Our  statistics  from  Pennsylvania  are  so  old  as  to  be  of 
but  little  value.” 

Unwillingly  we  leave  this  interesting  paper,  quoting  only 
the  conclusion: 

“  In  examining  the  history  of  an  old  Fodge  during  the  past 
year,  we  have  been  most  forcibly  struck  with  the  gradual 
change  that  one  hundred  years  has  effected  in  our  policy. 
There  has  been  a  growing  tendency  to  introduce  the  money 
element  into  Masonry.  The  tendency  of  the  day  is  to  mutual 
insurance  in  the  pecuniary  sense.  A  large  number  of  organi¬ 
zations  have  been  formed  upon  this  principle.  The  idea  seems 
to  be  insidiously  creeping  into  the  minds  of  Masons,  that 
Masonry  would  be  more  valuable  to  the  world  by  giving  it  a 
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money  value.  In  some  jurisdictions,  it  has  been  proposed  to 
introduce  the  system  of  dues  and  benefits :  in  others,  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  take  the  mutual  insurance  organizations  under  the 
control  and  protection  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ;  while  in  none, 
have  Grand  Lodges  prohibited  the  use  of  the  word  “  Masonic” 
in  connection  with  them.  Also,  we  are  constrained  to  say, 
after  much  thought  and  confessed  modification  of  previous 
opinions,  that  the  system  of  enforced  membership,  on  account 
of  payment  of  dues,  is  a  great  stride  in  the  same  direction, 
and  leads  to  the  same  result. 

“  Of  the  effect  of  such  a  radical  change  in  the  Institution, 
we  have  no  heart  to  speak ;  every  one  must  see  that  it  would 
be  a  death  blow  to  Freemasonry. 

“We  trust  our  Brethren  in  every  jurisdiction  will  consider 
this  matter  again,  and  determine  whether  there  is  not  great 
cause  for  alarm  ;  and  if  so,  that  they  will  give  their  best  en¬ 
deavors  to  prevent  such  a  calamity.” 

Most  Worshipful  Albert  Moore,  D.  G.  M.,  of  North  An¬ 
son,  was  chosen  Grand  Master.  Right  Worshipful  Ira  Berry, 
of  Portland,  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  174  Lodges  (two  of  which  are  U.  D.).  18,725 

members.  Increase,  455. 


MANITOBA. 

“An  influential  meeting  of  Brethren ”  from  the  chartered 
Lodges  of  the  Province,  was  held  in  the  city  of  Winnipeg, 
April  28th,  1875,  at  which  it  was  determined  to  call  a  repre¬ 
sentative  convention  from  all  the  Lodges  in  the  Province  “for 
the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  present  state  of 
Masonry  in  this  Province,  and  to  proceed,  if  decided,  to  the 
formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge  for  the  Province  of  Manitoba.” 

The  circular  was  duly  issued,  and  in  conformity  therewith, 
the  Convention  assembled  in  Masonic  Hall,  Winnipeg,  on 
Wednesday,  May  12th,  1875.  Right  Worshipful  Bro.  George 
Black,  D.  D.  G.  M.,  was  voted  to  act  as  Chairman.  A  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Credentials  having  been  appointed,  reported  that 
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th  ree  Lodges  were  duly  represented,  and  the  Convention  was 
opened  with  prayer. 

It  was  agreed  that  each  Lodge  represented  be  entitled  to 
three  votes,  and  each  Past  Master  present  to  one  vote. 

A  Committee  having  been  appointed  to  prepare  Resolutions, 
reported  the  following,  which  were  unanimously  adopted : 

“Whereas  Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  British  North 
America  Act,  Manitoba  has  been  formed  a  separate  and  dis¬ 
tinct  province,  and  as  such  is  legally  recognized  as  one  of  the 
confederated  provinces  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada; 

“  And  whereas,  There  is  no  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
existing  in,  or  claiming  jurisdiction  over  said  province; 

“And  whereas,  There  are  three  constitutionally  chartered 
Lodges  in  active  existence  therein; 

“And  whereas,  Said  Lodges  are  here  duly  and  constitu¬ 
tionally  represented  as  Lodges; 

“  And  whereas,  This  Convention  is  of  opinion  that  the  har¬ 
mony,  peace  and  highest  interests  of  Masonry  in  the  Province 
of  Manitoba,  require  that  a  Grand  Lodge  be  formed  in  and 
for  said  province  and  on  the  following  conditions  : 

“  That  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Canada  be  adopted,  mutatis  mutan¬ 
dis  with  the  following  amendment : 

“  That  all  bearing  upon  the  office  of  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  be  struck  out. 

“  And  that  this  Convention  is  in  the  exercise  of  its  inher¬ 
ent  rights  and  constitutional  usage  and  acting  under  and  by 
the  instructions  of  their  respective  Lodges. 

“  1st.  Resolved ,  That  a  Grand  Lodge  be  and  is  hereby  de¬ 
clared  duly  established  on  the  Constitution  just  named. 

“  2d.  Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be 
‘The  Most  Worshipful  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.’ 

“  3d.  Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  have,  hold  and 
exercise  for  ever  full  and  sovereign  jurisdiction  in  and  over 
said  province.” 

A  resolution  of  respect  and  affection  to  the  Mother  Grand 
Lodge  of  Canada,  was  adopted,  and  the  Convention  proceeded 
to  the  election  and  installation  of  Grand  Officers. 
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M.  W.  Bro.  Rev.  Dr.  W.  C.  Clarke,  of  Winnipeg,  was 
elected  Grand  Master. 

Rev.  John  H.  Bell,  of  same  place,  was  elected  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 

There  are  3  Lodges,  returning  164  members  in  June,  1874. 


MARYLAND. 

We  have  two  pamphlets  from  this  Jurisdiction. 

I.  The  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
Nov.  1 6,  1874,  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Baltimore.  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  presiding.  88  Lodges 
represented. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  the  opening  of  his  address,  announced 
the  death  of  P.  G.  M.  Charles  Goodwin,  who  died  August  7, 
^74,  aged  77  : 

“A  man  of  great  uprightness  of  character,  a  most  worthy 
citizen  fulfilling  in  an  exemplary  manner  all  social  and 
domestic  ties,  he  was  at  the  same  time  an  earnest  and  zealous 
Mason,  who  in  the  high  office  to  which  he  was  elected,  and 
which  calls  for  this  brief  notice,  maintained  the  dignity  of 
Grand  Master,  with  a  personal  kindness  which  made  friends 
of  all  his  Brethren.” 

The  address  takes  advanced  ground  on  the  question,  which 
is  much  discussed  now  in  some  quarters,  of  the  powers  and 
prerogative  inhering  to  the  office  of  Grand  Master  of  Masons. 
A  difficulty  had  existed  as  to  the  location  of  a  new  Lodge, 
and  both  parties  had  appealed  to  the  Grand  Master.  It  seems 
that,  in  his  judgment,  natural  justice  was  on  one  side,  while 
the  plain  provisions  of  positive  enactment  supported  the  other. 
The  Grand  Master,  therefore,  brought  the  matter  before  the 
Grand  Lodge,  that  a  settlement  might  be  effected,  if  possible, 
in  conformity  with  the  law. 

He  then  said  : 

“  The  occasion  is  not  inopportune  for  the  Grand  Master  to 
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express  here  his  opinion  in  regard  to  what  he  has  already- 
called  his  Supreme  Prerogative — his  power  to  override  a  con¬ 
stitutional  provision.  Dating,  as  Masonry  does,  long  anterior 
to  the  adoption  of  written  limits  to  supreme  authority,  and 
finding  the  authority  of  its  Grand  Masters  in  an  unwritten  law 
essentially  traditional,  and  known  as  the  Ancient  Landmarks, 
all  constitutional  forms,  when  what  we  now  call  constitutions 
came  into  use,  necessarily  received  their  validity  and  binding 
force  from  the  power  of  those  who  adopted  them  ;  and  these 
being  the  subordinate  of  the  Order,  to  permit  them  to  be 
absolute  in  their  legislation  would  be  to  admit  the  authority 
of  the  inferior  to  impose  laws  upon  the  superior.  Fully  re¬ 
cognized  as  this  view  is  in  the  subordinate  Lodges,  to  say  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Master  being  the  creature  of 
the  subordinates  could  exercise  no  authority  that  the  subor¬ 
dinates  did  not  in  terms  grant,  would  be  to  take  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  its  dignity  and  make  it  the  servant,  in  place  of 
being  the  master.  To  carry  the  rule  of  the  subordinate  Lodge 
which  makes  the  Master  supreme  and  without  having  his  de¬ 
cisions  impeached  there,  into  the  Grand  Lodge  is,  as  appears 
to  your  Grand  Master,  the  only  safe  rule,  consistent  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Masonic  Order  and  with  the  Ancient  Landmarks. 

“And  in  the  judgment  of  the  Grand  Master,  this  view  of 
his  power  is  practically  the  best  and  the  wisest.  There  are 
few  human  laws  that  may  not  be  made  at  times  to  operate  in¬ 
justice — and  carefully  considered  even  as  every  article  of  our 
Constitution  has  been,  it  can  still  be  understood  that  it  may  be 
made  to  work  injury  to  the  Order,  if  there  is  no  paramount 
authority.  Take  for  instance,  a  case  like  the  present — not  the 
present  case,  be  it  understood.  Imagine  a  neighborhood  of 
Masons,  all  anxious  to  become  affiliated,  and  a  body  of  appli¬ 
cants  in  every  way  qualified  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  a  Lodge, 
all  circumstances  calling  for  the  establishment  of  one,  and  yet 
the  establishment  dependent  upon  the  caprice  of  the  nearest 
Lodge,  already  in  existence,  which  refuses  for  no  good  reason 
to  give  the  constitutional  recommendation.  In  a  case  like  this 
the  only  protection  which  the  applicants  and  the  Masons 
around  them  could  properly  have,  would  be  the  dispensing 
power  of  the  Grand  Master  overruling  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution.  Without  multiplying  instances,  it  is  enough  to 
say  that  this  is  not  the  only  one  that  might  occur. 

“  But  the  Grand  Master  holds  that  while  this  power  exists 
it  should  never  be  exercised  but  in  the  last  extremity,  and  only 
upon  most  thorough  conviction  of  the  necessity  calling  for  it. 
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The  Grand  Master  who  would  use  it  lightly  would  be  subject 
to  the  gravest  censure.  Entertaining,  as  he  does,  these  views, 
the  Grand  Master  has  hoped  all  along  that  the  amicable  ad¬ 
justment  of  the  difference  in  connection  with  Choptank  Lodge, 
which  has  called  for  their  expression,  would  render  it  unneces¬ 
sary  for  him  to  enquire  into  the  facts  closely  enough  to  enable 
him  to  determine  whether  this  was  an  occasion  for  their  ex¬ 
ercise.” 

The  Committee  on  the  Address  reported  that  they  coinci¬ 
ded  with  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Master,  “  both  in  regard  to 
his  power,  and  the  very  infrequent  occasions  on  which  that 
power  should  be  exercised.”  The  report  was  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

A  brief  Report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  40  North  American  Grand  Lodges,  (absolutely  without 
quotations)  was  presented  by  Bro.  John  M.  Carter,  Chairman, 
in  which  our  Abstract  for  1873,  is  mentioned. 

II.  The  Semi-Annual  Communication  was  held  in  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Temple,  Baltimore,  May  10,  1875,  Grand  Master  La- 
trobe,  presiding,  79  Lodges  represented. 

From  the  excellent  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  we  are 
pleased  to  learn  that  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
are  in  a  better  condition  than  heretofore,  with  every  prospect 
of  further  improvement. 

The  proceedings  were  mainly  concerning  matters  of  local 
interest.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Indian  Territory  was  recog¬ 
nized.  Grand  Master  Latrobe  is  the  Maryland  representative 
of  the  new  Grand  Body. 

M.  W.  John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  of  Baltimore,  Grand  Master, 
and  R.  W.  Jacob  H.  Medairy,  of  same  city,  Grand  Secretary, 
were  both  re-elected. 

There  are  93  Lodges,  5,968  members.  Decrease  81. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  one  hundred  and  forty-first  Annual  Grand  Communi¬ 
cation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple, 
Boston,  December,  9,  1S74.  Most  Worshipful  Sereno  D. 
Nickerson,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  and  173  Lodges  being 
represented. 

The  Grand  Master’s  address  is  confined  almost  exclusively 
to  a  report  of  his  official  doings,  and  to  suggestions  on  topics 
of  local  interest.  Among  other  things  he  urges  the  Brethren 
to  take  action  to  procure  the  re-printing  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  since  its  formation,  concluding  his  remarks 
on  that  subject,  as  follows: 

“  The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  we  may  feel  war¬ 
ranted  in  appropriating  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  for 
purposes  legitimately  requiring  the  care  and  attention  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  not  immediately  connected  with  its  pressing 
necessities  and  liabilities.  Prominent  among  these  objects  is, 
in  my  judgment,  the  maintenance  of  the  claim  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  to  have  been  the  fountain  head  from  which  sprang  the 
Masonry  of  this  country,  after  the  re-organization  in  England 
in  1717.  This  claim  has  recently  been  attacked  from  various 
quarters  ;  in  some  cases  by  young  Brethren  whom  a  ‘  little 
knowledge  ’  has  led  to  hasty  and  unwarranted  conclusions, 
and  in  other  cases  by  some  who  are  from  inclination,  habit  and 
very  nature  unbelievers  and  destructives.  The  most  effectual 
answer  to  these  assailants,  and  the  only  one  consistent  with 
our  dignity,  is  the  production  of  such  evidence  as  may  be 
afforded  by  our  records  and  archives.  In  the  hands  of  a  compe¬ 
tent  committee  the  result  cannot  fail  to  be  a  valuable  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  Masonic  history  of  the  country  and  one  which  the 
Fraternity  has  a  right  to  expect  from  us  at  the  earliest  period 
possible.” 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors  with  full 
powers.  We  sincerely  trust  that  the  recommendation  will  be 
carried  into  effect.  A  healthy  interest  has  sprung  up  among 
the  Craft  on  the  subject  of  American  Masonic  history,  and  the 
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archives  of  the  venerable  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts 
must  teem  with  interesting  and  instructive  matter,  which  is 
now  practically  beyond  the  reach  of  the  “  young  Brethren,” 
however  zealous  students  they  may  be.  It  can  hardly  be  said 
that  the  origin  of  Masonry  in  America  has  been  so  thoroughly 
investigated  and  so  definitely  settled  as  to  be  en  tirely  beyond 
being  called  into  question,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  Grand 
Master  Nickerson  did  not  omit  from  his  address  the  remarks 
derogatory  to  those  who  have  awakened  the  discussion.  They 
are  sadly  out  of  keeping  with  the  quiet  dignity  which  has 
characterized  his  addresses  and  other  papers  presented  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  hitherto,  within  the  last  two  years.  It  is  doubt¬ 
less  very  annoying  to  have  one’s  settled,  and  we  may  say, 
cherished,  beliefs,  made  the  subjects  of  irreverent  doubt,  but  it  is 
an  experience  which  most  men  of  positive  character  have  had 
in  their  progress  through  life;  and  the  enlightened  judgment 
of  the  present  age  is  apt  to  receive  personal  abuse  of  an  an¬ 
tagonist,  as  in  some  measure  a  confession  of  weakness — as 
indicative  of  a  desire  to  employ  the  fallacy  which  in  the  school 
books  is  called  the  ignoratio  elenchi,  or  more  popularly,  the 
avoiding  of  the  point  actually  in  dispute,  by  introducing 
another,  as  to  which  there  is  really  no  question.  If  the  evi¬ 
dence  which  can  be  produced  will  really  show  that  Masonry 
in  Massachusetts  antedates  the  rest  of  the  continent,  none  will 
be  more  open  to  conviction  than  our  brethren  in  this  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  but  it  cannot  be  expected  that  all  investigation  will  be 
stopped  by  classing,  honest  and  disinterested  inquirers  as 
“  unbelievers  and  destructives.”  We  have  no  wish  in  the 
matter  except  that  the  truth  may  be  made  known,  and  we 
sincerely  hope  that  the  discussion  of  this  question— which  is 
inevitable,  whatever  the  result  may  be — will  be  conducted  in 
such  a  spirit  that  the  truth  may  not  become  clouded  under 
personal  feeling. 

At  this  Communication  the  annual  election  for  Grand  Officers 
was  held,  and  Right  Worshipful  Brother  Percival  Lowell 
Everett,  of  Boston,  (Deputy  Grand  Master,)  was  chosen 
Grand  Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  Charles  H.  Titus,  of 
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Boston,  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.  These,  with  the 
other  elected  and  appointed  Grand  Officers,  were  duly  installed 
at  a  Stated  Communication  held  for  the  purpose,  December 
29,  1874,  (near  St.  John’s  Day).  The  installation  ceremonies 
are  given  somewhat  in  detail,  and  were  extremely  impressive, 
lliey  included  the  presentation  to  the  Grand  Master-elect  of 
the  Golden  Urn,  containing  a  lock  of  Washington’s  hair,  which 
was  presented,  in  1801,  to  Grand  Master  Dunn,  at  his  installa¬ 
tion  and  has  passed  since  to  each  incumbent  of  the  Oriental 
chair,  with  the  insignia  of  his  office.  In  presenting  it,  Grand 
Master  Nickerson  said: 

“  This  sacred  relic,  which  I  received  from  my  predecessor 
in  1871,  I  now  place  in  your  hands,  and  I  charge  you  to 
religiously  preserve  it,  and  when  your  Grand  Mastership  termi¬ 
nates,  to  deliver  it  to  your  successor  with  a  charge  similar  to 
that  with  which  you  now  receive  it.” 

At  the  Festival  Communication,  a  Past  Grand  Master’s 
jewel,  adorned  with  diamonds,  was  presented  to  Brother 
Nickerson,  the  retiring  Grand  Master,  by  the  venerable  Past 
Grand  Master  Winslow  Lewis,  on  behalf  of  Winslow  Lewis 
Lodge,  of  which  Brother  Nickerson  is  a  Past  Master.  We 
note,  from  Brother  Nickerson’s  eloquent  remarks  on  the 
occasion,  that  his  successor  in  the  Oriental  chair  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  is  also  a  Past  Master  of  the  same  Lodge. 

Brother  Grand  Secretary  in  his  report,  mentions  the  receipt 
of  our  proceedings  for  1873. 

We  have  also  received  a  pamphlet  containing  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  June  9,  1875,  and 
of  two  subsequent  Special  Communications  of  June  17,  and 
July  3- 

At  the  June  Quarterly,  Most  Worshipful  Percival  L. 
Everett  presided,  and  109  Lodges  were  represented. 

The  apron  worn  by  La  Fayette  at  the  laying  of  the  corner 
stone  of  Bunker  Hill  Monument;  and  the  apron  owned  and 
worn  by  General  Joseph  Warren,  Past  Grand  Master,  were 
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both  presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  presentation  of 
La  Fayette’s  apron  was  made  by  a  Brother  (Francis  C. 
Whiston,)  who  was  present,  as  one  of  the  Marshals  of  the 
day,  June  17,  1825,  when  the  corner  stone  of  the  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  was  laid,  and  who  received  from  the  hands  of  the 
Marquis  de  La  Fayette,  the  Masonic  apron  which  he  had 
worn  during  the  ceremonies  ;  and  the  resolution  of  the  thanks  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  was  moved  by  Past  Grand  Master  John  T. 
Heard,  who  remembered  vividly  the  visits  of  La  Fayette  to 
Boston  in  1824,  and  1825,  and  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone 
of  the  monument  in  the  latter  year. 

The  apron  of  General  Warren  was  presented  by  his  heirs 
to  Hon.  Benjamin  Russell,  who  was  Past  Grand  Master  of 
Massachusetts  in  1813-15.  It  was  by  him  presented  to 
Captain  Josiah  Sturgis  who  by  his  will  bequeathed  it  as 
follows  :  “I  will  and  bequeath  to  the  heirs  of  the  Hon.  Benja¬ 
min  Russell,  a  Royal  Arch  Mason’s  Apron,  formerly  his 
property,  to  be  by  them  presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts,  if  they  deem  it  necessary  so  to  do.”  It  was 
presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge  with  appropriate  remarks  by 
Brother  S.  D.  Nickerson,  Past  Grand  Master,  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  unanimously  voted  to  the  two  daughters  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Russell,  who  had  made  the  donation,  a  life  annuity  of 
$100  each. 

The  Special  Communication  of  June  17,  1875,  was  held  to 
celebrate  the  one  hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  death  of  Past 
Grand  Master  Joseph  Warren,  by  taking  part  in  a  grand 
civic  and  military  procession,  by  invitation  of  the  Municipal 
authorities  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  festivities  closed  with 
a  banquet  given  by  St.  Andrew’s  Lodge,  (of  which  General 
Warren  was  a  Past  Master,)  at  a  building  occupying  the  site 
of  “  the  old  Green  Dragon  Tavern,  a  place  made  eminent  a 
century  ago,  by  the  Masonic  Communications  there  held.” 

The  Special  Communication  of  July  3,  1875,  was  convened 
“for  the  purpose  of  Commemorating  the  Centennial  Cele¬ 
bration  of  that  day  when  our  illustrious  Brother,  General 
George  Washington,  under  the  old  Elm  at  Cambridge, 
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assumed  command  of  the  Colonial  Forces,  soon  to  become, 
under  his  generalship,  the  Army  of  the  United  States.” 

The  ceremonies  were  of  the  most  interesting  character. 

Most  Worshipful  Percival  L.  Everett,  Boston,  Grand 
Master. 

Right  Worshipful  Charles  H.  Trrus,  Boston,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary. 

There  are  210  Lodges.  25,451  members.  Increase  1,224. 


MISSOURI. 

The  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  in  Freemason’s  Hall,  St.  Louis,  beginning  October 
12,  1875.  M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  W.  Luke,  in  the  chair, 
and  179  Lodges  represented. 

The  annual  Address  is  well  described  by  the  Committee 
appointed  to  report  upon  it  as  “  an  able  Masonic  document, 
characterized  by  clearness  of  expression,  honesty  of  purpose, 
and  plain  dealing.” 

From  among  the  sixteen  “  decisions,”  we  quote  a  few  : 

“  A  petition  for  the  degrees,  signed  with  a  cross-mark, 
cannot  be  received.  Petitioners  must  be  able  to  write  their 
names. 

“  It  is  the  right  of  a  visitor  to  a  Lodge,  should  he  desire  it, 
to  be  assured  of  its  being  a  legal  Lodge  by  an  exhibition  to 
him  of  the  charter,  but  not  before  he  has  been  properly 
vouched  for,  or  has  passed  a  satisfactory  examination. 

“  It  is  improper  for  a  Lodge,  as  such,  to  attend  the  funeral 
of  a  deceased  brother,  except  to  perform  the  last  rites  (Ma¬ 
sonic)  at  the  grave,  or  to  escort  the  remains  to  the  place  of 
embarkation  whence  they  are  to  be  conveyed  out  of  its  juris¬ 
diction  for  interment. 

“  The  widow  of  a  Master  Mason,  when  she  marries  a  pro¬ 
fane,  loses  thereby  all  claims  on  the  Fraternity.  Should  the 
decree  of  a  court  of  law  grant  her  a  divorce  from  her  second 
husband,  it  cannot  make  her  in  fact  a  widow,  or  restore  her 
Masonic  privileges.” 
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The  Grand  Lodge  did  not  entirely  agree  with  Grand  Master 
Luke  in  the  decision  quoted  second — but  adopted  the  follow¬ 
ing  as  their  view  of  the  subject : 

“  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  a 
visiting  brother  has  the  right,  after  he  has  taken  the  test  oath, 
to  call  for  and  see  the  charter  under  which  the  Lodge  works.” 

We  are  led  to  anticipate  a  little,  our  review  of  Bro.  Grand 
Secretary’s  Report  on  Correspondence,  to  quote  his  remarks 
on  the  same  subject,  which  we  find  in  his  review  of  Louisiana  : 

“  Relative  to  visitors  calling  for  charters,  there  is  a  great 
deal  more  of  humbug  in  that  than  appears  at  first  sight.  Not 
one  visitor  in  a  thousand,  or  ten  thousand,  ever  calls  at  the 
door  of  a  Lodge,  of  whose  legality  he  has  the  slightest 
doubt ;  and  if  he  has  any,  and  calls  for  the  charter,  he  then 
knows  just  about  as  much  of  its  authenticity  as  he  does  of 
the  original  decrees  of  China. 

“  No,  from  personal  observations  of  years,  we  are  satisfied 
that  the  great  bulk  of  such  visitors  call  for  the  charter  just  to 
show  how  smart  and  important  they  are;  and  the  way  we  get 
around  such  fellows  is  simply  this  :  We  ask  him  if  he  came 
here  to  visit  a  Masonic  Lodge,  and  he  says,  yes,  and  he  wants 
to  see  the  charter,  we  merely  say  that  we  are  using  it  as  a 
part  of  the  Lodge,  and  if  he  wants  to  see  it  he  must  prove 
himself  worthy  to  go  in  and  look  at  it  in  its  proper  place,  and 
if  he  is  able  to  get  in  and  does  not  find  the  charter  there,  then 
he  can  retire  without  having  held  Masonic  communication 
with  a  clandestine  Lodge.  As  a  general  thing,  such  ‘  smart 
Alexs  ’  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  Is  a  Masonic  Lodge 
they  are  trying  to  visit,  and  as  it  is  a  rule  to  be  examined,  they 
had  better  stand  the  test  and  go  through  in  the  good  old  way. 
However,  on  two  occasions  we  had  visitors  who  said  they 
had  heard  that  there  were  clandestine  Lodges  in  the  city,  and 
that  they  knew  the  signature  and  seal  of  our  Grand  Lodge, 
and  would  be  better  satisfied  to  see  our  warrant.  Now  there 
was  some  sense  and  reason  in  such  a  request,  and  it  was 
granted,  the  Lodge  suspending  work  for  a  moment.  But  for 
a  person  who  does  not  know  one  charter  from  another  to  de¬ 
mand  it,  like  a  grand  Tycoon,  it  is  simply  ridiculous.” 

What  Bro.  Gouley  says  of  the  average  knowledge  of  those 
who  demand  to  see  the  charters  of  the  Lodges  they  wish  to 
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visit,  is  doubtless  true;  but  it  is  also  the  fact  that  there  are  many 
bodies  calling  themselves  Masons,  who  are  not  such,  and  it  is 
perhaps  better  to  go  through  the  form,  even  if  it  be  an  empty 
one,  of  producing  the  charter,  than  to  insist  that  a  Brother 
shall  submit  to  an  examination,  without  at  least  giving  him  the 
opportunity  which  he  demands,  to  satisfy  himself  of  the  regu¬ 
larity  of  the  body  in  whose  precincts  he  finds  himself  called 
upon  to  prove  his  title  to  enter  an  open  Lodge  of  A.  F.  &  A. 
Masons.  We  think  the  Grand  Lodge  was  right. 

We  return  to  the  Grand  Master’s  Address,  to  quote  what 
he  says  on  the  subject  of  “  Past  Masters,”  and  their  relation 
to  Symbolic  Masonry : 

“  The  question  is  asked,  ‘  What  are  the  respective  rights 
and  status  of  Actual  and  Virtual  Past  Masters,  and  under  what 
control  is  the  Past  Master  Degree  ?’ 

“  An  actual  Past  Master  is  one  who  has  received  the  degree 
as  the  Worshipful  Master  elect  of  a  legally  constituted  Lodge 
of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  A  Virtual  Past  Mas¬ 
ter  is  one  who  has  received  it  as  one  of  the  Chapter  Degrees. 

“  It  will  suffice  for  the  purpose  of  elucidating  the  subject  to 
say  that  the  Past  Master  Degree  was  originally,  and  still  is, 
part  of  the  installation  ceremony  of  the  Master-elect  of  a 
Lodge.  It  was,  with  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  under  the  ex¬ 
clusive  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  when  none  but  Mas¬ 
ters-elect  could  receive  it,  except  by  special  dispensation,  and 
none  but  Past  Masters  could  be  exalted  to  the  Royal  Arch. 

“  When  the  Grand  Lodges,  as  is  generally  the  case  in  this 
country,  relinquished  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  jurisdiction  over 
the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  they  also  conceded  a  partial  control 
of  the  Past  Master  Degree,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  retained 
the  provision  that  only  Past  Masters  should  receive  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree,  but  they  have  modified  the  requirement  by 
allowing  the  Past  Master  Degree  to  be  conferred  on  any  who 
were  considered  worthy  to  receive  the  Royal  Arch  Degree, 
and  under  this  regulation  the  Past  Master  Degree  has  in  part 
become  one  of  the  system  of,  and  under  the  same  control  as, 
the  other  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

“  A  recipient  of  the  degree,  however,  in  the  Chapter  can 
claim  no  rank  or  distinction  in  a  Symbolic  Lodge,  unless  he 
should  afterwards  be  duly  elected  to  preside  as  Worshipful 
Master  over  a  regularly  constituted  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and 


163 


Accepted  Masons,  when,  he  being  so  far  duly  qualified,  there 
would  be  no  necessity  of  his  again  receiving  the  degree  as 
part  of  the  ceremony  of  instaling  him  into  office  of  Worship¬ 
ful  Master. 

“  With  this  definition  of  the  status  of  a  Virtual  Past  Mas¬ 
ter,  and  the  control  of  the  degree  in  connection  with  Capitular 
Masonry,  it  remains  to  consioer  the  same  with  reference  to 
Actual  Past  Master  in  Symbolic  Masonry. 

“  The  Worshipful  Master-elect  of  a  Lodge  receives  the  de¬ 
gree  as  a  part  of  the  installation  ceremony,  without  which  he 
is  not  qualified  to  preside  ;  and  none  other  than  a  Worshipful 
Master-elect  can  receive  it,  though  some  years  ago  this  Grand 
Lodge  deemed  it  necessary  that  Wardens  should  also  receive 
the  degree.  That  rule  has  become  obsolete. 

“  To  determine  how  it  is  controlled,  the  enquiry  suggests 
itself :  Who  has  the  authority  to  convene  a  Lodge  of  Past 
Masters,  and  to  install  the  Master-elect  of  a  Lodge  ?  Primarily, 
it  is  with  the  Grand  Lodge  or  the  Grand  Master,  then  with 
the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  who  by  law  are  authorized 
to  install  the  officers  of  newly  constituted  Lodges,  but  it  is 
the  right  of  every  present  Worshipful  Master  of  a  chartered 
Lodge  to  install  his  successor.  Except  by  his  request  no  one 
else  can  do  so  ;  and  it  is  his  duty  to  install  him,  or  to  see  that 
it  is  done  by  some  competent  Past  or  Presiding  Master,  be¬ 
fore  he  can  surrender  his  charge  to  his  successor. 

“  It  follows,  then,  that  a  Lodge  of  Actual  Past  Masters, 
opened  by  any  other  authority  than  as  before  mentioned, 
*  would  be  illegal,  and,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  a  Chap¬ 
ter  Past  Master  has  means  of  recognition  tG  prove  himself 
in  any  Lodge  of  Past  Masters,  the  following  is  in  evident 
conclusion  : 

“ Decision . — A  Virtual  or  Chapter  Past  Master  has  the  right 
to  sit  in  a  Lodge  of  Actual  Past  Masters,  but  has  not  the  right 
to  preside  therein,  or  to  confer  the  degree,  unless  he  should 
have  become  a  Present  or  Past  Presiding  Master  of  a  legally 
constituted  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  then  can  only  preside  at  the  request  of  the  W.  M.  who 
has  the  authority  to  convene  such  a  Lodge. 

“  Whether  an  Actual  Past  Master  of  Symbolic  Masonry  can 
sit  in  a  Lodge  of  Chapter  Past  Masters,  is  for  the  Chapters  to 
determine.” 

The  practice  in  the  various  jurisdictions  as  to  the  “  degree 
of  Past  Masters,”  is  not  by  any  means  uniform.  In  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  for  instance,  the  Grand  Lodge  has  not  conceded  to  any 
body,  control  of  the  P.  M.  degree,  and  no  one  can  here  be¬ 
come  a  P.  M.  without  either  being  elected  W.  M.  of  a  regular 
Lodge,  or  upon  a  dispensation  granted  by  the  Grand  Master. 
The  subject  is  too  large  to  venture  on  in  this  report,  as  we 
have  before  remarked,  (see  Illinois) — but  we  do  venture  to 
say,  that  the  history  of  “  the  P.  M.  Degree  ”  remains  to  be 
written. 

Two  dispensations  for  new  Lodges  were  granted  during  the 
year,  and  fifteen  were  refused,  the  Grand  Master  believing  that 
an  undue  increase  in  the  number  of  Lodges  is  one  of  the  evils 
under  which  the  Craft  is  now  suffering.  We  agree  with  him 
entirely.  We  leave  several  portions  of  this  very  interesting 
address  which  we  had  marked  to  notice,  to  pass  on  to  other 
matters. 

Bro.  Geo.  Frank  Goulev,  Grand  Secretary,  submitted  a 
“Special  Report  on  Scotland,’’  giving  the  correspondence  be¬ 
tween  himself,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri, 
and  the  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland,  on  a  question  of  jurisdiction.  Very  briefly 
stated,  the  facts  were  that  a  citizen  of  Missouri,  residing  in  the 
city  of  St.  Joseph,  applied  for  initiation  to  a  Lodge  there,  and 
was  rejected.  Subsequently,  being  on  a  visit  to  Scotland,  (his 
native  country)  he  was  accepted  and  received  the  three  degrees 
in  a  Lodge  at  Paisley.  Returning  home  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
he  was  refused  masonic  recognition,  under  the  regulations  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri.  By  the  authority  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  Bro.  Gouley  addressed  a  very  sensible  and  proper  let¬ 
ter  of  complaint  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Scotland,  and,  receiving  no  reply  from  him,  wrote  to  the 
Grand  Master  of  Scotland,  taking  the  precaution  to  forward 
that  communication  through  the  obliging  Right  Worshipful 
John  Hervey,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng¬ 
land.  To  this  letter  an  answer  was  received  as  follows : 

“Villa  Panmure,  Cannes,  > 

Alpes  Maritimes,  France,  March  29,  1870.  \ 

“  Sir  and  Brother — I  have  only  this  day  received  your 
letter  of  the  25th  of  January  last,  in  which  you  call  my  atten- 
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tion  to  the  fact  that  an  American  citizen  has  been  initiated  into 
the  Craft,  passed  and  raised,  in  a  Lodge  in  Paisley.  I  confess 
that  I  can  see  no  irregularity  in  this,  and  should  certainly  not 
consider  it  a  subject  of  grievance  if  any  Lodge  in  Missouri 
did  the  same  to  a  countryman  of  mine,  who  might  desire  in 
that  country  to  join  them.  If  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland 
had  proposed  to  erect  a  Lodge  hailing  under  her  banner  in 
Missouri,  that  would  have  been  an  invasion  of  your  jurisdic¬ 
tion  which  could  not  be  justified;  but  I  hold  that  any  Lodge 
on  the  face  of  the  globe,  being  satisfied  that  a  man  is  of  full 
age  and  of  sound  morals,  may  admit  him  to  membership,  of 
whatever  nation  he  may  be.  Such  is  my  individual  opinion, 
but  I  shall  submit  your  letter  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  to  as¬ 
certain  if  the  Grand  Lodge  takes  my  view  of  the  matter,  and 
likewise  that  he  may  explain  the  other  matters  referred  to  in 
your  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours  fraternally, 

DALHOUSIE, 

Grand  Master  of  Scotland. 

“  My  address,  and  the  Grand  Secretary’s,  is  Freemasons’ 
Hall,  Edinburgh.” 

Several  letters  were  afterwards  written  to  the  Grand  Master 
of  Scotland,  but  no  further  acknowledgment  of  them  was  re¬ 
ceived.  Indeed,  as  was  stated  in  the  report  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Missouri : 

“  This  Grand  Lodge  has  never  been  recognized  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  beyond  the  visitation  of  members 
of  Lodges ;  and,  as  it  is  a  rule  with  that  Grand  Body  to  hold 
no  official  communication  except  after  such  recognition  has 
been  officially  exchanged,  that  circumstance  has  rendered  it 
doubly  difficult  for  me  to  correspond,  as  it  were,  in  the  dark 
and  addressing  the  air,  as  there  was  no  surety  that  a  single 
letter  ever  reached  the  body  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  was  acted 
upon,  beyond  the  fact  learned  through  Right  Worshipful  Bro. 
Blackie,  of  Tennessee,  that  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  report  of 
its  Board  of  General  Purposes,  confirmed  the  views  of  the 
then  Grand  Master,  Earl  Dalhousie.” 

The  subject  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  whose  re¬ 
port  was  adopted,  concluding  as  follows : 

“  We  yield  this  point  of  jurisdictional  right  so  far  as  the 
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Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  and  other  European  jurisdictions 
are  concerned,  while  reaffirming  the  principle  and  usage  in 
our  relations  with  American  Grand  Jurisdictions;  thus  assert¬ 
ing  anew  the  cosmopolitan  spirit  of  our  wide-spread  brother¬ 
hood. 

“  We  recognize  the  universal  jurisdiction  which  has  so  long 
prevailed  among  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Europe,  without  yield¬ 
ing  or  in  any  degree  compromising  the  principle  which  is  one 
of  the  safeguards  of  the  Order  in  America,  and  firmly  adher¬ 
ing  as  ever  to  a  resistance  of  any  Grand  Lodge  planting  sub¬ 
ordinate  Lodges  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  Grand 
Lodge  whose  sovereignty  we  have  recognized,  and  which 
principle  has  been  so  properly  recognized  also  by  the  Grand 
Master  of  Scotland  in  his  letter  of  March  29th,  1870. 

“  This  view  and  disposition  of  the  case  involves  a  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  citizen  of  Missouri,  who  was  made  a  Mason  while 
a  sojourner  in  Scotland,  as  a  legally  made  Mason.” 

The  case  is  an  interesting  one,  especially  now,  when  the 
question  of  “jurisdiction  ”  is  receiving  so  much  attention. 

P.  G.  Master  Stansbury,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
present,  and  addressed  the  Grand  Lodge,  on  behalf  of  the 
Washington  Monument  Society,  and  on  the  report  of  a  special 
committee,  the  claims  of  the  Society  were  commended  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  subordinate  Lodges. 

Bro.  Geo.  Frank  Gouley,  the  Committee  on  Correspon¬ 
dence,  submitted  an  excellent  report,  prepared  in  his  usual 
dashing  style,  in  which  our  Abstract  for  1874  receives  ex¬ 
tended  and  fraternal  notice. 

Speaking  of  Grand  Master  Potter’s  address,  he  says : 

“  He  alluded  in  feeling  terms  to  the  death  of  Past  Grand 
Masters  Samuel  H.  Perkins,  died  May  22,  1874,  and  John 
M.  Reed,  died  November  26,  1874.  Immediately  succeeding 
this,  a  Quarterly  Communication  was  held,  at  which  was  an¬ 
nounced  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  James  Page,  who 
died  April  6,  1875,  and  Past  Grand  Master  Lucius  H.  Scott, 
who  died  April  22,  1875,  thus  recording  the  death  of  four 
distinguished  Past  Grand  Masters  and  prominent  citizens  in 
the  space  of  about  twelve  months.  Such  a  mortality  is 
almost  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  any  Grand  Lodge. 

“  They  were  all,  without  exception,  much  more  than  ordi- 
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nary  men,  both  in  social  and  public  life,  and  not  only  has  the 
venerable  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State,  but  the  city  itself,  great 
cause  to  mourn  their  death.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  did  all  in  its  power  to  show  proper  respect  to 
their  good  names  and  memory  by  proper  testimonials  and  re¬ 
view  of  their  valuable  lives,  in  the  neat  memorial  pamphlets 
before  us.  It  is  an  additional  honor  to  the  name  of  Brother 
Page,  who,  on  account  of  his  age,  worth  and  experience,  had 
filled  almost  every  important  office  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  who,  along  with  the  ten  thousand  Craftsmen,  would 
have  followed  his  remains,  but  that  he  requested  the  absence 
of.  all  public  display,  which  request  was  faithfully  adhered  to. 

“  He  was  not  the  kind  of  a  man  to  pay  much  value  to  ex¬ 
pensive  funeral  pageants,  but  rather  preferred  that  his  works 
should  live  after  him,  and  that  such  a  noble  example  has  been 
set  by  one  above  all  others  best  able  to  do  it.  We  hope  the 
era  of  great  and  costly  funerals  will  pass  away,  and  that  the 
money  too  often  thus  spent  on  account  of  those  least  able  to 
bear  it,  may  be  better  applied  to  the  needy  widow  and  chil¬ 
dren.” 

Of  our  report  last  year,  Bro.  Gouley  has  much  to  say, 
taking  issue  most  decidedly  with  some  of  the  views  expressed 
by  us,  and  especially  objecting  to  the  opinion  that  the  Grand 
Master  may  make  a  Mason  at  sight,  which,  as  well  here,  as  in 
other  portions  of  his  report,  he  emphatically  denies. 

We  had  marked  several  parts  of  this  very  readable  paper 
for  quotation,  but  Missouri  has  occupied  much  space  already 
and  we  forbear. 

M.  W.  James  E.  Cadle,  (S.  G.  W.)  of  Chillicothe,  was 
elected  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Geo.  Frank  Gouley,  of  St.  Louis,  was  re-elected 
Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  489  Lodges.  22,822  members.  Decrease  1010. 
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MICHIGAN. 

The  Thirty-first  Annual  Grand  Communication  was  held 
at  Merrill  Hall,  Detroit,  on  Tuesday,  January  26,  1875, 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  William  L.  Webber,  presid¬ 
ing.  297  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master’s  Annual  Address  was  delivered,  referring 
generally  to  the  condition  of  the  Craft  throughout  the  Grand 
jurisdiction,  and  giving  such  information  as  would  enable  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  judge  whether  the  trusts  committed  to  his 
hands  had  been  properly  fulfilled. 

Under  the  caption  “jurisprudence”  many  questions  had  been 
presented  during  the  year  for  decision,  which  he  reported, 
together  with  the  answers  thereto ;  among  which  are  the 
following  : 

“  Question .  A  member  of  a  Lodge,  who  is  a  man  of  good 
character,  is  in  good  standing  and  clear  of  all  charges  on  the 
Lodge  books,  applies  for  a  dimit.  In  his  application  he  gives 
no  reason  therefor  ;  but  it  is  understood  among  the  members, 
that  the  reason  is  because  the  work  and  associations  of  the 
Lodge  have  become  distasteful  and  unattractive  to  him  by  rea¬ 
son  of  his  peculiar  views.  It  is  understood  that  he  does  not 
intend  to  remove  from  the  jurisdiction,  nor  apply  to  any  other 
Lodge.  Should  a  dimit  be  voted  him  under  such  circum¬ 
stances  ?  ” 

“Answer.  Art.  16,  Sec.  9,  of  Grand  Lodge  Regulations  pro¬ 
vides  that  a  dimit  may  be  applied  for,  the  reasons  therefor 
being  given.  It  was  held  by  Grand  Master  McCurdy  that  this 
application  must  be  in  writing,  and  this  was  approved  by  the 
Grand  Lodge.  The  Regulations  require  the  reasons  for 
the  application  to  be  given,  and  this  should  be  in  writing. 
The  reasons  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  applicant ;  and  it  would 
be  sufficient  for  him  to  allege  that  by  reason  of  the  peculiar 
views  held  by  him,  the  work,  etc.,  of  the  Lodge  was  not  agree¬ 
able  to  him.  But  the  question  still  arises  :  Suppose  his  appli¬ 
cation  in  writing,  with  the  reasons  given  also  in  writing ; 
should  the  Lodge  vote  him  a  dimit  unless  he  proposes  to  join 
some  other  Lodge?  On  this,  while  I  agree  fully  with  those 
who  hold  membership  to  be  a  duty,  yet  I  do  not  hold  that  non- 
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affiliation  merely,  is  such  a  Masonic  offense  as  will  subject  the 
non-affiliated  to  Masonic  charges.  The  strength  of  a  Lodge 
consists  more  in  the  unity  and  harmony  of  its  members  than 
in  their  number.  If,  therefore,  any  become,  for  any  reason  not 
affecting  moral  character,  disaffected,  and  wish  to  withdraw,  it 
is  better  to  allow  them  to  do  so,  the  Lodge  is  strengthened  by 
so  doing.  But  in  such  case  the  Brother  withdrawing  is  not 
entitled  to  a  certificate.  The  vote  of  the  Lodge  on  the 
Brother’s  request  severs  the  membership.  The  certificate  can 
only  be  useful  in  case  he  desires  to  unite  with  some  other 
Lodge.  When  the  reasons  given  are  such  as  to  show  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  intention  to  unite  with  another  Lodge,  no  certificate 
or  written  dimit  should  be  given. 

“  Question  I.  When  a  Brother  applies  to  the  Lodge  for 
membership  in  due  form  and  is  regularly  elected,  but  neglects 
to  sign  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Lodge,  is  he  a 
member  of  the  Lodge  ? 

“2.  Is  it  the  duty  of  a  Lodge  to  notify  a  Brother  of  his 
election  to  membership? 

“ Answer  1.  The  Brother  asking  to  become  a  member, 
promises  in  his  application,  to  conform  to  the  rules,  etc.,  of  the 
Lodge;  and  the  Lodge  having  considered  the  application, and 
by  unanimous  ballot  having  acceded  to  his  request,  the  Brother 
becomes  a  member  of  the  Lodge  even  if  he  neglects  to  sign 
the  By-Laws. 

“  2  Yes.  He  is  not  supposed  to  be  present  when  the  ballot 
is  taken,  and  should  be  notified  of  the  result. 

“ Question .  A  Master  Mason,  a  member  of  a  Lodge  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  applies  to  our  Lodge  in  the  State  of  Michi¬ 
gan  for  membership.  He  sends  his  petition,  but  it  is  not 
accompanied  by  a  dimit,  as  required  by  Sec,  3  of  Art.  16  of  the 
General  Regulations.  In  lieu  of  the  dimit,  however,  he  sends 
a  communication  to  the  effect  that  his  Lodge  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  informs  him  that  under  the  new  Regulations  of  that 
State  a  dimit  cannot  be  granted  him  until  he  becomes  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  some  other  Lodge.  What  action  shall  we  take  upon 
the  petition?  Is  it  competent  to  receive  it,  or  how  shall  we 
dispose  of  it? 

“Answer.  This  question  has  been  presented  from  all  parts 
of  the  State,  and  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  a  solution  I  ad¬ 
dressed  a  letter  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  upon  the  subject.  I  received  from  him  a 
reply,  from  which  I  quote.  Speaking  of  the  Regulations  in 
that  State,  he  says  :  ‘  The  Regulation  referred  to  was  adopted 
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by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  June  last,  with  a  view  to  prevent  non¬ 
affiliation,  which  at  that  time  assumed  mammoth  proportions, 
and  under  it,  no  Lodge  is  allowed  to  grant  a  dimit  to  one  of 
its  members  in  any  case.  The  law  provides  that  when  a 
Brother  applies  to  another  Lodge  for  affiliation,  and  furnishes 
his  Lodge  with  a  certificate  to  that  effect,  the  Lodge  of  which 
he  is  a  member  must  grant  the  dimit,  and  send  it  to  the  Lodge 
in  which  his  petition  is  pending,  and  in  case  of  the  rejection  of 
the  petition  the  Lodge  is  requested  to  return  the  dimit  to  the 
Lodge  granting  it.’ 

“  Under  the  present  condition  of  the  law  in  the  two  Grand 
Jurisdictions,  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  such  case  is 
as  follows : 

“  Let  the  Brother  from  the  State  of  New  York  who  desires 
to  affiliate  with  the  Lodge  in  Michigan,  where  he  now  resides, 
present  his  petition  stating  therein  the  name  and  number  of  the 
Lodge  where  his  membership  exists,  with  post  office  address 
of  its  Master  or  Secretary,  and  present  it  to  the  Lodge  where 
he  desires  to  join.  The  Lodge  may  receive  his  petition  so  far 
as  to  direct  the  Secretary  to  place  it  on  file,  and  thereupon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Lodge  to  which  it  is  presented  will  write  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Lodge  in  which  the  Brother’s  membership 
exists  in  the  State  of  New  York  ;  state  the  fact  that  a  petition 
had  been  presented  ;  and  ask  that  the  dimit  may  be  granted 
and  sent  to  the  Lodge  in  Michigan,  which  dimit  shall  be  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Lodge  thus  sending  it,  in  case  the  petitioner  is 
not  elected.  After  the  dimit  is  received  let  the  petition,  with 
the  dimit,  be  referred  to  a  committee,  who  will  report  after  one 
lunar  month  in  the  usual  way,  when  a  ballot  can  be  had,  and, 
if  clear,  the  dimit  can  be  canceled,  and  the  membership  becomes 
complete;  in  which  case  the  Lodge  sending  the  dimit  should 
be  notified  of  the  election,  that  the  Brother’s  name  may  be 
taken  from  their  books. 

“  Question.  Has  a  Lodge  a  right  to  vote  money  from  its 
treasury  to  relieve  the  necessities  of  a  destitute  non-afifiliated 
Mason,  and  for  his  funeral  expenses  ? 

“Answer.  Yes.  A  Lodge  has  a  right  to  vote  money  from 
its  treasury  for  any  charitable  purpose.  A  Mason  does  not 
cease  to  be  one  by  ceasing  to  be  a  member  of  the  Lodge.  In 
the  case  which  you  have  supposed,  it  would  be  a  great  wrong 
if  a  Mason,  who  had  taken  his  dimit  from  one  Lodge  with  a 
view  to  joining  with  others  in  the  work  of  building  up  a  new 
Lodge,  and  before  his  purpose  was  accomplished,  should  be 
taken  sick  and  die, — and  our  Masonry  would  be  of  little  value 
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and  entitled  to  little  respect  from  the  world, — should  we  allow 
him  to  suffer  simply  because  he  did  not  happen,  at  the  time, 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Lodge.  Masonry  existed  before  Lodges, 
and  the  rights  of  Masons,  as  such,  are  independent  of  member¬ 
ship.  I  agree  that  every  Mason  should  be  a  member  of 
some  Lodge,  but  failing  to  be  a  member  of  a  Lodge  tempo¬ 
rarily  is  not  necessarily  a  Masonic  offense.  Our  Lodges,  I 
think,  should  be  so  conducted  as  to  make  it  desirable  for  all 
non-affiliated  Masons  to  become  members  with  us,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  promoting  their  own  good  and  their  own  happiness. 
If  we  undertake,  however,  to  force  them  into  membership  we 
shall  neither  do  them  good  nor  strengthen  ourselves;  for  mem¬ 
bership  as  well  as  Masonry  should  be  purely  voluntary.” 

The  Grand  Master  took  occasion  to  congratulate  the  Craft 
on  its  generally  prosperous  condition  throughout  the  State,  and 
suggested  that  the  great  body  of  Masonry  was  moving  forward 
in  its  great  work,  guided  by  wisdom,  supported  by  strength, 
and  adorned  with  beauty. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  by  Grand 
Secretary  Foster  Pratt,  is  an  able  paper,  and  among  other 
things,  he  reports  having  received  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  year  1873,  which  he  considered 
but  a  brief  abstract  occupying  but  5  2  pages  of  pamphlet,  partic¬ 
ularly  as  the  year  was  so  full  of  Masonic  importance  to  his 
jurisdiction.  Pie  takes  occasion,  however,  to  say  that  a  Memo¬ 
rial  volume  was  promised  which  had  not  been  received. 

Most  Worshipful  George  H.  Durand,  (D.  G.  M.,)  was  elected 
and  installed  Grand  Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  Foster 
Pratt  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  321  Lodges,  (5  being  U.  D.)  26,051  members. 

Increase  1,054. 


MINNESOTA. 

The  Twenty-second  Annual  Grand  Communication  was 
held  in  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  City  of  St.  Paul,  on  Tuesday, 
January  12th,  1875.  Most  Worshipful  Charles  Griswold, 
Grand  Master,  presiding.  67  Lodges  represented. 
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The  Annual  Address  of  the  Grand  Master  was  presented 
and  read  ;  its  speaks  feelingly  of  the  many  blessings  the  Craft 
were  enjoying,  and  that  it  became  them  to  look  up  with  thank¬ 
ful  hearts  and  reverential  joy,  to  the  Giver  of  every  good  and 
perfect  gift,  for  the  opportunity  offered  them  of  again  meeting 
in  Annual  Grand  Communication. 

■  Among  his  decisions,  the  following  appear  worthy  of 
notice : 

“  While  a  deceased  non-affiliate  is  not  entitled  to  Masonic 
burial,  yet  it  may  be  accorded  him  by  courtesy,  or  as  a  favor. 
Masons  are  not  always  responsible  for  not  being  in  Lodge 
membership.  Not  unfrequently  they  are  kept  out  through 
the  influence  of  some  personal  enemy,  who,  too  mean  and 
cowardly  to  meet  his  Brother  face  to  face,  sneaks  behind  the 
cover  afforded  by  the  ‘  black  ball,’  the  more  securely  to 
vent  his  petty  spite  and  strike  his  Brother  in  the  dark.  In 
view  of  these  and  other  circumstances  which  sometimes  abso¬ 
lutely  compel  well-meaning  Brethren  to  remain  outside  the 
Lodge,  there  should  be  room  left  for  the  Worshipful  Master 
to  exercise  his  discretion  in  determining  whether  or  no  a  de¬ 
ceased  non-affiliate  should  receive  Masonic  burial. 

“  A  Brother  who  has  been  regularly  dimitted  from  a  Lodge 
loses  his  certificate  of  the  same.  What  can  be  done  for  his 
relief?  Answer.  Let  the  W.  M.  of  the  Lodge  by  whom  it 
was  granted  direct  the  Secretary  to  make  out  and  forward  a 
true  copy  thereof,  writing  upon  it  the  word,  ‘  copy,’  or  ‘dupli¬ 
cate,’  and  stating  in  addition  that  the  original  is  lost. 

“  ‘  Can  a  Subordinate  Lodge  proceed  to  try  a  Past  Master  for 
acts  committed  by  him  while  Master?’  In  reply  I  would  say 
that  for  his  official  acts  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  is  alone  amen¬ 
able  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  to  the  Grand  Master  when  the 
Grand  Lodge  is  not  in  session  ;  hence  the  Lodge  cannot  call 
a  Past  Master  to  an  account  for  his  official  acts  while  Master, 
but  for  any  other  acts  committed  by  him  during  his  official 
term,  involving  a  Masonic  offense,  a  Lodge  may  proceed  to 
try  a  Past  Master.” 

On  an  important  topic,  viz. :  the  Work,  the  Grand  Master  in¬ 
dulges  in  a  lengthy  epistle,  a  part  of  which  is  reported  in  his 
own  language  : 

“  There  is  an  evil  in  our  midst  which,  in  our  humble 
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opinion,  is  somewhat  serious  in  its  nature,  and  to  the  consid¬ 
eration  of  which  we  invite  your  careful  attention,  viz. :  the 
practice  so  common  among  us  of  hurrying  candidates  through 
the  degrees.  True,  we  have  a  law  which  was  intended  to 
remedy  the  evil  of  which  we  speak,  and  which  forbids  the 
conferring  of  more  than  one  degree  upon  a  candidate  at  the 
same  Communication.  This  law  is  good  so  far  as  it  goes  ; 
but  that  it  stops  far  short  of  the  mark  is  evident  to  all  who 
have  given  to  this  subject  the  attention  its  importance  de¬ 
mands.  To  illustrate  :  The  ballot  is  spread  upon  the  petition 
of  a  candidate  for  the  mysteries  of  Masonry,  and  he  is  elected  ; 
and  upon  the  same  evening  he  receives  the  degree  of  Entered 
Apprentice ;  anxious  to  proceed,  at  his  solicitation,  the  Wor¬ 
shipful  Master  calls  a  special,  and  in  one  week,  sometimes  one 
day  from  that  time,  he  is  passed  to  the  degree  of  a  Fellow 
Craft,  only,  after  a  similar  space  of  time  has  intervened,  to  be 
raised  to,  or  rather  rushed  through,  the  sublime  degree  of  Mas¬ 
ter  Mason.  And  so  it  often  comes  in  this  short  space  of  one  or 
two  weeks  from  the  time  the  candidate  enters  a  Masonic 
Lodge,  he  comes  out — what?  a  full  fledged  Master  Mason  ? 
Yes  !  in  name;  nothing  more — but  in  fact  a  Masonic  ignor¬ 
amus,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  such  to  remain  the  balance 
of  his  natural  life.  No  lessons  have  been  thoroughly  taught; 
no  deep  impressions  have  been  made ;  in  short,  the  newly  ad¬ 
mitted  Brother,  at  best,  is  only  in  the  possession  of  a  confusion 
of  half-formed  ideas ;  all  so  hopelessly  entangled  and  in¬ 
volved,  that  the  state  of  his  mind  is  very  fittingly  represented 
by  the  word  ‘  chaos.’  ” 

Past  Grand  Master  Pierson,  the  able  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Correspondence,  reports  that  “  a  new  star  has 
arisen  way  off  in  the  Indian  Territory,”  and  then  that  the 
Committee  had  received  and  examined  the  proceedings  of  34 
Grand  Lodges,  Pennsylvania  however,  not  among  the  number, 
and  as  an  addenda,  it  is  stated,  that  while  the  report  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  printer  eight  others  had  been  received,  and 
from  Pennsylvania  an  answer  was  returned  to  the  letter  of  the 
Committee,  that  the  edition  was  exhausted. 

Most  Worshipful  Charles  Griswold,  Grand  Master,  and 
Right  Worshipful  E.  D.  B.  Porter,  Grand  Secretary,  were 
both  re  elected. 

There  1 19  Lodges  (4  being  U.  D.)  ;  6,203  members.  In¬ 
crease,  405. 
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MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Communication  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  was  h'eld  in  Bennett’s  Hall  in  the 
City  of  Meridian,  commencing  on  Monday  the  eighth  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1875,  Most  Worshipful  A.  H.  Barkley,  Grand  Master, 
presiding.  227  Lodges  represented. 

After  the  appointment  of  the  usual  committees,  the  Grand 
Master  read  his  Annual  Address,  a  lengthy  paper,  abounding 
in  information  and  recounting  his  labors  during  the  Masonic 
year  then  closed,  he  speaks  of  his  arduous  duties  that  have  cost 
him  many  hours  of  painful  anxiety  and  yet  there  was  mingled 
with  them  a  sweet  pleasure  and  he  had  the  happy  reflection  at 
the  conclusion  of  those  labors  of  knowing  that  he  had  at  least 
tried  to  do  his  whole  duty. 

On  the  subject  of  electioneering  for  office,  he  writes  thus: 

“In  Masonry  the  office  should  seek  the  man,  and  not  the 
man  the  office.  If  a  Brother  possesses  real  merit,  if  he  have 
those  qualifications  which  are  so  essential  to  one  in  an  official 
position,  his  brethren  will  be  the  very  first  to  find  them  out, 
and  in  due  time  he  shall  have  his  reward.  The  election  of 
officers,  either  in  the  Grand  Lodge  or  its  subordinates,  should 
ever  be  the  result  of  a  free  and  enlightened  choice  of  its  mem¬ 
bers.  The  vile  spirit  of  canvassing ,  which  belongs  to  the  world, 
should  forever  be  banished  from  the  sacred  precincts  of  the 
Lodge  room.  Thus  far  our  Grand  Lodge  has  measurably  been 
free  from  its  pernicious  effects,  and  I  trust  that  it  may  ever 
remain  so.  How  far  it  has  gained  access  to  our  subordinate 
Lodges,  or  to  what  extent  it  is  practiced  there,  we  have  not 
now  the  means  of  ascertaining.  One  instance  alone  has  come 
to  our  knowledge,  and  the  rebuke  administered  in  this  case, 
we  trust,  will  serve,  in  all  time  to  come,  to  prevent  its  reap¬ 
pearance,  not  only  in  that  particular  Lodge,  but  in  every  Lodge 
in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

“  The  introduction  of  this  spirit  would  banish  harmony  from 
our  Lodges,  and  sap  the  very  foundations  of  our  usefulness  as 
a  fraternity.  It  would  sunder  the  three-fold  cord  of  brother¬ 
hood,  and  give  loose  rein  to  bitterness,  dissension,  and  strife, 
and  I  call  on  you  to-day  as  the  representatives  of  the  craft 
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throughout  the  State,  in  Grand  Lodge  assembled,  to  crush  out 
this  evil  in  its  very  incipiency.  Let  your  voices  be  heard 
against  it,  and  frown  upon  it,  by  sternly  and  resolutelyrefusing 
to  give  your  support  to  any  one  for  office  who  shall  be  found 
guilty  of  this  vile  practice.” 

With  much  feeling  he  announced  that  the  charmed  circle 
had  been  invaded  by  the  fell  destroyer,  and  those  whom  he 
knew  only  to  love,  had  been  snatched  from  their  fond  embrace; 
he  particularly  mentioned  Brother  Daniel  H.  Miles,  formerly 
Senior.  Grand  Deacon,  Right  Worshipful  H.  C.  Robinson, 
Past  Grand  Lecturer,  and  Brother  S.  H.  Johnson,  Senior  Grand 
Warden  in  1846;  others,  he  had  no  doubt,  deserved  honorable 
mention,  and  recommended  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
prepare  suitable  notices  for  publication. 

Among  the  decisions  we  find  the  following: 

“A  person  who  cannot  write  his  name  is  not  a  fit  subject  for 
the  mysteries  of  Masonry,  and  therefore  cannot  be  initiated. 

“There  is  no  law  or  ancient  Masonic  usage  which  warrants  the 
reading  of  the  funeral  service  at  the  grave  of  a  deceased 
brother,  except  at  the  time  of  burial,  and  the  modern  practice 
is  an  innovation, 

“A  candidate  who  has  been  initiated,  but  since  that  time  has 
lost  his  right  arm,  cannot  be  advanced.” 

Past  Grand  Master  Thos.  S.  Gathright,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  presented  their  report, 
and  as  respects  Pennsylvania,  briefly  notes  the  reception  of  a 
small  pamphlet  containing  an  abstract  of  two  Quarterly,  one 
Special,  and  the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  indulges  in  the  following,  which  we  copy  verbatim. 

“  The  aforementioned  pamphlet  contains  little  except  what 
relates  to  the  new  and  magnificent  Temple  which  our  brethren 
of  the  Keystone  State  have  finished  and  dedicated.  They  are 
proud  of  their  Temple,  and  so  are  we,  but  in  all  humility,  we 
would  suggest  that  there  is  danger  to  the  simplicity  of  our 
ancient  order,  lurking  in  the  magnificent  halls  and  corridors 
of  that  great  and  beautiful  building  about  which  our  Penn¬ 
sylvania  brethren  are  so  fully  giving  themselves  exercise. 
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“  A  memorial  pamphlet,  clad  in  black,  comes  to  us  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  death  and  last  honors  of  Past  Grand  Master  S.  H. 
Perkins,  father  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master.  The 
resolutions  and  address  which  constitute  the  pamphlet  are  the 
eloquent  offering  of  Past  Grand  Master  James  Page.” 

Most  Worshipful  A.  Id.  Barkley  was  re-elected  Grand 
Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  319  Lodges  (4  of  which  are  under  dispensation). 
1 1,81 1  members.  Increase  during  the  year,  17. 


MONTANA. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
was  held  at  Masonic  Hall,  Bozeman,  on  Monday,  October  5, 
1874,  M.  W.  Sol.  Starr,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

Nineteen  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master’s  annual  address  was  delivered,  and 
among  other  things  of  importance  to  the  Craft,  he  mentioned 
the  loss  by  fire,  on  the  ninth  of  January,  1874,  of  all  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  pecuniary  loss  was  estimated  at  $1000,  but  the  actual 
loss  in  the  destruction  of  the  library  and  archives,  he  pro¬ 
nounced  incalculable  and  deeply  felt. 

After  reporting  on  matters  of  official  duty,  the  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter  referred  eloquently  to  the  establishment  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  ten  years  prior  thereto,  and  referred  to  it  as  a  decade 
of  worthy  progression  from  the  night  of  outlawry  and  fierce 
combat,  into  the  full  day  of  order  and  peace. 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  by  their  Chair¬ 
man,  Bro.  Grand  Secretary  Hedges,  in  an  elaborate  paper, 
notice  the  published  transactions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  a  modest  pamphlet  of  50  pages,  but  report 
that  they  are  promised  a  memorial  volume  to  contain  all  that 
pertains  to  the  great  event  of  the  year. 

The  Committee  refer  particularly  to  the  Report  of  the 
Building  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  with  some  degree 
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of  pleasure,  as  from  the  exhibit  made,  the  total  amount 
expended  by  them  was  $1,569,092.61,  and  not  one  cent  lost 
or  misappropriated,  ending  with  the  remark  “  What  an  ex¬ 
ample  for  Government  Committees,  Contractors,  City  Coun¬ 
cils,  and  Indian  Agents.”- 

M.  W.  Edw.  S.  Stackpole,  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Cornelius  Hedges,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  19  Lodges.  662  members.  Increase  12. 


NEBRASKA. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall  at  Omaha,  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  June  24th,  1874.  Most  Worshipful  Martin  Dunham, 
Grand  Master,  presiding.  42  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master’s  Address,  a  brief  but  practical  docu¬ 
ment,  was  delivered  immediately  after  the  opening  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

The  only  decision  the  Grand  Master  was  called  upon  to 
make  appears  to  be  the  following : 

“The  following  inquiry  has  been  received  by  me  from  Bro. 
Edwin  N.  Grenell,  Master  of  Papillion  Lodge,  No.  39 : 

“  Is  it  proper  for  a  virtual  Past  Master  to  be  present  at 
the  conferring  of  the  actual  Past  Master’s  degree  in  the  Chap¬ 
ter  ?  and  is  the  full  work  of  an  actual  Past  Master’s  Lodge 
the  same  as  the  Chapter  work  ?” 

“  To  which  inquiry  I  replied  as  follows  : 

“  The  actual  Past  Master’s  degree  can  only  be  conferred  by 
three  or  more  actual  Past  Masters  ;  none  but  actual  Past  Mas¬ 
ters  should  be  present  at  such  convention ;  and  the  lecture 
must  be  that  of  the  actual  Past  Master’s  degree.” 

Bro.  Geo.  S.  Smith,  the  Grand  Orator,  on  Thursday,  the 
25th  inst.,  delivered  an  instructive  and  able  oration  before  the 
officers  and  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  workmen  of 
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Capitol,  Covert,  and  St.  John’s  Lodges,  with  many  sojourning 
Craftsmen  and  residents  of  Omaha.  His  closing  words,  as 
follows,  are  worthy  of  being  treasured  up  in  the  minds  of  all 
true  Craftsmen  : 

“When  your  labors  are  ended,  with  duties  well  performed, 
you  will  be  fitted  living  stones  in  that  spiritual  temple  whose 
designer  and  builder  is  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe. 
But  remember  : 

“  No  crooked  path,  no  devious  step 
Leads  to  that  hallowed  shrine, 

Where  Wisdom  from  her  jeweled  breast 
Dispenses  light  divine  ; 

But  if  we  come  with  upright  step, 

And  upright  purpose  too, 

And  stand  erect  upon  the  Square, 

As  honest  men  and  true, 

We’ll  find  amid  the  glory 
Of  that  Orient  sublime, 

The  Truth  whose  holy  light  shall  die 
But  with  the  death  of  time.” 

Bro.  J.  N.  Wise,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Foreign  Cor¬ 
respondence,  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  printed  proceed¬ 
ings  of  all  the  American  Grand  Lodges  and  submitted  the 
result  of  the  Committee’s  efforts  at  review. 

As  respects  Pennsylvania,  the  Committee  also  look  for  the 
receipt  of  the  Memorial  volume  with  some  degree  of  solici¬ 
tude;  some  three  and  a-half  pages  of  the  appendix  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  have  been  devoted  to  statistics 
relating  to  the  building  of  the  Temple  and  other  kindred  mat¬ 
ters  reported  in  1873,  and  they  take  occasion  to  remark  that — 

“  The  Entered  Apprentices,  Fellow  Crafts,  Overseers,  Chief 
Architect  and  Grand  Master,  all  did  their  work  well. 

“  It  has  been  tried  by  the  square,  and,  at  this  distance,  we 
pronounce  the  work  well  done.  We  congratulate  our  Key¬ 
stone  Brethren,  and  rejoice  with  them  in  the  completion  of 
this  magnificent  structure.  May  it  long  stand  as  a  monument 
of  the  wisdom  and  enterprise  of  our  brethren  who  wrought 
on  it  and  brought  it  to  completion  ;  a  beacon  light  to  the 
weary  pilgrim  ;  a  shelter  to  the  oppressed,  from  whence  will 
issue  streams  of  Masonic  charity  to  bless  the  widow  and  the 
orphan." 
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The  following  special  report  from  the  Committee  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  adopted,  to  wit : 

“  Your  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  believing 
that  the  time  has  fully  come  when  this  Grand  Lodge  should 
take  an  open  and  decided  stand  against  the  persistent  acts  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburg,  and  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France,  in  violation  of  the  jurisdictional  rights  of  sister  Grand 
Lodges,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  : 

“Whereas,  This  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  has  here¬ 
tofore,  and  always,  recognized  the  American  Masonic  Monroe 
doctrine  of  sole  and  exclusive  Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction  within 
the  State  or  province  wherein  a  legally  constituted  Grand  Lodge 
exists ;  and 

“  Whereas,  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburg  has,  in  violation 
of  the  said  doctrine,  planted  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  of  our 
sister  Grand  Lodges  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey;  and 
“  Whereas,  also,  In  violation  of  said  doctrine,  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France  has  assumed  to  recognize,  sustain  and  hold 
fraternal  intercourse  with  the  notorious  and  spurious  body 
known  as  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  in  and  for  the  Sovereign  State  of  Louisiana  ;  and 
“Whereas,  This  Grand  Lodge  has  remonstrated  against 
such  violations  of  the  rights  of  our  sister  Grand  Lodges,  and 
has  fraternally  requested  the  said  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburg, 
and  the  said  Grand  Orient  of  France,  to  rescind  and  revoke 
their  said  acts  of  infringement ;  and 

“Whereas,  The  said  Grand  Bodies  have  persistently  failed 
or  refused  to  make  the  amende  honorable:  therefore  be  it 
“  Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  does  hereby  estrange 
and  estop  all  fraternal  intercourse  between  this  Grand  Body 
and  the  said  offending  Grand  Bodies,  and  that  Masons  of  this 
obedience  are  prohibited  from  holding  any  Masonic  intercourse 
whatever  with  the  said  Grand  Bodies,  or  with  Masons  of  their 
obedience.  And  be  it  further 

“  Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  will  henceforth  require 
as  a  condition  precedent  to  fraternal  intercourse  between  this 
Grand  Lodge  and  all  other  Grand  Bodies,  the  full  and  un¬ 
qualified  recognition  of  the  said  ‘  doctrine  of  exclusive  juris¬ 
diction.’  ” 

Most  Worshipful  Frank  Welsh  was  elected  Grand  Master, 
and  Wm.  R.  Bowen  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  52  Lodges  (10  of  which  are  U.  D.) ;  2268  mem¬ 
bers  ;  increase  231. 


180 


NEVADA. 

A  Grand  Special  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  at  the  town  of  Belmont,  on  the  28th  of  August,  1875,  at 
which  Special  Deputy  Worshipful  Daniel  M.  Godwin  pre¬ 
sided,  and  after  opening  the  Grand  Lodge  in  form  it  proceeded 
to  the  site  of  the  new  Masonic  Hall,  and  laid  the  corner  stone 
thereof  in  due  and  ancient  form,  and  afterwards  returned  to  the 
Hall  and  closed  the  business  of  the  session  in  form. 

The  Grand  Lodge  also  held  a  Special  Grand  Communica¬ 
tion  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Virginia,  on  Sunday,  the 
27th  of  September,  1874,  atwhichthe  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  Horatio  S.  Mason  presided  for  the  purpose  of  render¬ 
ing  the  last  Masonic  honors  to  their  deceased  Brother  David 
L.  Hastings,  late  Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
and 

“After  the  usual  ceremonies  in  the  Lodge  Room,  the  pro¬ 
cession  was  formed,  and  the  Grand  Lodge,  preceded  by  De 
Witt  Clinton  Commandery,  No.  1,  as  escort,  and  followed  by 
an  immense  number  of  ladies  and  citizens  in  carriages,  accom¬ 
panied  the  remains  of  our  deceased  brother  to  the  Masonic 
cemetery,  near  the  City  of  Virginia,  where  he  was  buried 
with  the  solemn  Masonic  ceremonies.’’ 

The  Tenth  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Virginia, 
on  Tuesday,  the  17th  of  November,  1874.  Most  Worshipful 
Horatio  S.  Mason,  Grand  Master,  presiding;  16  Lodges 
represented. 

The  Grand  Master’s  address  is  short  but  instructive  ;  two 
questions  were  submitted  to  him,  and  answered  as  follows : 

“  The  question — Can  a  Worshipful  Master  remove  an  ap¬ 
pointed  officer  at  will  ? — is  important,  and  with  your  kind  in¬ 
dulgence  I  will  give  you  my  reasons  for  saying  that  he  can,  and 
the  first  argument  is  that  the  power  that  can  appoint  can  always 
remove  ;  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  appointing  and 
electing;  further,  when  a  Brother  is  appointed  to  fill  a  station, 
he  enters  into  a  sort  of  an  agreement  to  perform  certain 
duties ;  and  if  he  fails  to  perform  those  duties  by  reason  of 
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inability  or  indifference,  he  forfeits  his  right  to  the  position 
and  should  be  removed,  and  if  he  be  inefficient  or  indifferent, 
he  should  be  removed  on  general  principles  and  for  the  good 
of  the  Craft,  and  another  appointed  who  can  and  will  perform 
the  duties  of  the  station.  It  may  be  thought  by  some  that 
this  decision  is  an  innovation.  Well,  suppose  it  is;  this 
Grand  Lodge  is  accustomed  to  that.  It  was  an  innovation 
when  the  separate  ballot  for  degrees  was  abolished  ;  it  was  an 
innovation  when  it  was  declared  that  the  Grand  Master  did 
not  possess  the  right  to  make  Masons  at  sight.  If,  then,  there 
be  any  more  rubbish  lying  in  our  pathway  to  an  enlightened 
progress,  why  may  we  not  remove  that  also  ? 

“  I  decided  that  moving  the  previous  question  in  a  Masonic 
Lodge  was  admissible,  because  there  was  nothing  in  our  Con¬ 
stitution  or  General  Regulations  to  prevent  it,  and  in  the 
absence  of  rules  to  direct  a  Lodge,  it  should  be  governed  by 
ordinary  parliamentary  law,  and  moving  the  previous  question 
being  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  law,  it  might  be  used 
in  a  Masonic  body.  At  the  same  time  I  advised  the  Wor¬ 
shipful  Master  who  asked  the  ruling  that  there  could  be  no 
necessity  for  its  use  in  a  Lodge,  as  the  Master  himself  could 
always  control  or  cut  off  debate.  If  this  Grand  Body  should 
reverse  my  decision,  or  should  adopt  a  general  regulation 
stating  that  the  moving  of  the  previous  question  in  a  Masonic 
Lodge  was  not  admissible,  I  should  heartily  concur.  I  have 
rendered  many  decisions  besides  these,  of  questions  which 
had  been  decided  a  thousand  times  before,  but  as  the  questions 
usually  came  from  young  Masters  who  were  afraid  of  going 
wrong,  I  took  it  kindly,  and  don’t  propose  to  read  them  a 
lecture  on  their  want  of  Masonic  knowledge,  for  it  is  not  so 
long  that  I  have  forgotten  when  I  was  a  young  Master,  and 
much  inclined  to  seek  the  opinion  of  others.” 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  however,  reported  against 
the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  on  the  first  question,  for 
reasons  following : 

“We  think  the  Worshipful  Master  has  not  the  right  to  re¬ 
move  an  appointed  officer  during  the  period  for  which  he  has 
been  appointed.  We  are  aware  that  it  is  held  by  some,  that 
as  these  officers  are  appointed  by  the  Worshipful  Master,  they 
are  removable  at  his  pleasure.  This  is  not  in  accordance  with 
the  principles  which  govern  the  tenure  of  all  Masonic  offices. 
Although  they  are  indebted  for  their  positions  to  a  preliminary 
12 
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appointment,  they  are  subsequently  installed  like  the  other 
officers,  and  are  bound  to  the  performance  of  their  duties  for 
a  similar  period.  In  act,  it  is  the  installation,  and  not  the  ap¬ 
pointment,  that  makes  them  officers  of  the  Lodge  ;  and  de¬ 
riving,  therefore,  their  right  to  office  from  this  ceremony,  they 
are  to  be  governed  by  the  same  rules  which  affect  other  in¬ 
stalled  officers.  The  appointed  officers  having  been  once  in¬ 
stalled,  derive  their  tenure  of  office  from  that  installation,  and 
cannot  be  removed  by  the  Master ;  the  office  can  only  be 
vacated  as  provided  for  in  the  Constitution. 

“  We  agree  with  the  Most  Worthy  Grand  Master,  that  a 
man  who  can  not  write  ought  not  to  be  made  a  Mason,  and 
would  recommend  that  such  be  the  rule  in  this  jurisdiction.” 

Brother  R.  H.  Taylor,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  For¬ 
eign  Correspondence,  reported  that  they  regretted  the  absence  of 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  among 
others,  and  that  their  work  had  been  onerous,  yet  felt  that 
without  such  Proceedings  their  task  was  incomplete. 

Most  Worshipful  Robert  W.  Bollen  was  elected  Grand 
Master,  and  R.  W.  Samuel  W.  Chubbuck,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  19  Lodges  (one  of  which  is  U.  D).  1373  mem¬ 

bers.  Increase  93. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

We  have  again  from  this  jurisdiction  the  reports  of  two 
meetings  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  as  follows  : 

1.  The  Semi-Annual  Communication  held  at  the  Masonic 
Temple,  in  Manchester,  on  Tuesday,  December  29,  1874,  at 
which  the  work  as  usual  was  exemplified. 

2.  The  Annual  Communication,  held  at  the  Masonic  Tem¬ 
ple,  in  Concord,  on  Wednesday,  May  19,  1875.  Most  Wor¬ 
shipful  Nathaniel  W.  Cumner,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

57  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master’s  address  was  read,  and  referring  to  the 
decease  of  several  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  offers  to  the 
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Subordinate  Lodges  of  which  they  were  severally  members, 
his  sincere  condolence,  and  assured  them  that  they  can  best 
honor  those  who  had  lived  before  them  by  perpetuating  their 
virtues  and  the  great  principles  for  which  they  lived  and 
labored.  The  following  decision  is  reported  in  his  address 
which  we  give  in  full,  to  wit : 

“Two  stated  communications  having  been  held  upon  the 
the  same  evening,  we  embrace  some  of  the  facts  under  which 
the  meetings  were  held  that  our  conclusion  may  be  better 
understood. 

“  Specifications. — It  appears  that  the  Master  arrived  at  the 
Lodge  Room  on  or  about  7.30  o’clock,  the  usual  hour  for 
opening  the  Lodge,  and  stated  to  some  two  or  three  of  the 
Brethren  present,  that  if  there  were  no  objections  he  would 
not  open  the  Lodge  until  after  the  close  of  a  meeting  then 
being  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  not  hearing  any  objections 
absented  himself  from  the  Lodge  Room.  Soon  after,  the 
Wardens  arrived,  and  the  Master  not  being  present,  the 
Senior  Warden  opened  the  Lodge  for  the  transaction  of  the 
regular  business.  After  its  completion  closed  the  same.  At 
the  close  of  the  meeting  at  the  Town  Hall  or  very  soon  after, 
the  Master  and  several  of  the  Brethren  went  to  the  Lodge 
Room  and  found  it  closed.  The  Master  on  making  applica¬ 
tion  for  the  keys  was  informed  that  the  stated  communication 
of  the  Lodge  had  been  held  by  the  Senior  Warden  and  the 
business  therefore  transacted.  The  Master  after  consulting 
with  the  Brethren  concluded  to  enter  the  Lodge  Room,  open 
the  Lodge  and  do  the  regular  business  just  the  same  as 
though  no  other  meeting  had  been  held. 

“  Conclusion. — Therefore  we  conclude  that  the  first  meet¬ 
ing  held  by  the  Senior  Warden  must  be  recorded  as  the 
stated  communication.  The  second  meeting  held  by  the 
Master  cannot  be  recorded,  and  hence  must  be  considered  in¬ 
formal,  and  therefore  null  and  void.” 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
has  been  compiled  with  much  care,  and  refers  fraternally  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

Brother  Nathan  P.  Hunt,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  in 
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concludingthe  Report  respecting  Non-affiliating  Masons, writes 
as  follows: 

“  Non-affiliation  still  attracts  a  great  deal  of  attention,  and 
various  methods  of  remedying  the  evil  have  been  tried.  While 
some  jurisdictions  have  abolished  affiliation  fees  altogether, 
others  have  gone  to  the  opposite  extreme  and  deprived  this 
class  of  the  right  of  Lodge  visitation,  relief  and  burial ; 
and  in  some  cases  made  non-affiliation  a  Masonic  offense ;  but 
these  measures  have  proved  of  little  avail.  We  fear  they  never 
will.  We  think  this  class  had  better  be  let  alone.  If  forced 
into  a  Lodge  against  their  will,  they  will  not  be  likely  to  add 
to  its  strength  or  harmony.  While  they  conduct  themselves 
uprightly,  and  do  no  act  that  may  bring  reproach  upon 
the  Craft,  we  see  no  harm  that  can  come  by  their  remain¬ 
ing  non-affiliates.  If  they  fail  to  contribute  to  the  support  of 
a  Lodge,  on  the  other  hand  they  are  deprived  of  its  bene¬ 
fits.  But  a  Mason  has  other  duties  besides  this,  which  he 
may  be  called  upon  to  discharge,  be  he  a  member  of  a  Lodge 
or  not.” 

Most  Worshipful  William  Barrett  was  elected  Grand 
Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  Jno.  A.  Harris  re-elected 
Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  72  Lodges;  7712  members;  increase  57. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Eighty-eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  at  Taylor  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Trenton,  on 
Wednesday,  January  20th,  1875.  Most  Worshipful  Wm.  A. 
Pembrooke,  Grand  Master,  presiding.  127  Lodges  repre¬ 
sented. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  his  Annual  Address,  and 
reminded  the  Grand  Lodge  that  as  Officers  and  Represen¬ 
tatives  they  met  not  only  from  a  sense  of  duty,  but  also 
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to  take  into  consideration  such  matters  as  might  seem 
necessary  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  Craft ;  he  also  re¬ 
ported  having  dedicated  new  Halls  for  Lodges  as  follows  : 

“I  have  dedicated  new  Halls  for  Lodges  during  the  year 
as  follows : 

“  Harmony,  No.  23,  at  Newton  ;  Orient,  No.  126,  at  Eliza¬ 
beth  ;  Solomon,  No.  46,  at  Somerville  ;  Cloud,  No.  101,  at 
Gloucester  City,  and  Prospect,  No.  24,  at  Chester. 

“  The  taste  and  liberality  displayed  by  the  brethren  of 
these  Lodges  in  beautifying  and  adorning  their  Masonic 
Homes  is  commendable  in  the  highest  degree.” 

The  following  decisions  were  reported,  which  we  consider 
of  importance  to  the  Craft,  to  wit: 

“  The  right  of  a  Master  Mason  to  vote  at  the  Annual 
Election  of  Officers  in  the  Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member, 
can  only  be  affected  by  suspension  or  expulsion.  He  can¬ 
not  be  deprived  of  such  right  on  account  of  failure  to  pay 
his  dues,  until  regularly  suspended  in  accordance  with  the 
17th  General  Regulation.  Any  By-Law  of  a  Subordinate 
Lodge  prohibiting  members  who  are  in  arrears  from  voting 
is  therefore  null  and  void  and  should  be  rescinded. 

“  A  candidate  who  has  been  rejected  in  a  Lodge  in  this 
jurisdiction  (he  being  cognizant  of  the  fact),  and  is  subse¬ 
quently  made  a  Mason  in  a  Lodge  in  another  State  without 
the  consent  of  the  Lodge  wherein  rejected,  is  not  entitled  to 
Masonic  recognition  in  this  jurisdiction. 

On  the  above  decisions  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence 
and  Charity  report  as  follows: 

“The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  and  Charity  have  care¬ 
fully  considered  the  decisions  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  submitted  to  them,  and  respectfully  present  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report : 

“  The  first  decision  appears  to  them  to  be  incorrect.  They 
can  find  nothing  in  Masonry  to  prevent  Subordinate  Lodges 
prohibiting  members  who  are  in  arrears  for  dues  from  voting 
at  the  annual  election  of  officers,  when  so  provided  in  their 
By-Laws.  This  opinion  is  confirmed  by  Sec.  8,  Art.  1st,  of 
By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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“  They  approve  the  sixth  decision  except  the  words,  ‘  he 
being  cognizant  of  the  fact,’  which  they  recommend  to  be 
stricken  out.” 

Brother  Marshall  B.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  For¬ 
eign  Correspondence,  reports  the  receipt  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and  says  they  shall  look 
with  interest  for  the  authorized  memorial  volume,  giving  full 
details  of  the  imposing  ceremonies  attending  the  dedication 
of  the  New  Temple.  In  concluding,  the  Committee  say  that: 

“  Freemasonry  was  never  more  vigorous  than  it  is  to-day, 
although  tyrants  still  make  war  upon  it,  and  bigots  still  ex¬ 
communicate  its  members,  as  they  have  done  for  centuries, 
and  will  probably  continue  to  do  till  the  end  of  time.  Em¬ 
bracing  within  its  mystic  chain  great  and  good  men  from  every 
sphere  of  social  and  public  life,  it  has  become  so  incorporated 
into  the  very  elements  of  civil  society,  that  it  would  seem  that 
nothing  short  of  the  extinction  of  the  human  race  could  close 
its  Temples  or  suspend  its  noble  work  of  benevolence  and 
love.” 

Most  Worshipful  Wm.  E.  Pembrook  was  re-elected  Grand 
Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  Joseph  H.  Hungle,  Grand 
Secretary. 

There  are  143  Lodges;  11,782  members;  increase,  440. 


NEW  YORK. 

The  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  opened  in  the  Grand  Lodge  room  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  June  1,  1875.  Most  Worshipful  Ellwood  E.  Thorne, 
Grand  Master,  presiding.  662  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master  opens  his  address  with  the  following 
announcements : 

“  In  appearing  before  you,  to  render  an  account  of  my  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  office  of  Grand  Master  during  the  past  year,  I 
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am  almost  oppressed  with  a  sense  of  the  unusual  importance 
and  interest  that  attaches  to  this  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

“  I  think  I  shall  be  readily  understood  by  all,  to  refer  to  the 
fact  that  this  session  will  be  ever  memorable  from  its  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  ceremonies,  by  which  we  proclaim  to  the  world  that 
the  great  labor  of  erecting  a  worthy  temple  and  home  for  the 
uses  of  our  beloved  and  venerated  Fraternity  in  the  State  is, 
after  many  long  years  of  hopeful  anticipation  and  wearing 
anxiety,  now  completed. 

“  On  the  morrow,  the  beautiful  building  in  which  we  are  to¬ 
day  assembled,  will  be  dedicated  to  its  noble  purposes  in  the 
presence  of  an  immense  concourse  of  Craftsmen  gathered  from 
all  points  within  this  jurisdiction  ;  and  reinforced  by  distin¬ 
guished  brethren  who  come  as  individuals  and  in  organizations 
from  almost  every  State  in  this  land  and  from  many  foreign 
nations. 

“  Beyond  these,  will  be  a  whole  city  of  spectators,  interested 
in  an  institution  which  they  have  learned  to  associate  with  their 
highest  idea  of  a  strong  and  mystic  tie  of  fellowship,  and  an  en¬ 
during  bond  of  benevolence  and  mutual  assistance. 

“  On  the  20th  December,  1874,  it  was  my  privilege  to  preside 
on  an  occasion  of  unusual  and  peculiar  interest.  I  allude  to 
the  reception  as  a  Mason  of  the  Ruler  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
King  Kalakaua,  who  was  vouched  for  by  Worshipful  Bro. 
Edward  Gilon,  of  Concord  Lodge  No.  50.  The  reception 
was  participated  in  by  a  large  assemblage  of  Grand  Lodge  offi¬ 
cers  and  other  prominent  members  of  our  Fraternity  ;  and 
after  a  most  pleasant  interchange  of  courtesies,  during  which 
the  King  was  shown  through  our  beautiful  temple,  he  was  es¬ 
corted  to  a  Lodge  room  where  he  witnessed  the  exemplifica¬ 
tion  of  the  Third  Degree  of  Masonry,  by  New  York  Lodge, 
No.  330,  under  the  direction  for  that  occasion  of  Right  Wor¬ 
shipful  Geo.  H.  Raymond,  Grand  Lecturer,  a  special  dispensa¬ 
tion  having  been  granted  for  the  purpose  to  Worshipful  Bro. 
John  Giffin,  Master  of  the  above  named  Lodge.” 

Among  the  numerous  decisions  we  find  the  following  to  wit : 

“  That  if  a  Brother,  in  a  Masonic  Trial,  is  called  on  to  testify 
as  to  facts,  which  have  come  to  his  knowledge  in  his  confi¬ 
dential  relation,  as  counsel,  it  would  be  improper  to  require 
him  to  give  evidence  against  his  client.  That  if  the  facts,  con¬ 
cerning  which  he  is  called  to  testify,  came  to  the  knowledge  of 


the  Brother  before  he  became  counsel,  or  are  entirely  discon¬ 
nected  from  his  professional  or  privileged  relations  to  the  ac¬ 
cused,  there  can  be  no  reason  why  he  should  be  excused  from 
performing  a  duty  incumbent  on  every  Brother,  whatever  his 
station  in  the  Fraternity. 

“  That  the  Master  has  a  right,  and  it  is  his  duty,  to  ex¬ 
clude  from  the  Lodge  a  Brother,  who  by  his  perverseness  or 
contumacy,  may  interfere  with  the  proper  working  of  the 
Lodge  or  disturb  its  harmony. 

The  Grand  Master  in  referring  to  the  mortality  list  of  promi¬ 
nent  members  of  the  Fraternity,  speaks  as  follows: 

“  Our  Sister  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  has,  even  more 
than  our  own,  been  sorely  bereaved  during  the  past  year. 

“  On  the  29th  of  November  last,  at  his  residence  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  the  Hon.  and  Right  Worshipful  John  Mere¬ 
dith  Read,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Pennsylvania, 
passed  from  life  unto  death. 

“  From  the  distinguished  character  as  a  citizen  as  well  as  a 
Mason  of  our  deceased  Right  Worshipful  Brother,  it  seems 
proper  that  the  announcement  of  his  death  should  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  some  mention  of  his  history,  more  than  a  mere  pass¬ 
ing  remark.  Born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  21st  of 
July,  1797,  of  the  highest  Revolutionary  and  Judicial  lineage, 
he  enjoyed  all  the  benefits  of  the  most  liberal  and  thorough 
education,  and  after  graduating  with  high  honors  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  that  State, 
at  which  he  rapidly  attained  great  distinction. 

“  He  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  and  at  various 
times  held  offices  of  trust  and  honor. 

“  His  acknowledged  legal  ability  and  judicial  habit  of 
thought,  however,  naturally  led  him  in  the  direction  of  the 
Bench,  and  in  1858,  he  was  elected  by  an  immense  majority,  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  his  State,  which  position  he 
held  for  the  full  term  of  fifteen  years,  during  the  last  two  of 
which  he  filled  the  office  of  Chief  Justice.  In  the  various 
scientific  societies  of  Philadelphia  he  occupied  the  highest  po¬ 
sitions,  and  in  his  social  and  family  relations  he  was  the  peer 
of  any. 

“  His  Masonic  life  dated  from  December  15th,  1821,  and  in¬ 
cluded  service  in  nearly  every  office,  and  on  many  important 
committees,  both  in  the  Subordinate  and  Grand  Lodge,  and 
also  in  the  Chapter  and  Grand  Chapter. 
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“  He  was  twice  elected  to  the  office  of  Grand  Master,  first  in 
1836,  ana  again  in  1837,  and  declined  a  proffered  nomination 
in  the  ensuing  year.  His  attachment  to  the  principles  and  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  Fraternity  was  ardent  and  sincere,  and  his  faith 
in  its  usefulness  never  wavered.  He  labored  for  its  advance¬ 
ment  and  elevation,  and  greatly  rejoiced  in  all  evidences  of  its 
prosperity. 

“  His  life  shed  lustre  alike  upon  the  community  he  adorned, 
and  upon  the  Institution  that  absorbed  so  much  of  his  affec¬ 
tion  and  interest,  and  in  his  death  the  Fraternity,  wherever  his 
name  and  deeds  are  known,  will  recognize  an  irreparable  loss. 

“  On  the  6th  of  April  last,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Right 
Worshipful  Bro.  James  Page,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Pennsylvania,  rested  from  his  labors  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years.  His  life  had  been  a  most  useful  and  busy  one. 

“His  associates  in  political,  military,  Masonic  and  social 
circles,  were  of  the  highest  character  in  his  community. 

“  His  Masonic  experience  covered  a  period  of  more  than 
fifty-two  years.  He  held  during  his  life  all  the  higher  posi¬ 
tions,  both  in  the  warranted  and  the  Grand  Lodge  ;  and  in 
1846  and  1847,  was  elected  and  re-elected  Grand  Master  in 
Pennsylvania.  His  character  was  elevated,  his  mind  well- 
stored  and  cultivated,  and  his  heart  was  ever  warm  toward  his 
fellow-men.  He  was  always  active  and  prominent  in  the  va¬ 
rious  fields  of  human  enterprise  and  philanthropic  effort,  and 
in  his  death  not  only  the  Fraternity  at  large  has  lost  a  worthy 
associate,  but  the  State  and  the  City  of  his  residence,  have  deep 
cause  to  mourn  an  honored  son  and  upright  citizen  departed. 

“  To  conclude  the  roll  of  Pennsylvania’s  distinguished  dead, 
I  have  to  mention  the  name  of  Right  Worshipful  Bro.  Lucius 
H.  Scott,  Grand  Master  during  the  years  1867  and  1868,  who 
passed  peacefully  from  life  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the 
22d  of  April  last,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  eighty  years.” 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  presented  their 
report  of  the  examination  of  the  transactions  of  40  Grand  Lodges 
in  the  United  States,  and  8  others  in  other  parts  of  the  world- 
Pennsylvania  for  some  unexplained  cause  was  not  deemed 
worthy  of  a  passing  notice. 

The  great  feature  of  the  Communication  was  the  dedication 
of  their  new  Hall,  which  occurred  on  the  2d  day  of  June  last, 
and  exceeded  in  magnitude  any  other  celebration  of  the  kind 
probably  in  the  world. 
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Past  Grand  Master  Edward  H.  Kent,  chief  of  staff,  in  an 
elaborate  and  faithful  report  of  the  parade,  mentions  26  divis¬ 
ions  fully  represented  under  the  charge  of  Right  Worshipful 
Chas.  Roome,  Grand  Marshal.  The  grand  total  of  Masons  in 
line  was  23,091,  and  the  column  occupied  three  hours  in  pass¬ 
ing  any  given  point,  arriving  at  the  Temple  at  high  12,  when 
the  elaborate  ceremonies  were  performed  after  the  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter  had  delivered  the  following  address  : 

“  We  have  assembled  at  this  time  and  in  this  place,  to  crown 
the  work  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  by  solemnly 
dedicating  and  setting  apart  this  building  for  the  purposes  of 
that  great  Fraternity  of  which  we  are  all  proud  to  be  constit¬ 
uent  members — and  while  we  may  justly  feel  elated,  that,  in 
this,  the  great  commercial  metropolis  of  our  country,  there  is 
at  last  a  temple  builded  with  the  best  care  and  appliances  of 
human  skill,  garnished  and  adorned  in  a  manner  fitting  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  hundred  thousand  craftsmen  of  this  ju¬ 
risdiction, yet  //W  after  all  is  the  least  important  part  of  the  work. 
These  solid  walls  built  to  stand  unshaken  before  generations 
yet  unborn  ;  the  proud  dome  overlooking  the  marts  where 
commerce  and  manufactures  gives  sustenance  to  millions,  may 
lend  additional  lustre  to  the  eye,  and  an  honest  swelling  of  the 
heart  to  the  Craftsmen  who  look  upon  them  and  feel  that  this 
is  the  work  of  their  hands — the  splendid  result  of  their  labor, 
devotion  and  sacrifice.  The  earnest  and  gratefully  received 
congratulations  of  our  peers  from  every  part  of  the  world  may 
excuse  our  joy  on  this  festal  day.  But  more  than  all  this,  is 
the  reflection  that,  with  the  close  of  this  day’s  labor,  we  have 
reached  the  second  step  in  that  great  undertaking  conceived  in 
fear  and  amid  doubt  and  perplexity,  that  there  should  be 
erected  in  the  city  of  New  York  a  Hall,  the  revenues  of  which 
are  to  be  a  perpetual  and  an  inalienable  endowment  to  the 
largest  system  of  benevolence  ever  undertaken  by  the  Craft. 
This  Hall,  therefore,  is  not  so  much  for  the  convenience  of  our 
working,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  word,  as  it  is  for 
the  benefit  of  the  aged  and  needy  brother,  the  destitute  widow, 
and  orphans  of  our  household.  I  would,  therefore,  dear  Breth¬ 
ren,  while  we  pause  for  the  solemn  services  of  this  occasion, 
that  we  here  and  now  gather  fresh  zeal,  more  earnest  devotion, 
more  unchangeable  resolve  to  go  on  with  the  appointed  labor. 
I  would  that  in  your  prayers,  you  solicit  from  the  Great  Archi¬ 
tect,  not  only  the  continuance  of  the  blessings  He  has  thus  far 
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and  so  abundantly  showered  upon  the  work  of  your  hands,  but 
that  He  will  give  light  and  courage  and  tireless  energy  to  per¬ 
severe  unto  the  end.  I  would  that  you  may  all  understand  and 
appreciate  how  great,  how  noble,  how  elevating  the  design 
drawn  upon  our  trestle  board  by  the  founders  of  this  enter¬ 
prise,  and  that  it  may  be  given  to  each  of  you  to  give  a  portion 
at  least,  of  his  Masonic  life  to  the  completion  of  the  task  still 
before  us,  looking  not  here  for  our  reward,  but  remembering 
that  our  Father,  who  seeth  in  secret,  will  reward  us  openly,  re¬ 
membering  that  when  we  have  received  the  summons,  which 
bids  us  lay  down  the  working  tools  of  our  profession  and  pass 
to  the  better  life  beyond,  the  gratitude  and  prayers  of  the  little 
ones  will  adorn  our  memory  as  with  gems  of  untold  value.  I 
now  invoke  your  assistance  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  dedica¬ 
tion.” 

The  orator  of  the  day  Most  Worshipful  John  L.  Lewis, 
Past  Grand  Master,  delivered  a  most  happy  and  instructive 
oration,  which  our  limited  space  will  not  permit  us  to  make 
extracts  from. 

Most  Worshipful  Ellwood  E.  Thorne  was  re-elected  Grand 
Master,  and  James  M.  Austin,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  704  Lodges  ;  80,701  members.  Increase  4,135. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Eighty-eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  in  Fisher  Building,  in  the  city  of  Raleigh, 
on  Monday,  December  7,  1874,  Most  Worshipful  John 
Nichols,  Grand  Master,  presiding.  One  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master’s  address  was  delivered  on  the  opening 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  devotes  considerable  space  to  obitu¬ 
ary  notices,  among  others  that  of  Bro.  Alexander  J.  Law¬ 
rence,  Past  Grand  Secretary,  born  in  Philadelphia  December 
3,  1793,  and  died  in  Raleigh,  January  9,  1874.  The  following 
extract  from  his  address  may  be  referred  to  with  some  degree 
of  propriety,  to  wit : 

“  A  Master  should  not  only  be  qualified  to  confer  the 
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degrees  well,  but  he  should  be  well  versed  in  Masonic  law. 
Especially  should  he  be  conversant  with  the  By-Laws  of  his 
Lodge,  and  the  Constitution,  By-Laws,  and  Standing  Resolu¬ 
tions  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

“  In  this  connection  it  may  be  well  to  refer  to  another  mat¬ 
ter  which  should  claim  the  calm  consideration  of  every  Mason, 
and  especially  of  officers  of  Lodges.  I  allude  to  the  moral 
and  social  fitness  of  candidates.  That  these  qualifications  are 
too  often  overlooked  or  disregarded,  cannot  be  denied.  The 
carelessness  with  which  applications  are  received  and  acted 
upon,  and  the  hot  haste  with  which  they  are  sometimes  passed 
through  the  several  degrees,  might  induce  the  belief  that  the 
fee,  or  a  desire  for  a  mere  increase  of  numbers,  is  regarded  as 
paramount,  and  all  other  qualifications  as  of  minor  importance. 
The  investigation  of  character  is  frequently  so  imperfect  that 
it  is  of  no  practical  use  whatever.  If  nothing  is  found  in  the 
character  of  the  applicant  which  is  decidedly  bad,  although 
there  is  nothing  known  to  be  positively  good,  he  is  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  suitable  person  for  the  honors  of  Masonry.  And 
a  candidate  is  often  admitted  into  the  Order,  even  when  there 
are  known  defects  in  his  character,  in  the  hope  that  the  moral 
influence  of  the  institution  may  reclaim  him;  and  a  reforma¬ 
tion  may  sometimes  be  achieved  in  this  way,  yet  it  is  a  dan¬ 
gerous  experiment,  and  should  be  wholly  discountenanced. 
The  Lodge  was  never  designed  to  be  a  hospital  for  moral 
delinquency.  None  should  be  permitted  to  pass  its  threshold 
whose  moral  character  will  not  stand  the  test  of  the  severest 
scrutiny.  No  defective  material  should  be  used  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  our  Masonic  edifice.  I  therefore  urge  upon  sub¬ 
ordinate  Lodges  the  importance  of  exercising  great  care  in 
the  admission  of  candidates,  and  that  no  undue  haste  be  al¬ 
lowed  in  conferring  the  several  degrees.” 

The  matter  of  education  and  the  Orphans’  Asylum  received 
quite  an  extended  notice,  as  they  appear  to  be  favorite  topics 
of  Masonic  usefulness. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  owing  to 
pressing  business  engagements  on  the  part  of  each  member, 
reported  that  they  were  unable  to  prepare  a  report  to  submit 
at  this  Communication. 

Most  Worshipful  George  W.  Brount  was  elected  Grand 
Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  Donald  W.  Bain,  re-elected 
Grand  Secretary. 
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There  are  236  Lodges  (one  U.  D.) ;  10,550  members.  In¬ 
crease,  607. 


OHIO. 

The  sixty-fifth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  in  City  Hall,  Columbus,  on  October  20,  1874.  Most 
Worshipful  Asa  H.  Battin,  Grand  Master,  presiding.  A 
quorum  of  Lodges  being  represented. 

The  Grand  Master’s  address  is  a  comprehensive  and  busi¬ 
ness-like  document,  reporting  on  all  matters  which  came  to 
his  official  knowledge  during  the  previous  year.  The  dedica¬ 
tion  of  New  Halls,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy,  being  some 
13  in  number,  the  Grand  Master  briefly  refers  to  as  follows  : 

“  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  the  fact  that  so  many 
of  our  subordinates  are  securing  comfortable  rooms  in  which 
to  hold  their  meetings,  and  I  feel  like  saying  to  many  others, 

‘  Go  thou  and  do  likewise.’  Nothing  adds  more  to  the  com¬ 
fort  and  prosperity  of  a  Lodge  in  these  days  than  well-fur¬ 
nished,  neat,  and  commodious  rooms  in  which  to  perform  the 
labors  of  the  Lodge.” 

The  following  quotation  from  his  address  is  worthy  of 
perusal : 

“  On  the  24th  of  June  I  attended  a  grand  celebration  of  the 
Fraternity  at  Wellsville,  in  Columbiana  county,  which  has  not 
been  excelled  by  anything  in  Eastern  Ohio.  For  some  months 
previous,  the  anti-Masons  in  that  vicinity  had  held  high  car¬ 
nival,  and  freely  boasted  that  the  Order  in  the  village  should 
be  crushed  out.  Professed  ministers  of  the  Gospel  had  de¬ 
claimed  against  it  from  the  pulpit;  lectures  had  been  delivered 
by  itinerant  humbugs,  in  which  its  enormities  had  been  laid 
bare ;  and  a  feeling  of  bitterness  against  the  Fraternity  was 
engendered  and  encouraged,  which,  it  was  hoped  by  our  ene¬ 
mies,  would  result  in  the  downfall  of  Wellsville  Lodge.  But 
in  the  hour  of  the  apparent  triumph  of  our  enemies  in  that 
vicinity,  the  Brethren  of  Wellsville  were  equal  to  the  emer- 
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gency.  They  quietly  arranged  for  a  grand  display  on  that 
occasion  ;  and  when  the  memorable  day  arrived,  their  success 
exceeded  their  most  sanguine  expectations.  Lodges  were 
present  from  New  Lisbon,  East  Liverpool,  Hammondsville, 
Salineville,  Hanover,  Minerva,  Waynesburg,  Alliance,  Steu¬ 
benville,  Bridgeport,  and  Martin’s  Ferry,  in  Ohio  ;  from  Beaver, 
Smith’s  Ferry,  Alleghany,  Pittsburgh,  Rochester,  and  New 
Brighton,  in  Pennsylvania;  New  Cumberland,  Wellsburg,  and 
Wheeling,  in  West  Virginia;  together  with  a  number  of  Com- 
manderies  in  full  uniform  from  the  three  States  named.  The 
procession  was  one  of  the  finest  I  have  ever  seen,  and  the 
town  was  too  small  to  hold  the  people.  Over  eight  thousand 
people  gathered  around  the  speaker’s  stand,  and  listened  to  an 
able  and  eloquent  address  delivered  by  our  worthy  Bro.  Rev. 
W.  B.  Watkins,  of  Pittsburgh  :  and  since  that  day  not  the 
sound  of  an  anti-Mason  has  been  heard  in  Wellsville,  ‘  or  the 
region  round  about.’  ” 


The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
was  submitted  by  Bro.  Jno.  D.  Caldwell,  this  paper  is  differ¬ 
ently  arranged  from  the  reports  of  the  Committees  of  other 
jurisdictions,  and  may  be  termed  a  new  departure  from  the  old 
system  of  reports,  it  is  carefully  and  ably  compiled,  and  is  a 
fountain  of  Masonic  information.  Pennsylvania  receives  a 
complimentary  notice.  The  following  circular,  issued  by  the 
Grand  Master,  and  referred  to  in  his  address,  we  are  induced, 
for  various  reasons,  to  copy  in  full : 

“CIRCULAR  OF  GRAND  MASTER  RELATIVE  TO 

THE  ‘CRUSADE.’ 

[This  is  referred  to  in  address  of  the  Grand  Master.] 

Office  of  M.  W.  G.  M.  of  Masons  in  Ohio,  ) 
Steubenville,  O.,  April  1 8,  A.  D.  1874.  [ 

To  the  W.  M.,  Wardens,  and  Brethren  of  eachMasonic  Lodge  in  Ohio  : 

“  Dear  Brethren  : — I  am  daily  in  the  receipt  of  commu¬ 
nications  from  Brethren  in  different  portions  of  our  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  Masons  and  lodges,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  movements  for  the  suppression  of  the  evils  of 
intemperance,  which  have  been  inaugurated  and  are  now  being 
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carried  on  throughout  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and  inasmuch  as  I 
am  unable  to  reply  to  all  of  these  communications  in  the 
ordinary  manner,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  send  to  you  this 
Circular  Letter,  in  which  my  views  are  briefly,  and,  I  hope 
clearly  expressed. 

“  That  the  evils  of  intemperance  are  among  the  greatest  with 
which  the  earth  is  cursed,  is  not  to  be  denied.  Intemperance 
in  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks  is  evil  only,  and  evil  continually, 
without  a  single  palliating  circumstance,  or  a  particle  of  bene¬ 
fit  to  counterbalance  or  counteract  it.  It  is  productive  of 
wretchedness,  ruin,  crime,  misery,  starvation,  and  moral  and 
physical  death. 

“Temperance  is  one  of  the  Cardinal  Virtues.  It  should  be 
the  constant  practice  of  every  Mason,  as  he  is  thereby 
taught  to  avoid  excess,  or  contracting  any  licentious  habit,  the 
indulgence  of  which  may  induce  him  to  violate  his  vows,  be¬ 
tray  his  trust,  or  lead  himself,  his  family  and  the  Fraternity 
into  disgrace,  reproach  and  ruin. 

“  Drunkenness  is  a  crime,  not  only  against  the  precepts  and 
rules  of  our  Order,  but  against  the  laws  of  God  and  municipal 
authorities.  In  all  ages  of  the  world  it  has  been  regarded  as 
an  evil  of  the  first  magnitude ;  and  the  labors  for  its  suppres¬ 
sion  have  occupied  the  most  earnest  efforts  of  all  moral  and 
religious  associations.  In  these  efforts  our  order  has  taken 
a  conspicuous  part,  not,  however,  in  public  demonstrations, 
but  within  the  recesses  of  our  lodge  rooms,  and  by  means  of 
the  fraternal  bond  which  unites  us  into  a  society  of  Brothers, 
have  we  endeavored  to  inculcate  correct  principles,  and  to 
guide  the  steps  of  our  Brethren  from  the  path  of  danger. 

“  As  in  days  past,  so  should  it  be  now.  If  we  see  a  Brother 
in  danger  of  falling  a  victim  to  the  curse,  we  should  visit  him 
as  Brethren  :  reason  with  him  in  kindness ;  point  out  to  him 
the  path  of  duty  as  well  as  that  of  danger;  endeavor  by  all 
our  powers  of  persuasion  to  induce  him  to  forsake  his  ways 
and  return  to  the  path  of  rectitude.  And,  above  all,  should 
our  example  be  such  that  any  man  might  be  proud  to  follow 
it.  We  can  not  be  too  guarded  in  this  particular.  Example 
is  greater  than  precept,  and  the  lives  of  our  Brethren  should 
be  such  that  reproach  can  never  be  cast  upon  them.  We 
should,  indeed,  seek  rather  by  both  precept  and  example  to 
preserve  our  Brethren  in  the  paths  of  rectitude,  than  to  permit 
in  the  slightest  degree,  their  feet  to  wander  in  the  path  of 
danger. 

“While  urging  the  members  of  our  Fraternity  to  vigilance 
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in  maintaining  the  principles  and  character  of  the  Order  by 
correct  deportment  and  pure  lives,  I  urge  upon  you  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  a  liberal  exercise  of  Masonic  charity  toward  each  other. 
No  man  is  perfect.  Perfection  on  earth  has  never  been  at¬ 
tained  ;  it  certainly  will  not  be  in  our  day.  You  may,  and 
will,  differ  in  views  upon  every  great  moral  and  political  ques¬ 
tion  which  agitates  the  minds  of  the  people;  and  even  while 
agreeing  upon  the  object  to  be  attained,  you  will  differ  as  to 
the  means  by  which  it  shall  be  accomplished.  It  is  your  right 
to  so  differ.  Who  has  set  one  man  up  to  be  the  judge  of 
another’s  motives  ?  While  as  men  and  citizens  we  exercise 
our  inherent  rights  of  free  thought  and  free  action  upon  all  the 
questions  of  the  day,  let  us  as  an  Order — as  lodges — refrain 
from  all  entangling  alliances  with  any  and  every  society, 
organization,  and  specific  method  of  producing  reformation. 
As  lodges,  it  is  unwise,  in  my  opinion,  to  pledge,  by  resolution 
or  otherwise,  our  support  and  influence  to  any  particular 
organization  having  for  its  object  the  suppression  of  evil ;  but 
rather  by  our  action  should  we  endeavor  to  instill  into  the 
minds  of  our  members  correct  principles,  and  by  example  in¬ 
spire  them  to  correct  deportment,  that  others,  seeing  their  good 
works,  may  be  induced  to  follow  their  example. 

“  In  times  of  excitement  it  is  natural  for  men  to  endeavor 
to  bring  to  bear  every  influence  in  favor  of  their  cherished 
objects.  Need  we  wonder  that  our  Order  is  no  exception  to 
the  rule  ?  The  influence  of  our  Order  would,  for  the  time 
being,  be  felt  in  favor  of  any  object  to  whose  support  it  is 
pledged  ;  but  in  all  measures  not  strictly  Masonic,  such  pledges 
will  undermine  the  foundation  upon  which  the  Order  stands, 
and  in  the  end  be  productive  of  its  ruin.  The  wisdom  of  the 
regulation  which  prohibits  political  and  religious  discussions 
in  our  lodges  has  been  apparent  for  ages  ;  we  can  not  afford  to 
depart  from  it  now  in  the  slightest  particular.  In  times  of 
popular  excitement,  when  prejudice  and  contention  hold  high 
carnival,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  Masonic  lodges  that 
they  refrain  from  any  public  demonstration  in  favor  of  either 
of  the  contending  parties.  Let  me  urge  you  then  to  vigilance 
in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  as  Masons  ;  that  you  teach 
and  practice  all  the  virtues ;  that  you  be  temperate,  prudent, 
and  discreet  in  all  your  actions,  and  that  you  fail  not  in  the 
exercise  of  that  charity  for  the  views  and  opinions  of  others 
which  you  would  be  pleased  to  receive  for  your  views  and 
actions  from  them  ;  that  the  prosperity  and  usefulness  of  the 
Order  may  be  maintained,  and  no  discordant  note  mar  the  har- 
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mony  which  should  be  found  in  our  Mystic  Temple.  And 
rest  assured  that  while  we  adhere  to  the  principles  of  the  Order, 
there  will  be  no  necessity  for  defining,  by  elaborate  resolutions, 
the  position  of  the  Fraternity  upon  any  question  which  claims 
a  portion  of  the  attention  of  the  public. 

With  fraternal  regards,  I  am,  yours  truly, 

ASA  H.  BATTIN,  Grand  Master. 

Most  Worshipful  Asa  H.  Battin  was  re-elected  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter;  and  Right  Worshipful  Jno.  D.  Caldwell,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary. 

There  are  444  Lodges;  31,140  members.  Increase,  840. 


OREGON. 

The  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of  Port¬ 
land  on  Monday,  June  8th,  1874.  Most  Worshipful  T.  McF. 
Patton,  Grand  Master,  presiding.  Forty-three  lodges  repre¬ 
sented. 

The  Grand  Master  in  his  address,  says  : 

“The  joys  and  pleasures  of  this  hour  have,  no  doubt,  been 
anticipated  by  all  for  days  and  even  months.  The  pleasant 
recollections  of  our  last  annual  re-union  are  still  fresh  in  our 
memories ;  and  while  these  have  been  recounted  time  and 
again  to  our  Brethren  around  our  home  altars,  and  the  rich 
fruits  re-enjoyed,  we  are,  through  the  kind  providence  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  brought  once  again  to  the  threshold  of  another 
annual  feast,  where  equal  joy  and  pleasure  awaits  us.  The 
anticipations  of  yesterday  become  living  realities  to-day.  We 
see  familiar  faces  ;  we  hear  familiar  voices,  and  feel  the  warm, 
fraternal  grasp,  which  makes  assurance  doubly  sure  that  we 
are  truly  of  the  household  of  the  faithful. 

“  It  is  our  privilege  to  rejoice  together;  and  while  we  greet 
each  other  with  kindly  greetings,  revive  old  associations,  and 
form  new  friendships,  let  us  remember  that  the  experiences  of 
another  year  in  the  great  drama  of  life  have  been  realized. 

12 
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The  effect  which  these  experiences  have  produced  upon  us  as 
individuals,  as  well  as  a  Fraternity,  can  only  be  ascertained 
and  their  true  value  determined,  when  we  stop  and  recount 
the  blessings  and  privileges,  as  well  as  the  trials  and  afflictions 
which  have  attended  us  in  our  pilgrimage.” 

The  official  decisions  during  the  year  are  referred  to,  and 
submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  as 
they  are  not  of  a  general  character,  are  omitted  here.  The 
Dedication  of  the  Temple  at  Philadelphia  was  referred  to  in 
quite  an  extended  notice,  and  as  the  Grand  Master  was  unable 
to  attend  in  person,  he  deputed  Bro.  F.  G.  Schwatke,  a  ven¬ 
erable  Past  Master  of  his  jurisdiction,  to  represent  the  Brother¬ 
hood,  who,  he  was  pleased  to  say,  was  received  with  great 
kindness,  and  had  marked  courtesies  extended  to  him  during 
his  sojourn  in  the  city  of  Brotherly  Love. 

In  concluding  his  address,  the  Grand  Master  sums  up  as 
follows : 

“  Finally,  my  Brethren,  let  us  commence  our  labors  with 
an  earnestness  that  will  insure  success — with  a  determination 
to  preserve  the  reputation  of  our  institution  unsullied — with 
an  earnest  desire  impressed  on  every  heart  to  be  consistent  in 
all  our  acts  as  Masons  ;  ever  remembering, 

‘  There’s  a  home  where  all  are  equal,  we  are  hurrying  toward  it  fast, 

We  shall  meet  upon  the  level  there,  when  the  gates  of  death  are  past; 

We  stand  before  the  Orient,  and  our  Master  will  be  there, 

To  try  the  blocks  we  offer  by  his  own  unerring  square.’  ” 

Bro.  S.  F.  Chadwick,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Correspondence,  submitted  an  ably  prepared  Report,  brief  for 
want  of  material,  and  Pennsylvania,  for  some  unexplained 
cause,  failed  to  receive  a  notice. 

Most  Worshipful  J.  B.  Coyle  was  elected  Grand  Master; 
and  Right  Worshipful  R.  P,  Earhart  was  re-elected  Grand 
Secretary. 

The  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Communication  of  the  same  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Port¬ 
land,  on  Monday,  June  I  r ,  1875.  Most  Worshipful  J.  B, 
Coyle,  Grand  Master  presiding.  53  Lodges  represented. 
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The  Grand  Master’s  Annual  Address  was  delivered  on  the 
opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  he  refers  with  pleasure  and 
thankfulness  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  that  had  attended  them 
the  past  year,  and  rendered  generally  an  official  account  of  his 
acts ;  he  referred  to  the  large  amount  of  applications  for  de¬ 
cisions,  most  of  which  had  been  decided  by  his  predecessors, 
or  contained  in  the  Constitution  or  Standing  Resolutions,  and 
therefore  they  were  not  reported.  Among  those  submitted 
for  consideration  were  the  following  : 

“  Upon  the  application  of  Scio  Lodge,  No.  39,  to  know 
whether  :  Is  it  a  Masonic  offense  to  divulge  the  expulsion  of 
a  Brother  Mason  to  the  outside  world,  or  to  any  one  except 
he  be  a  Mason  ?  I  decided  :  That  it  is  an  offense  for  any 
Brother  to  divulge  anything  that  is  done  in  the  Lodge  to  any 
one  not  qualified  to  receive  the  same.  It  is  true  that  the  ex¬ 
pulsions  are  published  in  our  proceedings,  but  that  is  done  by 
order  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

“  Question — Has  Willamette  Lodge,  No.  2,  the  power  in  her 
By-Laws  to  exempt  any  member  from  paying  the  stated  fee 
of  $3  per  quarter  into  the  funds  of  the  Lodge  ? 

Answer — The  By-Laws  of  a  Masonic  Lodge  can  never  de¬ 
prive  it  of  the  power  of  doing  a  charitable  action  ,  for  subjects 
of  charity  always  have  precedence  over  any  other  business  ; 
and  what  is  more  charitable  than  to  extend  our  hand  to  a  poor 
distressed  Brother  and  forgive  him  his  past  indebtedness,  or 
even  when,  for  instance,  a  Brother  had  for  a  number  of  years 
regularly  contributed  to  the  Lodge,  and  when  old  age  and 
misfortune  had  crept  on  him,  to  make  him  an  honorary  mem¬ 
ber  for  life.  Masonry  should  not  be  mercenary ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  should  be  merciful.  A  Lodge  can  at  any  time,  in  part 
or  whole,  remit  the  dues  of  any  of  its  members,  when  such 
act  shall  be  meretorious.” 

Bro.  S.  V.  Chadwick,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For¬ 
eign  Correspondence,  presented  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
having  examined  the  Proceedings  of  41  Grand  Lodges  therein 
enumerated,  omitting  again  without  comment  our  good  old 
Commonwealth  ;  we  hope  to  receive  a  notice  in  the  next. 

Most  Worshipful  John  B.  Coyle,  was  re-elected  Grand 
Master;  and  Right  Worshipful  R.  P.  Earheart,  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 

There  are  55  Lodges;  2,071  members.  Decrease  108. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  in  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Charleston, 
on  Tuesday,  December  8th,  1874,  Most  Worshipful  Jos.  B. 
Kershaw,  Grand  Master,  presiding.  15  1  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master  read  his  Annual  Address,  which  we  in¬ 
sert  in  part  as  follows  : 

“  In  accordance  with  usage  and  propriety,  it  is  both  a  privi¬ 
lege  and  a  duty  to  address  you  on  your  present  assembling  in 
words  of  fraternal  welcome  and  kindly  greeting,  to  present  to 
your  consideration  such  thoughts  as  may  be  demanded  by  a 
retrospect  of  the  events  consigned  to  the  past  by  the  now 
closing  year,  or  by  an  anticipation  of  those  which  may  lie  in 
the  womb  of  that  so  nearly  approaching. 

“  On  the  very  threshold  of  that  retrospect  our  hearts  are 
veiled  in  sadness,  and  the  solemn  requiem  for  the  dead  de¬ 
mands  our  fraternal  recognition  and  affectionate  sympathy. 

“  At  your  last  Annual  Communication  our  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  reclined  upon  a  couch,  consecrated  by  suffering 
nobly  endured,  suffering  seldom  paralleled — endured  with  a 
patient  fortitude  seldom  surpassed.  There,  and  thus,  he  awaited 
the  inevitable  summons  that  should  call  him  to  rest  and  peace. 
In  those  sublime  thoughts  addressed  by  him  to  this  Grand 
Body  on  that  occasion,  from  the  chamber  of  death,  we  find  the 
most  fitting  memorial  of  our  distinguished  and  lamented  friend 
and  Brother,  and  as  such,  I  reproduce  the  concluding  words 
of  that  memorable  address  : 

‘  And  now  I  lay  down  with  the  office,  which  your  confi¬ 
dence  has  so  long  bestowed  upon  me,  my  life’s  work.  Those 
of  you  who  know  me  best,  best  know  with  what  unswerving 
zeal  and  with  what  single  devotion,  from  the  first  hour  of  my 
manhood  to  this  day,  I  have  spent  and  been  spent  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  Masonry.  Standing  as  I  do  upon  that  narrow  span 
which  divides  Time  from  Eternity,  I  look  back  upon  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  first,  which  I  fain  trust  will  prepare  me  for  the 
latter,  and  without  any  reservation  can  unfeignedly  say,  that 
next  to  the  holy  precepts  of  our  Divine  Religion,  her  service 
has  best  fitted  me  (if,  save  by  God’s  mercy  alone,  man  can  be 
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fitted),  to  answer  with  trembling  hope  to  the  tremendous  decla¬ 
ration  :  “  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
these,  my  Brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.”  My  heart’s  de¬ 
sire  and  prayer  is,  that  our  Order  may  grow  in  strength  and 
unity,  that  our  counsels  may  be  blest  with  all  wisdom,  our 
officers  endued  with  all  knowledge  and  zeal,  and  our  Crafts¬ 
men  with  every  perfect  gift. 

‘  If  my  tongue  falters  when  it  would  utter  thanks  for  the 
large  confidence  and  the  distinguished  consideration  with 
which  you  have  ever  honored  me,  believe  me  that  it  is  be¬ 
cause  the  heart  is  too  full  to  give  it  play.  The  emotions  that 
crowd  on  me  in  this  supreme  moment  beggar  language.  I  can 
only  stammer  out  a  heartfelt  God  bless  you  !  and  a  solemn 
Farewell  !’ 

“  In  this  spirit  he  continued  to  live  and  languish,  until  the 
14th  day  of  February  last,  when  Robert  Stewart  Bruns  en¬ 
tered  upon  his  rest. 

“  Such  measures  were  taken  by  me  to  do  honor  to  his 
memory,  as  the  exigency  seemed  to  present  for  the  time 
being,  and  I  respectfully  submit  the  subject  to  your  considera¬ 
tion,  that,  as  a  body,  you  may  give  such  expression  to  your 
feelings  on  the  occasion,  as  propriety  may  demand. 

“Unhappily,  our  memorial  duties  do  not  end  here.  Another 
prominent  seat  in  this  Grand  Lodge  is  vacant— -another  great 
light  has  been  removed.  Your  devoted,  faithful,  and  efficient 
Grand  Secretary,  Right  Worshipful  Brother  B.  Rush  Camp¬ 
bell,  after  a  long  and  severe  illness,  passed  away  from  our 
companionship  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  leaving  behind 
him  the  witness  of  a  life  of  singular  devotion  to  Freemasonry, 
and  of  many  years  of  faithful  labor  in  her  service.  As  Grand 
Lecturer  and  Grand  Secretary,  he  had  become  most  exten¬ 
sively  and  favorably  known  to  the  Craft ;  and  being  always 
accessible  and  ready  to  inform  the  Brethren,  he  was  most  use¬ 
ful  in  disseminating  information  and  giving  counsel  to  all  in¬ 
quiries  aside  from  the  office,  which  he  so  well  and  so  faithfully 
discharged.” 

Bro.  Chas.  Ingelsby,  Grand  Secretary  pro  tem .,  presented  the 
report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  ;  being  a  review  of  the  pro. 
ceedings  of  a  number  of  Grand  Lodges  (Pennsylvania  in¬ 
cluded),  which  were  all  he  found  in  the  Grand  Secretary’s 
office.  He  apologizes  handsomely  for  the  manner  in  which  his 
report  is  made,  and  fraternally  presents  the  result  of  his  labors 
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in  the  full  confidence  that  all  due  allowance  will  be  made  for 
any  shortcomings,  which  we  fail  to  find. 

Pennsylvania  receives  a  complimentary  notice,  particularly 
that  part  which  refers  to  the  dedication  of  the  Temple  as  follows: 

“  The  dedication  of  this  Temple  took  place  on  the  26th  of 
September,  being  the  Eighty-seventh  Anniversary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  as  an  independent  body.  An  attendance  of  upwards  of 
fifteen  thousand  Brethren,  from  all  parts  of  this  State,  and  in¬ 
cluding  many  from  other  States,  bore  witness  to  the  general 
interest  of  the  Craftsmen.  Invitations  were  extended  to  the 
Grand  Officers  of  all  our  Sister  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United 
States,  and  to  others  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  The  most 
cordial  and  fraternal  replies  were  received  to  these  invitations, 
and  the  occasion  was  graced  and  honored  by  the  presence  and 
assistance  of  many  of  the  distinguished  Brethren,  while  the  re¬ 
gret  expressed  on  the  part  of  those  whom  distance  and  other 
circumstances  prevented  from  attending,  was  marked  and  sin¬ 
cere.  The  original  correspondence  is  carefully  preserved  in 
the  archives  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  copies  of  it  are  submit¬ 
ted  with  this  address.  The  Grand  Master  cordially  commends 
the  proposal  of  the  Library  Committee  to  publish,  by  sub¬ 
scription,  a  memorial  volume  of  the  entire  transactions  attend¬ 
ing  and  connected  with  the  dedication,  and  would  recommend 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge  the  propriety  of  sub¬ 
scribing  for  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  to  afford  a  substantial 
encouragement  to  the  undertaking,  and  to  send  to  Sister  Grand 
Lodges,  and  distinguished  Brethren.  It  is  not  deemed  neces¬ 
sary  to  dwell  further  upon  this  subject;  but  it  is  believed  that 
a  most  favorable  and  lasting  impression  as  to  the  high  position 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  has  been  made  upon  the 
Fraternity  throughout  the  world.” 

Most  Worshipful  James  A.  Hoyt  was  elected  Grand  Master, 
and  Right  Worshipful  Chas.  Ingelsby,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  170  Lodges  ;  7040  members.  Increase,  140. 


TEXAS. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  convened  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of 
Houston,  on  Wednesday,  June  3d,  1875.  Most  Worshipful 
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Grand  Master  Henry  R.  Bruner,  presiding.  158  Lodges  rep¬ 
resented. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  his  address,  and  announced 
that  they  had  reason  to  be  proud  of  their  Grand  Lodge,  for 
since  the  organization,  the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place 
have  been  made  glad  by  the  advance  of  civilization,  and  their 
vast  territory  which  lately  slept  in  the  repose  of  nature  had 
been  made  to  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose.  In  the  per¬ 
formance  of  his  varied  duties  the  Grand  Master  reported  the 
following  case  and  his  disposition  of  it : 

“  R.  W.  A.  J.  Rose,  D.  D.  G.  M.  Eleventh  District,  advised 
me  that  he  was  informed  that  the  W.  M.  of  Little  River 
Academy  Lodge  denied  the  divine  authenticity  of  the  Bible, 
and  asked  me  what  should  be  done  in  the  event  his  informa¬ 
tion  proved  true.  I  directed  him  to  make  due  and  full  in¬ 
vestigation,  and  if  he  found  the  fact  to  exist  as  stated,  to  sus¬ 
pend  the  W.  M.  from  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  place 
the  Lodge  in  charge  of  the  Senior  Warden.  Brother  Rose 
performed  this  delicate  task,  and  from  the  lips  of  the  W.  M. 
himself,  found  the  statement  to  be  correct,  and  the  instructions 
which  I  gave  were  fully  carried  out.  I  do  not  know  that  my 
action  in  this  matter  will  meet  with  your  approval.  I  will 
say,  however,  that  I  was  guided  by  what  I  conceived  to  be  the 
policy  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  expressed  in  the  resolution 
bearing  on  this  subject.  The  question  of  a  belief  in  the  divine 
authenticity  of  the  Bible,  as  a  pre-requisite  to  admission  in  a 
Lodge,  was  ably  and  exhaustively  discussed  by  Grand  Master 
Sexton  in  his  address  in  1857,  and  led  to  the  adoption  of  our 
resolution,  No.  95.  To  my  mind,  there  is  a  total  repugnance 
in  requiring  a  candidate  to  declare  his  belief  in  the  divine 
authenticity  of  the  Bible,  and  then  be  at  once  ushered  into 
the  presence  of  a  Worshipful  Master  who  denies  this  indis¬ 
pensable  pre-requisite,  and  receive  the  degrees  from  him. 
There  is  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  in¬ 
culcate  sectarianism ;  on  the  contrary,  Masonry  openly  dis¬ 
claims  any  purpose  to  interfere  with  the  religious  opinions  of 
its  votaries ;  still,  our  institution  is  so  intimately  connected 
and  interwoven  with  the  Bible  itself,  and  that  great  Book  of 
Books  is  so  universally  acknowledged  by  the  civilized  world 
as  the  revealed  will  of  God,  that  no  man,  in  this  country,  at 
least,  should  ever  be  made  a  Mason  who  repudiates  it,  much 
less  should  he  be  permitted  to  preside  over  a  Lodge. 
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“  The  Indian — who  knows  nothing  of  the  Bible,  and  nothing 
of  God,  save  as  he  sees  him  in  the  rolling  sun,  the  changing 
moon  or  the  twinkling  stars — the  Mahommedan  and  the 
Hindoo  may  all  make  good  Masons  in  their  respective  local¬ 
ities  ;  but  in  Texas  we  seek  no  Masonic  fellowship  with  any 
man  who  denies  a  belief  in  the  Divine  authenticity  of  that 
Book  which  we  take  as  the  rule  and  guide  for  our  faith  and 
practice,  nor  with  him  who  repudiates  that  God,  in  whom  we 
are  early  taught,  as  Masons,  to  put  our  trust.” 

In  speaking  of  the  reports  of  Committees  on  Grievances 
and  Appeals,  which  many  of  the  Grand  Lodges  publish  in 
full,  he  says : 

“  I  notice  that  the  publication  of  these  reports  heretofore 
has  been  criticised  by  some  Committees  on  Foreign  Corres¬ 
pondence  in  other  Grand  Lodges,  as  resembling  more  the 
proceedings  of  a  criminal  court  than  an  august  body  of 
Masons,  but  such  expressions  are  doubtless  made  without 
mature  reflection.  If  the  reasons  governing  our  decisions  are 
useful  and  instructive  to  the  Craft  in  Texas,  then  let  us  have 
them  published.” 

Among  the  numerous  decisions  we  note  the  following : 

“  A  Lodge  met  for  the  election  of  officers,  and  proceeded, 
before  ballot,  to  nominate  candidates  for  Master.  The  name 
of  a  Brother  was  placed  in  nomination  who  had  served  as  a 
Warden  in  another  State,  but  not  in  Texas.  The  S.  W.  who 
was  presiding,  declared  that  the  Brother  nominated  was 
ineligible,  for  the  reason  that  he  had  not  served  as  Warden  in 
this  State.  Other  names  were  placed  in  nomination  and  the 
ballot  taken.  When  the  votes  were  counted,  it  appeared  that 
the  Brother  who  was  pronounced  ineligible  had  received  a 
majority,  in  fact  nearly  all  the  votes  cast.  '  The  S.  W.  declared 
the  election  void,  and  ordered  a  new  ballot.  Some  confusion 
ensued,  and  the  Brethren  refused  to  go  into  a  new  election 
for  Master.  Whereupon  the  S.  W.  closed  the  Lodge  without 
ceremony,  and  no  Wardens  or  other  officers  were  ballotted 
for.  The  matter  being  referred  to  me,  I  held  that  the  Brother 
was  eligible,  and  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes, 
was  duly  elected.  The  object  of  service  as  a  Warden  is  to 
better  qualify  for  the  office  of  Master,  and  it  is  immaterial 
whether  the  service  as  Warden  be  in  this  or  some  other  State. 
I  ordered  his  installation.  Nominations  of  candidates  for 
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office  in  a  Lodge  are  not  binding  on  anybody,  and  do  not 
preclude  the  members  from  voting  for  one  not  nominated. 
The  practice  is  rather  to  be  condemned  than  commended. 

“  Has  a  Lodge  the  right  to  postpone  a  ballot  on  petition 
for  initiation,  after  the  committee  has  made  its  report  ?  I  am 
of  opinion  that  such  postponement  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
our  Constitution,  Art.  V.,  chap.  5,  sec.  9.  Such  postpone¬ 
ments  are  sometimes  made,  but  are  not  likely  to  be  prompted 
by  any  motive  of  good  to  Masonry.  It  is  generally  resorted 
to  when  fears  are  entertained  by  friends  of  the  petitioner,  that 
some  member  then  present  will  vote  against  the  applicant, 
and  the  postponement  is  desired  with  the  expectation  that  at 
the  next  meeting  this  member  will  be  absent.  If  the  Lodge 
can  postpone  a  ballot  for  one  meeting,  it  can  for  twenty;  and 
the  very  object  of  giving  one  month’s  notice  in  the  first  place 
is  virtually  defeated.  It  is  wrong  in  principle,  dangerous  in 
practice,  and  should  not  be  permitted.” 

Notice  of  the  death  of  P.  G.  M.  Peter  W.  Gray  was  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  appropriate  terms,  and  in 
his  remarks  on  the  subject  the  Grand  Master  refers  to  him  as 
follows : 

“As  a  Mason,  our  beloved  Brother  was  without  a  peer  in 
Texas — he  was  the  Master  Workman.  The  great  legal  ability 
which  he  displayed  as  a  lawyer  and  a  Judge,  was  brought  into 
requisition  in  his  services  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas.  He 
was  the  author  of  our  present  Constitution,  and  his  clear  and 
vigorous  mind  has  left  its  impress  upon  Masonic  jurisprudence 
in  Texas.” 

Brother  M.  F.  Mott,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  For¬ 
eign  Correspondence,  reported  the  careful  examination  of  the 
printed  proceedings  of  43  American  Grand  Bodies,  and  also 
numerous  foreign  ones;  Pennsylvania  this  year  receiving  a 
brief  notice.  The  Committee,  however,  notice  the  completion 
of  our  Temple,  calling  it  the  most  magnificent  Temple  devoted 
to  Masonry  in  the  world. 

Most  Worshipful  Joseph  D.  Sayres  was  elected  Grand 
Master,  and  R.  W.  George  H.  Bringhurst  re-elected  Grand 
Secretary. 

There  are  393  Lodges  (5  U.  D.).  17,759  members.  In 

crease  1243. 
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UTAH. 

The  Third  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  in  Masonic  Hall,  Salt  Lake  City,  on  Tuesday, 
November  io,  1874.  Most  Worshipful  Lewis  Colm,  Grand 
Master,  presiding.  Six  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master's  Report  states  that  the  exhibit  of  in¬ 
crease  of  new  members  would  not  be  so  great  as  some  might 
have  anticipated,  and  for  other  local  causes  the  Territory  had 
been  affected  more  than  any  other  portion  of  the  western 
country. 

“But,  with  all  these  obstacles,  we  are  steadily  increasing  in 
numbers,  and  though  it  may  seem  to  be  very  slow,  we  will,  I 
have  no  doubt,  in  due  time  count  our  members  by  the  thou¬ 
sand.  Throughout  this  extensive  Territory  Masonic  altars 
will  spring  into  being  and  supplant  the  temples  of  superstition, 
and  the  humanizing  influences  of  Freemasonry  will  shine 
forth  as  the  very  counterpart  of  bigoted  priestcraft!” 

In  speaking  of  the  fraternal  dead,  he  refers  to  Pennsylvania 
as  follows : 

“  Pennsylvania  mourns  the  loss  of  Past  Grand  Master 
Samuel  H.  Perkins,  who  died  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age, 
‘after  a  long,  active,  industrious  and  useful  life,  with  an  un¬ 
blemished  character  and  stainless  reputation.’  ” 

Numerous  questions  in  jurisprudence  had  been  submitted, 
but  the  majority  of  them  were  of  such  trifling  importance  that 
he  refrained  from  laying  them  before  the  Grand  Lodge.  •  The 
address,  as  a  whole,  is  quite  practical  and  instructive. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Grand  Master’s  address  was 
referred  takes  occasion  to  refer  to  one  portion  thereof  as 
worthy  of  commendation.  Their  report  in  part  is  copied 
verbatim : 

“  We  cannot  too  highly  commend  the  bold  and  manly 
stand  taken  by  the  M.\  W.‘.  Grand  Master,  on  the  subject  of 
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drunkenness  and  gambling,  twin  sisters  of  depravity,  whose 
bedraggled  skirts  too  often  soil  the  inner  sanctuary  of  our 
Masonic  home;  let  the  Brethren  in  this  jurisdiction  unite  in 
frowning  down  the  debasing  practice  of  these  vices.  Let  us 
uniformly  persist  in  excluding  from  our  fold  any  persons  ad¬ 
dicted  to  either  of  tnem.  Let  us  use  our  utmost  exertions  to 
dissuade  those  already  among  us  from  following  after  the 
false  syrens,  and  failing  in  our  charitable  efforts,  administer 
the  corrective  discipline,  lest  we  become  a  by-word  and  a 
reproach  in  the  community.  Had  we  a  Committee  on  Morals 
we  would  recommend  this  subject  to  them,  as  the  practices 
alluded  to  are  a  terrible  grievance ;  we  would  refer  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Grand  Master’s  address  to  the  Committee  on 
Grievances.” 

Brother  Diehl,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  presented  their  review  of  the  proceedings  of 
sister  Grand  Lodges,  in  which  they  refer  to  the  proceedings 
of  Pennsylvania  for  1873  in  a  complimentary  manner.  They 
are  also  looking  for  the  memorial  volume. 

Most  Worshipful  Chas.  W.  Bennett  was  elected  Grand 
Master,  and  R.  W.  Christopher  Diehl,  Grand  Secretary,  by 
re-election. 

There  are  6  Lodges  ( 1  U.  D.).  367  members.  Increase  47. 


VERMONT. 

The  Grand  Lodge  held  its  annual  Communication  in  Grand 
Army  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Burlington,  on  Wednesday,  June  10, 
1874.  Most  Worshipful  Park  Davis,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 
Ninty-one  Lodges  represented. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  after  referring  to  the 
usual  routine  of  official  duties,  recapitulates  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  respecting  the  Canada-Quebec  troubles,  and 
says : 

“  Thus  are  fully  restored  the  relations  of  harmony  and  fra¬ 
ternal  regard  which  heretofore  existed  between  the  Grand 


208 


Lodge  of  Canada  and  that  of  Vermont.  As  these  relations 
were  sundered  for  a  time  in  defense,  as  we  believe,  of  the 
principles  promulgated  by  our  lamented  Past  Grand  Master 
Tucker,  so  it  is  hoped,  in  future  these  relations  now  restored 
will  become  and  remain  as  cordial  as  they  were  in  his  day.” 

He  also  refers  to  the  invitation  to  attend  the  ceremonies  of 
dedication  of  the  New  Temple  in  the  following  manner : 

“  The  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  received  a  very  cordial 
invitation  to  attend  the  ceremonies  of  the  dedication  of  the 
New  Temple  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  which  took 
place  on  the  26th  day  of  September  last.  At  that  time  I  was 
occupied  in  court  and  so  unable  to  attend,  and  1  do  not  know 
that  any  of  the  Grand  officers  were  in  attendance.  The  invi¬ 
tation  was  extended  in  a  most  fraternal  spirit,  and  our  thanks 
are  due  for  being  thus  kindly  noticed.” 

Brother  Henry  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  presented  their  report  for  the  year 
1874,  in  which  he  says  that  their  labors  were  of  no  ordinary 
moment,  yet  approached  with  loving  hands  and  cheerful 
hearts,  hoping  thereby  to  well  inform  the  brethern  of  the  trans¬ 
actions  of  their  fellows  that  they  may  gain  profit  thereby. 
Pennsylvania  receives  an  extended  notice  as  respects  the 
regular  and  special  communications,  and  on  the  installation  of 
the  new  Grand  Master,  the  Committee  speak  as  follows  : 

“  The  new  Grand  Master,  Brother  Alfred  Potter,  delivered 
a  brief  inaugural  address,  conceived  in  a  happy  vein  and  re¬ 
plete  with  wholesome  suggestions.” 

Most  Worshipful  Nathan  P.  Bowman,  was  elected  Grand 
Master,  and  R.  W.  Henry  Clark,  Grand  Secretary  by  re- 
election. 

There  are  100  Lodges.  8,294  members.  Decrease  2,153. 


VIRGINIA. 


The  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  at  St.  Alban’s  Hall  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  on 
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Monday,  December  14,  1874.  Most  Worshipful  Wm.  H. 
Lambert,  Grand  Master,  presiding.  One  hundred  and  forty- 
two  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  his  Annual  Address  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  usual  custom,  commencing  with  a  welcome 
to  all,  and  congratulaing  them  that  as  a  nation  they  had  en¬ 
joyed  peace  and  prosperity,  as  a  state  their  future  prospects 
bright  and  cheering,  and  that  never  before  in  the  history  of  the 
order  had  more  perfect  peace  and  harmony  prevailed. 

The  Grand  Master  takes  occasion  to  notice  with  fraternal 
sympathy  the  decease  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Ireland,  in  the 
following  appropriate  language  : 

“  To  our  afflicted  sisters  we  can  only  tender  our  sincere  sym¬ 
pathy,  and  when  time  shall  have  assuaged  their  grief,  feel 
assured  they  will  bow  with  humble  submission  to  the  will  of 
him  ‘  who  doeth  all  things  well.’  ” 

“  From  over  the  great  waters  we  have  received  official  in¬ 
telligence  of  the  death,  on  the  tenth  of  October,  of  His  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Leinster,  the  venerable  and  beloved  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  in  the  eighty-third  year 
of  his  age.  For  a  period  of  sixty-one  years,  without  interrup¬ 
tion,  he  exercised  the  functions  of  his  high  office ;  an  event 
unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  Masonry.  The  circular  con¬ 
veying  the  intelligence  of  his  death  closes  thus :  ‘  We  feel  as¬ 
sured  of  the  sympathy  of  our  Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Virginia.  There  is  one  distinguishing  characteristic  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  and  I  say  it  with  pride,  the  reverence 
and  deep  love  which  she  bears  to  those  of  her  aged  Brethren 
who  have  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  and  with  their 
harness  on,  are  patiently  awaiting  the  Master’s  summons. 
Aged  Brethren,  you  know  not  with  what  anxious  eyes  we  are 
regarding  you ;  how  our  hearts  are  gladdened  by  your  pres¬ 
ence,  and  the  aching  void  which  will  be  created  when  you 
leave  us.’  Yes,  Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  the 
sympathetic  heart  of  Virginia  beats  in  unison  with  your  own 
in  the  loss  of  your  beloved  Grand  Master,  and  we  trust  and 
believe  that  the  memories  of  his  long  and  well-spent  life  in 
your  behalf  will  ever  be  cherished  by  you  with  grateful  hearts.” 

The  absence  of  opinions  generally  may  be  accounted  for  by 
perusing  the  following  by  way  of  explanation  : 

“  I  am  under  many  obligations  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  am 
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sure  my  successors  in  office  will  be  similarly  appreciative,  by 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  at  the  last  Grand  Annual  Com¬ 
munication,  requesting  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary  not  to  answer  any  questions  of  Masonic  law  propounded 
by  Subordinate  Lodges  and  Brethren,  except  such  as  may  be 
sent  up  through  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters.  This 
resolution,  as  you  may  well  imagine,  I  have  strictly  complied 
with,  and  it  has  saved  me  much  writing.  One  fact  is  evident, 
however,  that  either  the  officers  of  some  Lodges  are  very  for¬ 
getful,  or  that  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  left  un¬ 
read  and  consigned  to  some  dark  corner  of  the  Secretary’s 
desk  ;  for  very  many  questions  of  law  have  been  propounded 
which  have  been  decided  time  and  again.  All  of  these  I  have 
referred  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  and  as  there 
has  been  no  appeal  from  their  decisions,  I  presume  their  in¬ 
terpretations  were  satisfactory.” 

Brother  B.  R.  Wellford,  Jr.,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Correspondence,  reports  an  extended  review  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Lodges  submitted  for  their 
inspection. 

Pennsylvania  receives  a  brief  notice  by  way  of  recognition. 
The  Committee  had  looked  with  interest  for  the  proceedings 
particularizing  the  Ceremonies  incident  to  the  dedication  of 
our  magnificent  Temple,  but  were  disappointed.  Probably 
when  the  memorial  volume  reaches  them  no  apology  will  be 
expected. 

Most  Worshipful  Wm.  B.  Taliaferro,  Deputy  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter,  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  R.  W.  John  Dove,  re¬ 
elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  211  Lodges.  8,798  Members.  Increase  291. 


WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  Masonic  Hall,  Olympia,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  September  2d,  1874,  Most  Worshipful  David  C.  H. 
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Rothschild,  Grand  Master  in  the  East,  and  16  Lodges  repre¬ 
sented. 

The  lengthy  address  of  the  Grand  Master  was  read  after  the 
appointments  of  the  customary  committees,  by  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  made  acquainted  with  a  detailed  account  of  his 
official  acts.  On  the  matter  of  decisions  and  questions  on 
Masonic  law  and  usage,  the  Grand  Master  reported  as 
follows : 

“The  letters  addressed  to  me  making  inquiries,  and  the 
answers  given,  are  all  accessible  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  I  shall 
only  attempt  to  embody  here  the  questions,  with  my  answer  : 
some  questions  seem  too  trivial  for  repitition,  but  I  have  scru¬ 
pulously  answered  every  interrogatory.  If  each  Subordinate 
Lodge  would  provide  certain  standard  works  on  our  Jurispru¬ 
dence,  or  even  take  occasion  to  examine  the  proceedings  of 
Grand  Lodges,  as  reviewed  in  the  Reports  on  foreign  Cor¬ 
respondence,  printed  annually  in  the  proceedings,  much  light 
would  be  afforded  on  Masonic  law  and  usage.  Necessity 
would  not  exist  for  reference  of  such  questions.  The  Land¬ 
marks  are  plain;  the  law  which  must  conform  therewith  is 
equally  plain  ;  what  cannot  be  altered  is  apparent ;  what 
may  be  the  subject  of,  or  modified  by  local  regulation  can  be 
ascertained,  if  the  matter  be  within  the  former  class,  the  law 
of  Masonry  will  settle  the  case  and  it  can  be  found  in  any  of 
the  commentaries.  If  of  the  latter,  the  Constitution  and  a  few 
standing  Regulations  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  within  reach  of 
every  brother,  furnish  the  decision.  Twenty-five  dollars  judi¬ 
ciously  expended  will  procure  for  each  Lodge  all  the  necessary 
Digests  and  Treatises.  This  branch  of  knowledge,  so  full  of 
interest,  is  really  too  much  neglected.  Brethern  should  read 
for  themselves.  Many  are  as  competent  to  give  an  intelligent 
opinion  as  the  Grand  Master.  He  is  rather  an  Executive 
Officer,  not  a  Juris  consult.  He  is  to  see  that  the  law  is 
obeyed  ;  it  is  neither  his  province  to  make  law,  nor  to  construe 
it  for  another’s  action,  or  to  gratify  another’s  curiosity.  A 
number  of  the  questions  addressed  to  me  are  purel y  hypothetical; 
the  mere  opinion  of  the  Grand  Master  is  sought.  Now  such 
an  opinion  is  not  decision;  is  not  binding  per  se.  If  it  becomes 
necessary  to  act  officially  in  a  matter  pending,  the  act  and  reason 
therefore,  if  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  becomes  decision 
and  precedent,  having  the  authority  of  law  for  the  enlighten¬ 
ment  of  the  Eraternity.  He  may  answer  these  queries  by 
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lengthy  disquisitions,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  may  approve  such 
answers  and  thereby  give  them  the  force  and  effect  of  authority. 
But  even  then  they  are  but  enunciations  of  abstract  principles, 
deriving  no  force  whatever  from  the  simple  fact  that  they 
emanated  from  a  Grand  Master.” 

Most  Worshipful  Brother  Elwood  Evans  presented  the 
following  resolution,  which  he  stated  had  already  been  adopted 
by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon,  and  the 
same  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

“Whereas,  The  attendance  upon  the  Centennial  Celebration, 
to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  in  1876,  will  be  largely  composed 
of  Masons  from  different  parts  of  the  world,  who,  for  the  good 
of  Masonry,  should  meet  in  a  Masonic  Body;  Therefore 

“  Resolved ,  This  Grand  Lodge  fraternally  suggests  to  our 
Sister  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  that  measures  be  insti¬ 
tuted  whereby  a  re-union  of  Masons,  who  shall  attend  the 
Centennial  Exposition  in  1876,  may  be  had,  and  this  Grand 
Lodge  will  co-operate  with  other  Grand  Bodies  in  furtherance 
of  this  object.” 

Brother  Thos.  M.  Reed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  presented  their  report,  and  noticed 
having  received  copies  of  the  Annual  Proceedings  of  all  the 
North  American  Grand  Lodges,  Pennsylvania  being  fraternally 
named. 

Most  Worshipful  James  R.  Hayden,  was  elected  Grand 
Master,  and  Thomas  M.  Reed  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  are  18  Lodges,  (1  U.  D.)  681  members.  Increase, 

32. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 

The  Tenth  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of  Wheel¬ 
ing,  on  Tuesday,  November  10,  1875,  Most  Worshipful  Thos. 
H.  Logan,  Grand  Master,  presiding.  57  Lodges  represented. 
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The  Grand  Master’s  eloquent  address  is  replete  with  useful 
information,  and  speaks  encouragingly  of  the  progress  of  the 
Order  in  that  Jurisdiction.  We  find  a  portion  of  his  remarks 
applicable  to  other  Jurisdictions,  as  follows: 

“  From  information  which  has  reached  me  from  various 
parts  of  the  State,  I  am  impressed  that  there  is  among  some 
of  our  members  a  misapprehension  in  regard  to  the  proper  use 
of  the  ballot.  Let  me  illustrate.  A  number  of  brethren  are 
anxious  to  have  a  friend  made  a  Mason,  or  to  have  one  of 
their  number  elected  to  some  office  in  the  Lodge.  Failing  in 
this  they  become  offended  and  forthwith  seek  to  obstruct  the 
successful  working  of  the  Lodge,  and  destroy  its  harmony  by 
rejecting  all  candidates,  without  regard  to  moral  or  other  quali¬ 
fications,  who  do  not  belong  to  their  party.  Misapprehension 
is  too  mild  a  term  to  apply  to  such  conduct.  It  is  a  matter  of 
astonishment  to  me  that  brethren  can  so  far  forget  their  duty 
and  their  obligations  as  to  take  part  in  such  proceedings.  If 
persisted  in,  there  can  be  but  one  termination,  the  destruction 
of  the  Lodge,  and  with  it  an  irreparable  injury  to  Masonry  in 
that  locality.” 

Referring  to  the  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  dedication  of 
our  Temple,  we  again  quote  from  his  address  : 

“  In  August  of  last  year  an  invitation  was  given  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  attend  the  dedication  of  their  new  Masonic  Temple  at  Phila¬ 
delphia.  It  was  my  privilege  to  be  present  and  take  part  in 
the  impressive  ceremonies  of  that  memorable  occasion.  The 
Temple  itself  is  a  marvel  of  architecture,  and  reflects  great 
credit  upon  the  liberality  and  enterprise  of  the  brethren  in  that 
jurisdiction.  It  is  no  doubt  the  most  costly  and  the  most 
complete  Masonic  Temple  in  the  world.  The  pleasure  of  the 
occasion  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the  cordial  hospitality  of 
Grand  Master  Samuel  C.  Perkins  and  his  associates.  I  have 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Secretary  a  pamphlet  con¬ 
taining  the  programme  of  the  dedication  ceremonies,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  singular  to  say, 
reported  that  they  did  not  find  anything  claiming  their  atten- 
14 
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tion,  and  congratulated  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  same,  which 
was  received  with  much  satisfaction. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  nor  explana¬ 
tion  given  for  its  absence. 

Most  Worshipful  Robert  H.  White  was  elected  Grand 
Master,  and  Odell  S.  Long,  Grand  Secretary  by  re-election. 

There  are  64  Lodges.  3113  members.  Increase,  150. 


WISCONSIN. 

The  Thirty-first  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee, 
on  Tuesday,  June  8,  1875.  Most  Worshipful  Jedd.  P.  C. 
Cottrill,  Grand  Master,  presiding.  —  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Master’s  address  was  delivered,  and  treats 
specially  upon  matters  relating  to  the  Craft  in  his  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  We  notice  among  his  decisions  the  following  : 

“An  applicant  for  the  degrees  who  has  lost  his  left  hand  is 
ineligible;  that  in  such  case  the  Grand  Master  has  no  power 
to  grant  a  dispensation  (which  would  set  aside  a  land  mark) ; 
and  the  Lodge  which  elected  him  was  directed  to  refund  the 
petition  fee  and  proceed  no  further  with  the  case. 

“An  applicant  is  ineligible  who  has  been  wounded  to' the 
extent  that  he  cannot  raise  his  right  hand  higher  than  a  line 
parallel  to  his  shoulder. 

"A  candidate  blind  of  one  eye,  and  who,  as  stated,  is  “a 
cripple  or  rather  stiff  in  the  lower  limbs,”  is  ineligible.  This 
decision  as  respects  the  loss  of  an  eye  follows  a  decision  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  to  the  same  effect  substantially,  made  in 
1861,  page  22  of  the  proceedings,  and  directly  made  in  1864, 
page  62  of  proceedings  of  that  year.” 

The  following  subject  of  interest  to  the  Craft  was  presented 
and  recommended  by  the  Grand  Master,  to  wit: 

“  My  attention  has  been  called  during  the  year  to  the  ex¬ 
pediency — indeed  to  what  I  deem  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
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Masons  of  America — of  erecting  a  suitable  mausoleum  to  the 
memory  of  our  Brother,  George  Washington,  in  the  grounds 
of  Mount  Vernon.  The  ‘  Mount  Vernon  Ladies’  Association 
of  the  Union,’  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Virginia,  and 
holds  the  title  to  two  hundred  acres  of  land  of  Mount  Vernon, 
which  include  the  late  mansion  and  tomb  of  Washington. 
This  title  cannot  be  aliened  or  subjected  to  any  change  with¬ 
out  the  consent  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia.  The 
mansion  and  grounds  are  kept  in  repair  by  trifling  charges  to 
visitors,  sales  of  views,  &c.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Masons 
of  America  may  well  unite  in  an  organized  effort  to  provide 
here  a  suitable  mausoleum  in  commemoration  of  this  distin¬ 
guished  Brother,  whose  name,  in  connection  with  the  high 
veneration  in  which  he  is  borne  in  every  American  heart,  is  a 
constant,  imperishing  honor  to  the  Masonic  Craft.  A  trivial 
contribution  from  each  of  the  more  than  one-half  million  of 
American  Masons,  would  fully  accomplish  the  object.  Our 
brethren  of  California  have  already  contributed  to  the  purpose. 
I  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  to  the  end  that,  through  a 
union  of  action  among  the  several  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United 
States,  the  work  may  be  undertaken  and  carried  forward  to 
completion,  as  a  work  done  by  the  fraternity  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  of  America,  and  as  wholly  theirs.” 

Brother  George  D.  Wilber,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  reports  the  reception  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  thirty-three  Grand  Lodges  for  review,  and  remarks 
thereof : 

“  In  performing  this  duty  we  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the 
fact  that  many  Masons  of  abilitiy  and  experience  within  this 
jurisdiction,  have  frequently  expressed  serious  doubts  as  to  the 
utility  of  such  reports,  and  would  willingly  dispense  with  them 
altogether.  When  Wisconsin  ceases  to  belong  to  the  sister¬ 
hood  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  when  Wisconsin  Masons  cease 
to  be  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  Masonic  world  at  large, 
or  become  unable  or  unwilling  to  learn  from  others,  or  be 
benefitted  by  their  experience  then  let  these  reports  be  discon¬ 
tinued;  let  Grand  and  Subordinate  Lodges  be  abolished,  and 
let  the  Fraternity  return  to  its  original  amorphous  condition 
of  the  earlier  days. 

“  It  is  said  these  reports  cost  more  than  they  are  worth  ; 
that  but  few  read  them,  and  those  who  do  not  are  no  less  wise 
for  their  abstinence  ;  and  that  their  chief  utility  and  value  lie 
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in  the  opportunity  afforded  their  writers  of  passing  pleasant 
compliments  with  each  other,  and  thus  forming  a  kind  of 
‘  mutual  admiration  society.’  Knowing  all  this,  we  have 
aimed  to  abstain  from  all  unnecessary  detail  and  compliment. 
To  this  end  we  have  frequently  epitomized,  when  the  more 
usual  custom  would  be  to  quote  in  full.  This  has  necessitated 
increased  labor  at  the  expense  of  inclination  and  convenience.” 

Pennsylvania  was  evidently  not  received  or  would  doubtless 
have  had  a  passing  notice  in  the  compiler’s  labor  of  love. 

Most  Worshipful  Jedd  P.  C.  Cottkill  was  re-elected  Grand 
Master,  and  John  W.  Woodbank,  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Secretary. 

There  are  179  Lodges.  11,318  members.  Increase,  356. 


PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 

A  meeting  of  Masters,  Past  Masters  and  Wardens  was  held 
at  St.  John’s  Hall,  Charlottetown,  October  31,  1874.  Two 
Masters,  one  Warden,  and  eight  Past  Masters,  being  present. 
On  motion,  Pro.  J.  W.  Morrison,  P.  M.,  was  called  to  the 
chair. 

Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  favoring  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  a  Grand  Lodge,  and  appointing  a  committee  to  call  a 
meeting  of  representatives  from  each  Lodge  on  the  Island,  to 
be  held  on  the  third  Thursday  in  December. 

Several  other  meetings  were  held,  resulting  in  a  representa¬ 
tive  convention  at  Charlottetown,  June  23,  1875,  at  which 
seven  Lodges  (on  the  Registries  of  England  and  Scotland) 
were  represented.  After  settling  the  matters  of  creden¬ 
tials  and  rules,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Representatives  now  in  Convention  as¬ 
sembled  on  behalf  of  the  Lodges  represented  by  them  do 
hereby  declare  themselves  to  be  ‘  The  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
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Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Prince  Ed¬ 
ward  Island.’ 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  Brunswick  be  for  the  present  adopted  as  the  Constitution 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  so  far  as  the 
same  may  be  found  applicable  to  existing  circumstances,  ex¬ 
cept  nevertheless,  that  all  the  Officers  of  Grand  Lodge  shall 
be  elected.” 

A  ballot  was  then  had,  and  M.  W.  John  Yeo  was  elected 
Grand  Master,  and  R.  W.  B.  W.  Higgs,  Grand  Secretary. 

On  the  following  (jay,  the  Grand  Master  and  other  Officers 
were  duly  installed,  and  the  new  Grand  Lodge  of  Prince  Ed¬ 
ward  Island  opened  in  ancient  and  regular  form  by  M.  W. 
John  V.  Ellis,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  New  Brunswick. 

At  the  first  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  dispen¬ 
sation  to  form  a  new  Lodge  at  Charlottetown  was  granted. 

An  adjourned  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
in  Charlottetown,  Aug.  12,  1875.  M.  W.  John  Yeo,  Grand 
Master,  presiding,  eight  Lodges  represented. 

A  Constitution  reported  from  a  special  committee  was  read, 
considered  section  by  section,  and  adopted. 

The  Grand  Lodge  voted  to  hold  the  next  Quarterly  Com¬ 
munication  at  Summerside. 

Most  Worshipful  John  Yeo,  Grand  Master. 

Right  Worshipful  B.  Wilson  Higgs,  Grand  Secretary. 

(Address  not  given.) 


WYOMING  TERRITORY. 

A  Masonic  Convention  of  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of 
Lodges  in  the  Territory,  was  held  in  “  accordance  with  the 
published  call,”  at  Laramie  City,  Dec.  15,  1874.  Four  Lodges 
represented.  Bro.  S.  L.  Mills,  was  selected  to  preside. 

A  special  Committee  reported  the  following,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted  : 

“  The  committee  appointed  to  report  what  action  is 
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necessary  to  carry  out  the  design  of  this  Convention,  respect¬ 
fully  offer  the  following  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  we  deem  it  highly  expedient  to  organize  a 
Grand  Lodge  for  this  Territory,  and  that  the  following  order 
of  proceedings  be  observed  to  that  end  : 

“  i.  That  a  Lodge  of  Master  Masons  be  opened  in  due 
form,  the  Master  of  the  oldest  Lodge  present,  presiding. 

“  2.  That  the  credentials  of  the  representatives  be  presented 
and  acted  upon. 

“  3.  The  election  of  officers  ;  and 

“  4.  The  installation  of  officers  elect.” 

And  the  action  of  the  Convention  was  in  accordance  there¬ 
with.  Most  Worshipful  E.  P.  Snow  was  elected  and  installed 
Grand  Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  J.  K.  Jeffrey,  Grand 
Secretary. 

A  Constitution  and  By-Laws  for  the  new  Grand  Lodge 
were  considered  and  adopted.  A  Committee  on  Correspon¬ 
dence  was  appointed,  with  Bro.  Grand  Secretary  as  Chairman. 

Most  Worshipful  E.  P.  Snow,  of  Cheyenne,  Grand  Master. 

Right  Worshipful  J.  K.  Jeffrey,  of  Cheyenne,  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 


ENGLAND. 

The  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  reference  to  the 
resignation  of  the  late  Grand  Master,  and  the  election  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  as  Grand  Master,  have  been  already  stated 
in  the  introductory  portion  of  the  report. 

The  Annual  Grand  Festival  was  held  at  the  Royal  Albert 
Hall,  South  Kensington,  London,- April  28,  1875.  The  Rt. 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Pro.  Grand  Master,  on  the 
Throne.  There  were  present  the  Provincial  Grand  Masters 
from  all  parts  of  England  and  Wales,  and  District  Grand 
Masters  from  the  Colonies  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  including 


the  Eastern  Archipelago,  Jamaica,  Bengal,  Madras,  Jersey, 
Trinidad,  and  China,  besides  Deputations  of  distinguished 
Brethren  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Denmark,  Ireland,  Scot¬ 
land  and  Sweden. 

While  the  procession  of  Grand  Officers  entered  the  Hall,  a 
march  was  played  composed  especially  for  the  occasion  by 
Brother  Sir  Michael  Costa. 

After  the  Grand  Master  elect  had  taken  the  obligation,  and 
been  duly  installed  and  proclaimed,  the  ceremonies  were  con¬ 
cluded  by  the  following  address,  which  we  quote  entire  from 
the  proceedings  : 

“  The  Eari.  of  Carnarvon,  Pro.  Grand  Master,  then  ad¬ 
dressed  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master: — Your  Royal  Highness 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  it  has  been  from  time  imme¬ 
morial  the  custom  when  any  Master  of  the  Craft  was  placed 
in  this  chair,  to  remind  him  of  the  duties  that  he  then  under¬ 
took  ;  and  though  it  is  unnecessary  that  I  should  remind  youf 
Royal  Highness,  who  is  so  conversant  with  all  the  affairs  of 
the  Craft,  of  the  whole  of  those  duties,  it  is  right  that  our 
time-honored  custom  should  not  absolutely  disappear,  it  will 
be  my  duty  therefore  to  address  to  you  a  few  words  on  this 
occasion.  Your  Royal  Highness  knows  well  that  Freemasonry 
possesses  many  titles  to  respect,  even  in  the  eyes  of  the  outer 
world.  It  is,  first,  of  great  antiquity — an  antiquity  ascending 
into  the  sphere  of  immemorial  tradition;  secondly,  it  is  known 
and  practised  in  every  country,  in  every  clime,  and  in  every 
race  of  civilized  men  ;  and,  lastly,  in  this  country  above  all, 
it  has  associated  itself  with  human  sympathies  and  charitable 
institutions.  Let  me  say  further,  that  whilst  in  these  modern 
times  it  has  changed  its  character  in  some  respects,  it  has  lost 
nothing  which  can  claim  the  respect  of  men.  Formerly, 
through  the  dim  periods  of  the  Middle  Ages,  it  carved  its 
records  upon  the  public  buildings  of  Europe,  upon  the  tracery 
of  the  mediaeval  windows,  or  the  ornamentation  of  palaces. 
Now  it  is  content  to  devote  itself  to  works  of  sympathy  and 
charity,  and  in  them  it  finds  its  highest  prai$e  and  reward. 
Let  me  draw  one  further  distinction,  no  one  will  say  that  it  is 
an  invidious  one.  In  some  other  countries  it  has  been  un¬ 
fortunately  the  lot  of  Freemasonry  to  find  itself  allied  with 
faction  and  intrigue,  with  what  I  may  call  the  darker  side  of 
politics.  In  England  it  has  been  signally  the  reverse.  The 
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Craft  here  has  allied  itself  with  social  order,  with  the  great 
institutions  of  the  country;  and  above  all,  with  Monarchy,  the 
crowning  institution  of  all.  Your  Royal  Highness  is  not  the 
first,  by  many,  of  your  illustrious  family,  who  has  sat  in  that 
chair.  There  is  no  doubt  by  the  lustre  of  your  great  name 
and  position  you  will  reflect  honor  upon  the  Craft  to-day ;  but 
it  is  also  something,  Sir,  to  be  at  the  head  of  such  body  as  is 
represented  here.  For  1  may  truly  say  that  never  in  the  whole 
history  of  Freemasonry  has  such  a  Grand  Lodge  been  assem¬ 
bled  as  that  on  which  my  eyes  rest  at  this  moment ;  and  there 
is  this  further  and  inner  view  to  be  taken,  that,  far  as  my  eye 
can  carry  me  over  these  serried  ranks  of  white  and  blue,  of 
gold  and  purple,  I  recognise  in  them  men  who  have  solemnly 
undertaken  obligations  of  worth  and  morality — men  who 
have  undertaken  the  duties  of  citizens  and  the  loyalty  of  sub¬ 
jects.  Sir,  I  am  but  expressing,  though  very  feebly,  the  feel¬ 
ings  and  aspirations  of  this  great  assemblage,  when  I  say  that 
I  trust  that  the  connection  of  your  Royal  Highness  with  the 
Craft  may  be  lasting,  and  that  you  may  never  have  reason  for 
one  moment’s  regret  or  anxiety  when  you  look  back  upon 
the  events  of  to-day. 

“  His  Royal  Highness  tiie  Prince  of  Wales,  Most  Wor¬ 
shipful  Grand  Master,  then  addressed  Grand  Lodge,  and  said: 
— Brethren,  1  am  deeply  grateful  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Pro- 
Grand  Master  for  the  excessively  kind  words  which  he  has 
just  spoken,  and  to  you,  Brethren,  for  the  cordial  reception 
which  you  have  given  to  them.  It  has  been  your  unanimous 
wish,  Brethren,  that  I  should  occupy  the  chair,  in  which  you 
have  this  day  installed  me  as  your  Grand  Master.  It  is  diffi¬ 
cult  for  me  to  find  words  adequate  to  express  my  deep  thanks 
for  the  high  honor  that  has  been  conferred  upon  me — an 
honor  which  has  already  been  bestowed  on  several  members 
of  my  family,  my  predecessors — and,  Brethren,  it  will  always 
be  my  ardent  and  sincere  wish  to  walk  in  their  footsteps,  and, 
by  God’s  help,  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  the  high  office  which  I 
have  been  called  to  fill  to-day  in  the  same  manner  which  those 
filled  the  office  who  preceded  me.  The  Pro-Grand  Master  has 
told  you,  Brethren,  and  I  feel  convinced  it  is  so,  that  such  an 
assemblage  in  Grand  Lodge  has  never  been  before  known; 
and  when  I  look  round  this  vast  arrd  spacious  hall,  and  see 
those  who  have  come  from  the  north  and  the  south,  from  the 
east  and  the  west,  to  be  present  on  this  auspicious  occasion, 
it  is,  I  trust,  an  omen  of  good.  The  various  duties  which  in 
my  position  I  have  to  perform  I  am  afraid  will  not  enable  me 
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so  frequently  as  I  could  wish  to  attend  to  my  many  duties 
connected  with  the  Craft.  But  you,  Brethren,  may  be  sure 
that  I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  maintain  the  high  position  in 
which  the  craft  now  is,  and  to  do  my  duty  by  it  and  my  duty 
by  you  on  every  possible  occasion.  It  would,  Brethren,  I  feel 
sure,  be  useless  for  me  on  such  an  occasion  to  recapitulate 
anything  which  has  been  so  ably  told  you  by  the  Pro-Grand 
Master  relative  to  Freemasonry.  Every  Englishman  knows 
that  the  two  watchwords,  I  may  say,  of  the  Craft  is  Loyalty 
and  Charity.  Those  are  our  watchwords,  and  as  long  as  Free¬ 
masonry  keeps  itself  from  being  mixed  up  with  politics,  so 
long  will,  I  am  sure,  this  great  and  ancient  order  flourish,  and 
its  benign  influences  tend  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  our 
great  empire.  I  thank  you  once  more,  Brethren,  for  your 
cordial  reception  of  me  to-day,  and  I  especially  thank  those 
who  have  come  such  immense  distances  to  welcome  me  on 
this  occasion.  I  assure  you  I  shall  never  forget  this  day.” 

Addresses  of  congratulation  were  received  from  the  Grand 
Orients  of  France,  Italy,  Palermo  and  Belgium. 

The  day  closed  with  an  elegant  entertainment  in  the  evening 
at  Freemason’s  Hall. 
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CONCLUSION. 


In  closing  this  review  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
desires  to  express  his  obligation  to  Bro.  John  C.  Uiile,  who 
shared  the  labor  of  its  preparation.  All  that  part  of  the  re¬ 
view  beginning  with  “  Michigan,”  and  ending  with  “  Wis¬ 
consin,”  was  prepared  by  Bro.  Uhle.  For  the  remainder  of 
the  Report,  the  Chairman  alone  is  responsible. 

For  the  reasons  above  stated,  we  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolutions  :* 

Resolved,  That  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  hereby  extends  a  cordial  and  fraternal  recognition  to 
the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Province  of  Mani¬ 
toba,  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  send  a  cer¬ 
tified  copy  of  this  resolution  to  that  Grand  Lodge. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  are  hereby  tendered  to  Worshipful  Brother  William 
James  Hughan,  of  England,  for  the  zeal  and  industry  dis¬ 
played  by  him  in  the  investigation  of  the  history  of  the  first 
establishment  of  Freemasonry  in  America,  and  also  for  the  gift 
of  the  rare  and  valuable  volumes  relating  to  that  subject. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  COPPEE  MITCHELL, 

Chairman,  for  the  Committee. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  27,  1875. 


*The  Resolutions  were  immediately  and  unanimously  adopted. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 
Held  at  Philadelphia,  March  1st,  A.  1).  1876.  A.  L.  5876. 


Brother  Robert  Clark,  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Master,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  composed  of 
Brother  Richard  Vaux,  P.  G.  M.,  Brother  Geo  Baker, 
Brother  J.  C.  Uhle,  and  Brother  Wm.  H.  Hooper,  by 
its  Chairman,  made  the  following  Special  Report, 
which  was  approved  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SPECIAL  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  directed  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Correspondence  to  make,  at  this  Communication,  a 
Special  Report  in  regard  to  the  Grand  Lodges  with  which 
this  Grand  Lodge  held  fraternal  relations,  and  also  those  to 
which  Masonic  recognition  should  be  extended.  The  Grand 
Master  was  actuated  in  giving  this  direction  by  the  desire  to 
extend  to  the  brethren  of  other  jurisdictions  who  might  be 
present  in  4his  jurisdiction  during  this  year,  and  were  en¬ 
titled  to  receive  it,  such  Masonic  welcome  as  became  the 
honor  and  character  of  the  Craft,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  at  the  same  time  to  protect  not  only  the 
Grand  Lodge,  but  all  its  Subordinate  Lodges,  and  the  brethren 
who  are  members  thereof,  from  demands  for  recognition  and 
fraternal  greetings  by  those  who  were  not  entitled  to  them. 

The  Committee  in  complying  with  this  direction  has  had 
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imposed  on  it  the  duty  of  carefully  examining  the  questions 
which  are  involved  in  the  determination  of  so  important  a 
subject. 

It  is  admitted  as  a  primary  Masonic  principle,  that  Free-' 
masonry  is  limited  by  neither  latitude  nor  longitude,  but  over 
the  world  it  may  exist  as  an  institution,  subject  to  no  laws  but 
those  which  it  makes  for  itself.  The  autonomy  and  the  juris¬ 
prudence  of  Masonry  are  the  results  of  the  Masonic  power 
exercised  within  the  circumference  of  the  Landmarks.  No 
human  authority  outside  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  fraternity 
can  legislate  for  it,  either  as  to  the  scope  of  authority,  or  the 
basis  on  which  it  rests. 

To  stop  for  a  moment  seriously  to  consider  if  profane  gov¬ 
ernments  can  exercise  control  over  Freemasonry  in  its  estab¬ 
lished  organizations,  recognizes  a  question  that  would  imperil 
the  very  foundation  of  the  Craft.  It  cannot  be  entertained  as 
a  possible  question,  and  if  it  is  ever  propounded  as  possible, 
the  prompt  and  positive  negation  of  any  such  claim,  ends  all 
further  notice  of  it. 

Whenever  it  can  be  shown  that  the  institution  of  Freemasonry 
is  subject  to  the  dominion  of  secular  power,  it  ceases  then  to  be 
a  Masonic  institution,  whatever  else  it  may  be  called. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  has  solemnly  asserted  “that 
Freemasonry  is  a  law  unto  itself,”  and  the  expression  of  this 
principle  formulated  into  a  Masonic  axiom,  is  now  incorpo¬ 
rated  into  the  very  existence  of  the  Masonic  institution.  It  is 
part  of  the  organic  law,  and  excludes  the  possibility  of  the  ex¬ 
istence  with  it  of  another  principle,  which  permits  it  to  be 
destroyed.  The  exercise  of  any  secular  power  either  as  pro¬ 
tective,  adverse,  or  hostile,  is  an  assault  on  the  organic  struc¬ 
ture  of  PVeemasonry,  alike  formidable  and  fatal. 

The  establishment  of  a  Grand  Lodge  is  by  Masonic 
authority  solely  and  exclusively.  There  is  no  other  power 
that  can  be  invoked  to  sanction  or  protecta  Grand  Lodge  but 
that  which  creates  it,  and  which,  when  so  created,  it  legitimately 
and  Masonically  represents. 

A  Grand  Lodge  when  established  and  its  jurisdiction  de- 
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dared  according  to  the  principles  of  Masonic  jurisprudence,  is 
the  sovereign  and  sole  Masonic  authority  within  the  territory 
over  which  it  asserts  its  supreme  Masonic  dominion. 

If  the  territory  covered  by  a  Grand  Lodge  is  sub-divided, 
or  alienated,  or  its  allegiance  changed  for  secular  reasons, 
or  by  profane  governments  ;  or  if  the  soil  is  disposed  of  by 
treaty,  and  it  ceases  to  be  under  the  power  of  the  nation, 
or  government  to  which  it  belonged,  or  owed  allegiance 
when  the  Masonic  jurisdiction  was  attached,  that  Masonic 
jurisdiction  is  not  ousted.  There  can  be  but  one  process  to 
change  it.  Masonic  jurisprudence  acts  on  its  own  principles, 
in  its  own  way.  This  is  known  to  the  Craft  as  beyond  objec¬ 
tion  now.  "  r  any  other  principle  would  destroy  the  integrity 
of  all  Grand  Lodge  titles  to  sovereignty.  Territorial  jurisdic¬ 
tion  in  contemplation  of  Masonic  law  may  be  demarked  by 
lines  established  by  secular  governments,  but  they  become 
Masonic  boundaries  only,  when  they  are  Masonically  so  or¬ 
dained  by  Masonic  law. 

A  Grand  Lodge  is  created  by  Lodges.  When  three  or  more 
lawfully  warranted  and  duly  constituted  Lodges  ofFree  and 
Accepted  Masons,  constitute  and  establish  a  Grand  Lodge, 
these  Lodges  confer  on  this  Grand  Lodge  those  powers 
which  are  necessary  to  make  it  a  controlling  Masonic  power. 
The  territorial  jurisdiction  then  attaches.  The  Grand  Lodge 
having  been  organized,  its  jurisdiction  declared,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge,  out  of  whose  former  jurisdiction  the  New 
Grand  Lodge  has  claimed  jurisdiction,  recognizing  it,  then 
and  there  such  Grand  Lodge  has  breathed  into  it  the  breath 
of  sovereign  and  supreme  Masonic  life  and  powers. 

It  is  deemed  essential  that  the  Grand  Lodge  out  of  whose 
jurisdiction  the  new  Grand  Lodge  has  demarked  its  territorial 
limits  should  recognise  it.  Till  then  it  is  not  to  be  recog¬ 
nised  by  any  other  Grand  Lodge.  If  the  Grand  Lodge  from 
which  the  new  Grand  Lodge  takes  jurisdiction,  fails  or  refuses 
to  recognise  it,  the  grounds  for  such  refusal  must  be  so  utterly 
un-Masonic  and  untenable  that  other  Grand  Lodges  are  not 
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to  be  governed  thereby  in  their  action  in  that  case.  But  great 
caution  is  absolutely  necessary. 

There  is  but  one  example  of  a  creation  of  life,  like  unto 
it,  and  that  was  the  creation  of  man.  The  body  was  first  made, 
shaped,  formed,  endowed  with  its  functions,  and  then  there 
was  breathed  into  it  the  vital  principle  which  constituted  it  a 
living  body,  with  an  immortal  spirit.  So  it  is  with  the  creation 
of  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  It  is  the 
recognition,  the  acknowledgment  of  its  ^ital  powers  that  con¬ 
summates  the  fullness,  completeness,  the  entirety  of  a  Su¬ 
preme  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Craft. 

These  are  elemental  principles,  stated  with  sufficient  preci¬ 
sion  to  make  them  not  only  comprehensible  to  the  Masonic 
mind,  but  also  the  more  easily  to  apply  them  in  all  cases, 
where  innovations,  or  attempts  to  introduce  hostile  or  antago¬ 
nistic  principles  are  sought  to  be  imposed  on  the  usages,  cus¬ 
toms  and  landmarks  of  Freemasonry. 

It  becomes  of  singular  importance,  plainly  and  positively,  to 
assert  this  primal  principle  of  Masonic  jurisprudence,  so  that  no 
doubt  may  exist  as  to  the  exact  meaning  which  it  is  intended 
to  convey  to  all  the  Masonic  world. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  was  among  the  first  of 
the  Grand  Lodges  long  ago  to  proclaim  this  principle,  and 
she  feels  that  so  much  has  been  gained,  not  only  to  the  perma¬ 
nence,  security  and  harmony  of  the  craft,  but  to  the  dignity 
and  responsibility  of  Grand  Lodges,  that  adherence  to  it  is 
one  of  the  most  solemn  and  imperative  of  Masonic  duties. 

To  consider  a  body  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
claiming  to  be  a  sovereign  and  supreme  authority,  which  is 
subject  in  any  sense  to  the  jurisdiction  of  a  political  govern¬ 
ment,  or  liable  to  its  jurisdiction  as  a  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Craft,  is  a  contradiction,  a  denial  and  a  renunciation  of  the  very 
foundation  on  which  it  can  exist,  and  the  principles  by  which 
it  can  be  recognized. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  has  ever  been  so  decided 
in  the  assertion  of  this  principle  of  Masonic  jurisprudence,  this 
law  unto  itself  of  Freemasoniy,  that  it  has  refused,  again  and 
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again,  to  be  a  participant  even  in  considering  the  propriety  of 
establishing  a  General  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons  of  the  United  States,  because  it  might  attempt  to  exercise 
power  which  solely  and  exclusively  attaches  to  a  sovereign  and 
supreme  Grand  Lodge.  It  cannot  then  fail  to  assert,  that  if  a 
body  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  which  admits,  or  permits,  a 
secular  power  to  have  any,  or  the  least  participation  in,  or 
control  over  it,  or  its  inherent  exclusive  powers,  it  cannot  be 
recognized  as  a  supreme  sovereign  Masonic  institution.  If  the 
permission  of  a  political  government  of  any  nation  is  asked  to 
sanction,  or  that  government  is  permitted  to  prescribe  the 
manner  of  organization,  or  assumes  or  usurps  any  control  over 
the  administration  of  a  body  of  Freemasons,  it  is  not  a  Grand 
Lodge,  but  simply  a  department  of  such  secular  government, 
and  its  only  claim  to  be  recognized  as  Masonic,  consists  in  the 
fact  that  it  is  composed  of  members  that  have  some  knowledge 
of  a  Rite  which  is  declared  to  be  Masonic. 

To  attempt  to  prove  that  a  Grand  Lodge  must  be  both 
sovereign  and  supreme  is  a  work  of  supererogation  ;  it  is  a 
proposition  which  demonstrates  and  proves  itself.  These 
words  express  their  own  exclusive  meaning.  The  highest 
power  is  the  supreme  power,  which  possesses  the  functions  of 
declaring  law  and  enforcing  obedience.  Sovereignty  is  that 
supreme  authority  which  demands  allegiance  and  compels  the 
duty  involved  in  it.  There  can  be  no  argument  which  more 
strongly  demonstrates  these  prerequisites  in  Freemasonry 
than  the  simple  statement  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  these 
attributes  in  a  Grand  Lodge.  Without  them,  no  Masonic 
authority  could  exist.  Confusion,  contention,  and  conflict 
would  be  the  degrees  in  all  Masonic  institutions  which  recog¬ 
nize  any  other  government  than  that  each  may  establish  for 
itself. 

One  of  the  surest  tests  of  the  peculiar  inherent  powers  of  the 
Masonic  institution  is,  that  it  has  all  its  rights  and  privileges 
in  entirety.  There  can,  therefore,  be  no  subdivision  of  these 
peculiar  rights.  They  constitute  the  essential  element  in 
Freemasonry.  Any  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
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Masons  which  professes,  or  claims  to  be  a  supreme  sovereign 
Masonic  authority,  cannot  part  with,  surrender,  grant  oralien- 
ate  any  of  its  inherent  rights,  and  essential  principles  outside 
of  itself.  The  act  of  surrender  is  the  act  of  self-destruction. 
If  any  one  right  or  power  is  granted  by  a  Grand  Lodge  to  any 
other  body,  Masonic  in  name,  style  or  title,  that  body  is 
a  clandestine  assembly  of,  it  may  be  Freemasons,  but  it  is  clan¬ 
destine  in  Freemasonry. 

The  reason  is  patent.  To  surrender  part  of  sovereign 
powers  destroys  the  supreme  authority  in  so  far  as  the  power 
surrendered  is  vested  in  some  other  organization,  and  there 
cannot  be  a  greater  and  lesser  supreme  power  in  any  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  If  the  power  to  surrender  Masonic,  supreme,  authority 
is  wanting  in  a  Grand  Lodge,  but  it  nevertheless  does  sur¬ 
render  part  of  its  inherent  sovereign  authority,  the  body  exer¬ 
cising  this  granted  Masonic  power,  exercises  it  unlawfully, 
and  that  is  the  essence  of  “  clandestine”  as  applied  to  Free¬ 
masonry. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  true  meaning,  the  Masonic 
interpretation  of  clandestine  is,  that  it  is  unlawful.  Whatever 
is  without  the  seal  of  lawful  Masonic  authority  is  clandestine. 
Whatever  act,  or  proceedings,  claiming  to  be  Masonic,  and 
tried  and  tested  from  inception  to  conclusion,  must  be  Mason- 
ically  lawful  or  lawfully  Masonic,  or  they  are  clandestine. 

It  is  not  pertinent  or  important  to  consider  when,  where  or 
how,  these  primary,  organic,  essential,  elemental  principles 
were  first  ordained  as  the  landmarks  of  Masonry.  They  are 
now  recognized  almost  universally  as  the  constituents  of  all 
Masonic  organizations.  It  only  concerns  us,  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  has  declared  them  to  be  the  governing 
principles  in  her  jurisdiction.  Our  Grand  Lodge  has  placed 
on  the  records  her  devotion  to  them,  and  her  unalterable  de¬ 
termination  to  maintain  them.  It  is  her  law  unto  herself,  and 
she  will  not  permit  question,  or  objection,  or  controversy  from 
any  quarter.  She  is  supreme  and  sovereign  within  her  juris¬ 
diction,  and  will  neither  permit,  nor  tolerate,  any  interference 
from  any  other  Masonic  authority. 
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So  decidedly  has  our  Grand  Lodge  spoken  her  opinions  on 
these  subjects  that  in  the  year  1799  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South 
Carolina  invited  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  to  unite  in 
forming  a  Masonic  Convention  for  the  purpose  of  instituting 
and  organizing  a  Superintending  Grand  Lodge  over  this  conti¬ 
nent.  This  communication  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence,  which  reported  unanimously, 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  constituting  of  a  Federal  or  Supreme 
Grand  Lodge  to  have  jurisdiction  over  the  respective  Grand 
and  other  Lodges  throughout  the  continent,  as  proposed  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia,  is  inexpedient,  and  appears  im¬ 
practicable,  &c.”  And  in  the  year  1800  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania  gave  its  reasons  in  an  address  to  other  Grand 
Lodges. 

In  1802  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Pennsylvania 
stated  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  Virginia  and 
New  Hampshire  agreed  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  that  a  Superintending  Grand  Lodge  for  all  North 
America  “  would  not  be  expedient  or  wise.” 

In  1807  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  persisted  in  the 
opinion.  To  show  how  sensitive  she  has  ever  been  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  jurisdiction  it  is  here  thought  well  to  insert  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

“  In  1820  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Delaware  stated  that  they  had 
received  a  petition  for  a  Warrant  for  a  Lodge  at  Kennett 
Square,  Delaware  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  asked  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  if  she  had  objection.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
then  resolved  that  the  Grand  Secretary  inform  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Delaware  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
cannot  consent  to  any  other  Grand  Lodge  granting  a  Warrant 
within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  it  is  apprehended  that  con¬ 
sequences  injurious  to  Masonry  in  general  would  inevitably 
result  from  any  Grand  Lodge  interfering  with  the  jurisdiction 
of  another  Grand  Lodge.” 

From  1780  to  1859  there  were  sixteen  efforts  to  establish 
the  Federal  idea  in  Masonry  on  this  continent,  and  the  last 
was  1859.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  has  refused 
15 
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ever  to  sanction  so  inexpedient,  impracticable  and  unwise  a 
Masonic  institution,  and  the  reports  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Pennsylvania  by  its  Committee  of  Correspondence,  are 
plain  and  positive  on  the  subject,  especially  the  reports  of 
i860  and  1861. 

In  all  the  foreign  relations  of  our  Grand  Lodge  the  same 
opinions  have  been  frankly,  freely,  but  most  fraternally  com¬ 
municated  to  all  the  Grand  Lodges  with  which  she  has  ever 
held  Masonic  intercourse.  The  Minutes  of  our  Grand  Lodge 
are  replete  with  approvals,  commendations  and  endorsements 
of  those  Masonic  principles.  It  is  no  new  doctrine  that  is  here 
for  the  first  time  enunciated — far  from  it.  Nothing  herein  con¬ 
tained  is  other  than  tj^e  re-assertion  of  the  deliberate  con¬ 
victions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  over  and 
over  again,  when  suitable  occasion  required  such  declarations. 
It  cannot  be  supposed  for  a  moment,  that  any  circumstances 
can  arise  which  could  induce  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  to  reverse  her  own  convictions  of  duty,  or  to  reform  her 
opinions,  or  to  violate  her  principles,  or  indeed  to  attempt  to 
destroy  the  landmarks,  even  if  the  consequent  result  should 
be,  that  other  Grand  Lodges  ceased  to  remain  in  fraternal  re¬ 
lations  with  her.  She  might  deplore  such  disruption  of  Ma¬ 
sonic  ties,  deeply  deplore  it ;  but  rather  than  abandon  what 
she  conceives  to  be  these  great  principles  of  Masonic  life, 
which  give  vitality,  power  and  sovereignty  to  her,  in  her  juris¬ 
diction,  she  will  grieve  over  these  temporary  sorrows,  but 
maintain  her  Masonic  integrity,  that  neither  jot  nor  tittle  shall 
be  destroyed. 

There  appears  from  the  elaborate,  most  masterly,  and  able 
reports  of  Brother  James  Gibson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Correspondence  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  York,  presented  to  that  Grand  Lodge  on  the  4th  of  June, 
1874,  and  that  of  Brother  Henry  L.  Dechert,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania  presented,  St.  John’s  Day,  1872,  that  a  most  un¬ 
fortunate  state  of  affairs  exists  in  some  of  the  so-called  Grand 
Lodges  in  Europe,  and  elsewhere.  These  Brethren  have  de- 
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voted  great  care  and  exhaustive  examination  into  the  facts 
they  developed.  From  the  evidence  they  present  there  is  an 
inherent  confirmation  of  the  conclusions  they  reached, 
from  the  facts  themselves.  It  would  be  too  tedious  to  recount 
all  the  heresies  that  are  now  existing  in  many  of  the  so-called 
Grand  Lodges,  or  Orients,  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  It 
would  appear  from  a  careful  reading  of  the  proceedings  of 
most  of  them,  that  the  essential  principles  of  Freemasonry  are 
ignored,  or  so  mutilated,  or  watered  with  isms,  that  they  can 
with  difficulty  be  recognized. 

Eight  bodies  claiming  to  be  Masonic  Grand  Lodges  in  Eu¬ 
rope  have  formed  a  Masonic  Diet,  or  grand  governing  national 
Masonic  authority,  which  assumes  powers  over,  and  regulates 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  inferior  bodies  that  have  sur¬ 
rendered  these  rights  to  this  Diet.  Among  the  extraordinary 
powers  claimed  by  this  German  Masonic  Diet,  or  League,  is 
“  the  right  of  jurisdiction,”  or  a  control  over  it.  This  Diet  has 
the  disposition  it  would  seem,  to  go  into  any  Grand  Lodge 
jurisdiction  of  the  States  of  the  United  States,  and  set  up 
Lodges,  under  the  plea  of  nationality,  that  Masons  so  orga¬ 
nized  into  a  Lodge,  are  Germans,  or  work  in  the  German 
tongue,  and  therefore  owe  allegiance  to  this  German  Grand 
Diet.  This  appears  to  be  the  logical  deduction  from  a  claim 
of  the  “  right  of  jurisdiction.” 

It  is  also  claimed  by  this  Diet  that  “  the  object  and  aim  of 
this  League  is  to  secure  and  promote  the  unity  and  Masonic 
joint  action  of  the  Lodges  in  Germany,  and  to  assume  in 
common  a  Masonic  attitude  toward  the  Grand  Lodges  out¬ 
side  of  Germany;”  that”  it  is  exclusively  the  business  of  the 
German  Grand  Lodge  League  to  determine  whether  new  al¬ 
liances  shall  be  formed  with  Grand  Lodges  outside  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  whether  those  already  formed  are  to  be  dissolved.” 
“  The  Grand  Lodge  Diet  is  the  organ  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
League,  and  this  Grand  Lodge  Diet  consists  of  the  eight 
Grand  Masters  and  the  two  Master  Masons,  elected  by  each 
Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodges  which  are  assumed  once  to  have  been 
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supreme  and  sovereign  bodies,  but  have  now  surrendered 
some  of  their  inherent  powers  which  are  inseparable  from 
Masonic  sovereignty,  are  : 

I.  The  Grand  National  Mother  Lodge  of  the  Prussian 
States,  zu  den  drei  Weltkugeln,  at  Berlin. 

II.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Saxony,  at  Dresden. 

III.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburg,  at  Hamburg. 

IV.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Eclectic  Union  at  Frankfort- 
on-the-Main. 

V.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Freemasons  of  Germany,  at 
Berlin. 

VI.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Freemasons  zur  sonne  at  Bay¬ 
reuth. 

VII.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Prussia  called  Royal  York,  zur 
Freundschaft,  at  Berlin. 

VIII.  The  Grand  Lodge  zur  Eintracht,  at  Darmstadt. 

Whatever  may  be  the  future  relations  of  this  Diet  with  law¬ 
fully  organized  Grand  Lodges,  it  is  very  evident  to  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  that  there  can  be  no  longer  any 
Masonic  intercourse  with,  or  recognition  by,  the  Right  Wor¬ 
shipful  Grand  Lodge  of  P'ree  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  the  Masonic  jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging,  of 
either  this  Diet,  or  the  emasculated  Masonic  bodies  that  are 
its  present  constituents,  during  the  existence  of  this  Diet  with 
its  present  character. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  is  old  enough  and  wise 
enough  to  understand  her  own  duty,  and  no  greater  benefit 
can  be  conferred  by  her  on  her  sister  Grand  Lodges,  both  in 
the  States  of  our  Union,  and  wherever  Masonry  is  to  be 
maintained  on  the  landmarks,  than  by  declaring  in  her  con¬ 
servative  action,  that  no  recognition  can  be  given  to  this  Diet, 
or  its  constituents.  All  time  has  proven  that  the  abandonment 
of  Masonic  law  brings  its  own  condemnation. 

Your  Committee  have  also  to  report  that  the  so-called 
Grand  Orients  of  Italy,  France,  Brazil,  Portugal,  Hungary, 
Egypt,  the  Association  called  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Polynesia, 
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the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Indian  Territory  (U.  S.),  the 
several  associations  called  Lodge  of  Memphis,  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  and  Grand  Lodge  of  Australia,  are 
not  in  such  a  Masonic  condition  as  to  justify  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Pennsylvania  recognizing  them  as  Masonic  Grand  Lodges, 
and  such  recognition  is  hereby  withheld.  Your  Committee  offers 
the  following  resolution  : 


Resolved ,  The  report  be  accepted,  approved,  and  printed. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


RICHARD  VAUX, 


Past  Grand  Master ,  and  Chairman  Committee  of  Correspondence . 


March  ist,  1876. 
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